I 


DECEMBER  20, 1980 


50<t 


E  WEEKLY  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES 


ISSN:0147-0728  BIPAD:  65498 


Gays  6  the 
O  ccult 


Workers 
Vs.  Owners 
At  SF 
Gay  Hotel 

Violence 

Escalating 

In  NYC  8 


Looking  B  ack 
At  The  Saints: 

/ Remember  Mama 


S  ™ 


GayCommunityNews 


Vol.  8,  No.  22 


(617)426-4469 


©GCN,  1980 


December  20. 1980 


Workers,  Owners 
Battle  It  Out 
At  SF  Gay  Hotel 


By  David  Lamble 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay- 
owned  and  operated  hotel  that 
advertises  itself  in  national  gay 
publications  as  “a  special  place  for 
special  people”  has  become  the 
focus  of  a  labor  dispute,  the  issues 
of  which  appear  to  illustrate  some 
special  labor/management  prob¬ 
lems  in  this  city  which  has  been 
called  the  Gay  Mecca. 

Eleven  former  housekeeping 
employees  at  the  Hotel  York  have 
accused  the  York  owner,  Russell 
Cox,  of  firing  them  for  allegedly 
phony  reasons,  and  with 
attempting  to  replace  them  with 
gay  Cuban  refugees. 

Cox,  in  a  signed,  written 
statement  issued  on  the  hotel’s 
letterhead,  has  denied  the  former 
York  empolyees’  allegations,  and 
has  insisted  that  four  of  the  11 
former  housekeeping  workers 
were  fired  for  cause,  and  that  the 
remaining  seven  were  given  sea¬ 
sonal  layoffs  and  were  eligible  to 
be  rehired  when  San  Francisco’s 
tourist  season  begins  in  the  spring. 

In  the  meantime,  the  executive 
director  of  Jobpower,  a  les- 
bian/gay  employment  program 
receiving  governmental  funds,  in  a 
‘‘Dear  Russell”  letter,  has  charged 
York  owner  Cox  with  making  “a 
very  serious  error”  by  allegedly 
recruiting  Cuban  refugees  to  work'  duties 
at  the  hotel  while  at  the  same  time 
laying  off  others  for  lack  of  work. 

Both  in  his  letter  to  Cox  and  in  a 
phone  interview  with  GCN, 
Jobpower’ s  Mark  Hetts  accused 
the  hotel  owner  with  neglecting  to 
inform  the  job  agency  “about  the 
workplace  disputes  in  progress,” 
and  with  a  willingness  to  “place 


the  Cubans  —  already  desperate 
for  employment  and  stability  — 
into  a  situation  that  is  at  best 
difficult  and  which  could  be 
dangerous  to  them.” 

In  his  statement,  Cox  argues  the 
Cuban  refugees  were  employed 
from  Jobpower  when  10  house¬ 
keeping  employees  failed  to  report 
for  work,  Cox  asserting  that  he 
had  assumed  the  workers  were 
resigning.  The  workers,  through 
their  own  spokesperson,  insist  that 
they  had  been  informed  by  phone 
that  they  had  been  fired  and 
should  report  later  than  usual  to 
pick  up  their  final  checks. 

In  an  interview  with  GCN, 
Russell  Cox  denied  that  such  a 
phone  call  was  made  by  any 
member  of  his  staff. 

Interviews  with  the  workers 
conducted  by  GCN  reveal 
allegations  against  Cox  of  on-job 
harassment;  „  failure  to  pay  for 
legally  worked  overtime  at 
overtime  rates;  and  attempts  to 
have  housekeeping  employees 
perform  jobs  apparently  outside 
their  normal  duties,  including 
washing  the  owner’s  car  and 
cleaning  his  house,  as  well  as 
painting  and  construction  work 
paid  for  at  below  union  and 
standard  area  wage  rates. 

The  workers  insist  that  the  extra 
required  of  them  were 
accompanied  by  '  implicit  and 
explicit  threats  that  they  would  be 
fired  for  failure  to  perform  the 
work. 

Additionally,  several  of  the 
workers  have  accused  openly  gay 
supervisor  Harry  Britt  of  taking 
owner  Cox’s  side  of  the  dispute. 

Continued  on  Page  8 


Bettye  Lane 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  through  the  streets  of  Greenwich  Village  following  the  machine-gun  attacks  on 
New  York  bars  that  left  two  gay  men  de»a  and  six  others  wounded.  The  Chelsea  Gay  Alliance  says  that  many 
other  attacks  go  unreported  and  unrecognized. 
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CGA  Hotline  Statistics  Indicate: 

1.5  People  Per  Day  In  NY 
Attacked  For  Being  Gay 


By  Philip  Shehadi 
NEW  YORK  —  Last  March, 
four  gay  men  were  badly  beated  by 
a  group  of  baseball  bat-wielding 
youths  in  Chelsea.  The  event 
galvanized  the  Chelsea  Gay 
Association  into  action:  the  group 
successfully  pressured  police  to 
bolster  patrols  of  the 
neighborhood.  But  the  attacks 
didn’t  stop. 

At  an  angry  June  meeting  at  the 
Tenth  Precinct  —  that  some  like  to 
call  “the  storming  of  the  Bastille” 


Liz  Holtzman  Recommends 
Dropping  Immigration  Ban 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Select  Commission 
of  Immigration  and  Refugee 
Policy  here  last  weekend,  Com¬ 
missioner  Elizabeth  Holtzman, 
outgoing  U.S.  Representative 
from  New  York  City,  recom¬ 
mended  that  all  sex-related 
grounds  for  exclusion  be  dropped. 

The  sixteen  commissioners  — 
four  U.S.  Senators,  four  U.S. 
Representatives,  and  eight  Presi¬ 
dential  Cabinet  members  or  presi¬ 
dential  appointees  —  will  meet  on 
January  6  to  vote  on  whether  ex¬ 
clusionary  categories  relating  to 
lesbian  and  gay  aliens  should  be 
abolished. 

That  meeting  will  be  the  last  for 
the  commission,  which  has  in  the 
past  year  held  twelve  public  meet¬ 
ings  around  the  country  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  assess  the  public’s  opinion 
on  immigration  issues.  In  March, 
it  will  recommend  changes  in  the 
U.S.  immigration  and  refugee 
policy  to  President  Ronald 
Reagan  and  the  U.S.  Congress. 

In  the  final  hours  of  the  week- 
end-long  meeting,  Holtzman 
raised  the  issue  of  exclusion  of 
“homosexual  aliens.”  According 
to  an  aide,  Jim  Schwitzer,  she  told 
the  commission  that  it  should 
recommend  to  the  president  and 
to  the  Congress  that  the  “Drop  all 
[exclusionary]  grounds  relating  to 
sex,”  as  well  as  those  applied  to 
aliens  involved  in  prostitution, 


excepting  those  who  had  been 
convicted  of  a  criminal  offense. 

Three  of  the  existing  33  grounds 
for  exclusion  from  the  U.S.,  as  de¬ 
fined  by  the  1952  Immigration 
and  Nationality  Act,  can  be 
applied  to  “homosexual  aliens.” 
Section  212A4  of  the  act  “bars 
aliens  afflicted  with  psychopathic 
personalities  or  sexual  deviants  or 
other  mental  defect.”  Section 
212A13  “bars  aliens  coming  to  the 
United  States  to  engage  in  any  im¬ 
moral  sexual  acts.”  Section  212A9 
“bars  aliens  convicted  of  a  crime 
involving  moral  turpitude  or  those 
who  admit  having  committed  such 
a  crime  or  committing  acts  consti¬ 
tuting  essential  elements  of  such  a 
crime.” 

According  to  Schwitzer,  Holtz¬ 
man  spoke  out  against  212A4  and 
212A13,  but  did  not  mention 
212A9  in  reference  to  homosex¬ 
uals.  Schwitzer  added  that  the  reg¬ 
ulation  most  frequently  used  to 
bar  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  the 
U.S.  is  212A4. 

Robert  Portman,  from  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  commission,  feels  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  commission  will  rec¬ 
ommend  the  elimination  of  exclu¬ 
sionary  categories  applied  to 
homosexual  aliens  not  convicted 
of  a  criminal  offense.  What  are 
the  chances  that  the  new,  more 
conservative  Congress  would 
accept  such  a  recommendation? 

“I’m  optimistic  —  maybe 
overly  optimistic.  Six  months  ago, 


it  was  clear  that  the  Jimmy  Carter 
administration  was  backing  it  100 
per  cent  —  and  [Senator]  Edward 
Kennedy  was  backing  it.  Now. . . 
well,  in  the  House  anyway,  it 
seems  inconceivable  that  we 
wouldn’t  back  it.” 

Portman  predicts  that  Sen. 
Allan  Simpson  (R)  of  Wyoming 
and  Rep.  Robert  McClory  (R)  of 
Illinois,  both  commission  mem¬ 
bers,  may  vote  against  dropping 
Continued  on  Page  16 


—  CGA  members  confronted 
officers  with  the  continued  anti¬ 
gay  violence,  which  the  police 
professed  to  know  little  or  nothing 
about. 

“That’s  when  we  decided  to  get 
serious,”  recalls  CGA  member  Jay 
C  atkins.  “We  didn’t  feel  we  were 
getting  fuU  cooperation  from  the 
police.” 

His  group  struck  out  on  its  own 
and  set  up  the  Chelsea  Gay 
Association  Hotline  to  monitor 
attacks  against  gays  in  Chelsea  and 
throughout  New  York  City.  Now, 
six  months  later,  the  hotline  has 
compiled  hard  statistics  to  back  up 
what  many  have  always  suspected: 
the  problem  of  anti-gay  violence  in 
New  York  is  massive,  widespread, 
and  probably  growing. 

The  hotline  now  receives  an 
average  of  three  to  four  calls  a  day 
reporting  attacks.  Some  calls  are 
about  attacks  that  took  place  last 
winter  or  spring;  others  are  based 
on  hearsay  —  someone  heard 
about  an  attack  that  took  place. 

But  enough  calls  are  from 
victims  of  recent  assaults  for  the 
CGA  to  claim  that  1.5  people  per 
day  are  victimized  for  being  gay. 

The  hotline  works  like  this:  An 
answering  service  at  (212)  691-7950 
takes  the  caller’s  phone  number. 


CGA  members  check  the  service 
twice  a  day  and  return  the  calls, 
asking  for  the  caller’s  name  and 
address,  where  and  when  the  at¬ 
tack  took  place,  what  the  at- 
tacker(s)  looked  like,  and  finally, 
if  the  incident  were! reported,  the 
complaint  number  assigned  by 
police. 

“It  is  very  important  to  get  the 
complaint  number,”  said 
Watkins,  “because  complaints  are 
computerized,  and  the  number 
allows  us  to  pursue  the  complaints 
quickly.” 

If  the  victim  has  not  reported 
the  attack  to  police,  CGA  will  en¬ 
courage  the  caller  to  do  so,  offer¬ 
ing  to  accompany  the  victim  to  the 
station  and  help  with  formalities. 

“We  stress  that  they  aren’t  go¬ 
ing  to  meet  with  hostilities  from 
the  police,  that  they  won’t  be 
harassed  or  insulted,”  said 
Watkins.  An  impressively  high  90 
per  cent  of  the  victims  who  call  do 
report  their  cases  to  police. 

As  for  whether  or  not  to  press 
charges,  the  hotline  will  “do  a  bit 
of  nudging,”  but  will  not  pour  on 
the  pressure.  “The  fact  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  actually  do  bring  their 
cases  to  court  have  a  hell  of  a 
time,”  said  Watkins,  “because  the 
Continued  on  Page  6 


SF  Pride  Committee  Splits 


Compiled  by  Joanne  Brown 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  the 
most  recent  develoopment  in  a 
conflict  within  San  Francisco’s 
Gay  Freedom  Day  Committee,  the 
general  membership  has  separated 
from  the  Corporate  Board  of 
GFDC  and  formed  an  independ¬ 
ent  group,  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Parade  Committee. 

According  to  Kory  White, 
treasurer  of  the  new  committee, 
the  membership  had  tried  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  the  Board  following  an 
uproar  last  spring  over  the 
Board’s  decision  to  plan  the  1980 
parade  without  speakers  (see  GCN 
Vol.  7,  Nos.  48  and  50). 

Last  spring,  the  corporate 
board  decided  to  plan  the  parade 
with  only  entertainers.  The 
general  membership  of  GFDC  op¬ 
posed  the  decision,  and  voted  to 


include  political  speakers  in  what 
they  considered  the  tradition  of 
the  New  York  City  Stonewall 
Riots  of  1969,  an  event  generally 
considered  the  beginning  of  the 
contemporary  lesbian  and  gay 
movement  which  is  commemor¬ 
ated  each  June  on  Gay  Freedom 
Day.  The  GFDC  board,  however, 
refused  to  recognize  the  member¬ 
ship  vote  (see  GCN  Vol.  7, 
No.  48). 

After  an  emotional  battle,  the 
board  eventually  relented  to  a 
degree,  and  several  speakers  did 
appear;  but  the  controversy  liter¬ 
ally  carried  over  onto  the  stage  at 
the  June  29  event,  as  lesbian 
comic  Robin  Tyler  was  permitted 
to  speak  only  after  demands  by 
the  crowd,  and  the  all-women  jazz 
band  Alive!  gave  up  some  of  its 
set  time  to  permit  band  member 


Barbara  Cameron  to  speak  as  a 
representative  of  the  Gay  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  movement.  The  board 
had  denied  requests  for  a  Native 
American  speaker  (see  GCN  Vol. 
7,  No.  50). 

“In  August,  the  GFDC  mem¬ 
bership  met  and  discussed  changes 
we  wanted  in  the  way  decisions 
were  made,  and  we  presented 
these  to  the  Board  for  negotiation. 
We  never  heard  back  from  them. 
Board  co-chair  Bruce  Goranson 
had  denied  that  the  general  mem¬ 
bership  even  existed.  That  was  un¬ 
acceptable  to  us,  and  we  formed 
the  new  outgrowth  of  the 
GFDC,”  White  told  GCN. 

Mary  Jane  Atkins,  board  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Gay  Freedom  Day 
Committee  since  July,  said  that 
the  failure  of  the  board  to  respond 
1  Continued  on  Page  7 


News  Notes _ 

quote  of  the  week 

“A  community  that  defines  itself  by  the  degree 
of  its  victimization  is  a  community  without  power.  To 
repeat  a  litany  of  persecution  as  the  organ  swells  and 
the  choir  sings,  is  one  thing;  to  glorify  that  per¬ 
secution,  suggesting  that  victim  status  confers  a 
special  nobility  on  us,  is  another.  We  cannot  find  self- 
worth  by  measuring  the  extent  to  which  we  are  hated; 
we  cannot  find  strength  by  claiming  that  our  weak¬ 
ness  makes  of  us  a  chosen  people;  and  we  cannot 
inherit  the  earth  by  being  gunned  down  to  bleed  our 
lives  away  on  the  winter  street. 

“If  it  is  true,  as  one  minister  counseled  the 
crowd  that  the  church  is  built  on  the  blood  of  its 
martyrs,  then  I  cannot  afford  that  church.  And  I 
cannot  afford  “political”  martyrs  any  more  than 
“religious”  ones,  cannot  afford  to  have  living  life  lost 
and  be  told  that  deaths  will  build  our  cause. 

“I  suggest  that  we  begin  with  our  anger:  an 
anger  at  least  as  real  as  our  very  real  pain,  and 
infinitely  more  useful  than  the  acceptance  of  such 
pain  as  our  lot  in  life,  our  identity,  our  blessing.  I 
suggest  that  we  recognize,  instead,  the  capacity  to 
feel  rage  as  a  blessing:  as  a  way  to  burn  through  the 
definition  of  our  lives  as  victim  lives:  I  suggest  that 
we  take  back  our  souls  from  the  sorry,  the  sad  and 
the  saints.  Let  us  refuse  martyrdom  and  regain  right¬ 
ful  rage  And  then,  I  suggest,  Let  us  act  on  it.” 

—  Sara  Miles  on  the  services  following  Ronald 
Crumpley’s  machine-gun  attack  on  New  York  bars,  in 
a  letter  headlined  “Rage  As  A  Blessing”  in  the  Village 
Voice,  December  3-9,  1980. 


jim  and  ginger  get  theirs 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  The  Austin  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Caucus  has  won  a  settlement  in  a  discrimination 
complaint  against  Jim  and  Ginger’s  Northside  Kwik 
Kopy.  The  complaint  stems  from  Kwik  Kopy’s  refusal 
to  print  the  Austin  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Caucus’s 
September  newsletter  because  of  its  lesbian/gay 
content. 

The  complaint  was  filed  by  the  ALGPC  Co-Chair 
Scottie  Scott  with  the  Austin  Human  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee,  under  the  City  of  Austin  Public  Accommoda¬ 
tions  Ordinance,  which  prohibits  the  denial  of  retail 
service  to  any  person  due  to  their  sexual  orientation. 

The  ALGPC  complaint  stated  that  Scott  deliv¬ 
ered  the  newsletter  copy  to  the  printer  on  Sept.  11 
after  receiving  a  bid  and  promised  delivery  date  over 
the  phone.  When  a  Kwik  Kopy  clerk  discovered  the 
nature  of  the  material,  she  told  Scott  she  would  have 
to  check  with  the  owner  by  phone. 

The  clerk  then  told  Scott,  “The  owner  said  he 
can’t  refuse  to  print  this  unless  the  machine  is 
broken,  and  if  necessary,  he  will  come  down  here 
tonight  and  break  the  machine.” 

Terms  of  the  out-of-court  settlement  included  a 
cash  settlement  of  $50  for  ALGPC’s  expenses  in¬ 
curred  in  taking  the  newsletter  to  another  printer,  a 
written  statement  from  Kwik  Kopy  that  they  will  not 
discriminate  in  the  future,  and  an  agreement  not  to 
screen  clients  over  the  telephone.  Kwik  Kopy’s 
owners  admitted  no  wrongdoing  as  a  condition  in  set¬ 
tling  the  complaint. 

Scott  said:  “This  settlement  is  especially  impor¬ 
tant  because  of  the  small  number  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  discrimination  cases  that  are  won  nationwide.  It 
is  also  unusual  to  win  a  cash  settlement  in  this  type 
of  case,  so  we  feel  that  this  case  represents  a  signifi¬ 
cant  victory  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.” 


hoarding  the  pill 

MANAGUA,  NICARAGUA  —  Women  in  this 
country  are  reportedly  hoarding  contraceptives 
because  they  fear  that  the  new  Sandanista  govern¬ 
ment  will  discourage  and  possibly  outlaw  use  of  the 
"pill”  and  other  birth  control  devices. 

According  to  Her  Say,  a  feminist  news  service, 
Nicaraguan  feminists  say  they  believe  the  new  gov¬ 
ernment  is  adopting  a  “pronatalist”  policy  in  order  to 
populate  sparsely  populated  areas,  and  to  make  up 
for  the  thousands  killed  during  the  Sandanista 
Revolution  that  overthrew  dictator  Anastasio  Somoza 
nine  months  ago. 

The  U.S.  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  says  that  Nicaraguan  women  who  actively 
fought  in  the  revolution  are  now  fighting  again,  this 
time  to  protect  their  right  to  bear  children  when  they 
choose.  Women  are  said  to  be  hoarding  contracep¬ 
tives  and  buying  as  many  as  eight  cycles  of  birth  con¬ 
trol  pills  at  a  time. 

The  Sandanista  government,  meanwhile,  is  re¬ 
portedly  insisting  that  contraceptives  will  continue 
to  be  available  to  any  woman  who  “wants”  them; 
however,  their  availability  will  not  be  publicized. 


crimes  against  gays  studied 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  Closeted  gays  are 
more  likely  to  be  crime  victims  than  gays  who  are 
open  about  their  homosexuality,  concludes  a  study 
by  Dr.  Laud  Humphreys,  professor  of  criminal  justice 
at  Claremont  Graduate  School,  and  Brian  Miller,  a 
Los  Angeles  psychotherapist. 

The  researchers  investigated  161  gay  victims  of 
murder  for  five  years  between  1973  and  1977.  No 
victims  were  lesbian;  all  were  gay  men.  The  findings 
were  published  recently  in  Qualitative  Sociology. 

“Almost  two  thirds  of  the  victims  were  highly 
secretive  about  their  homosexuality,”  says 
Humphreys,  “in  fact,  36  percent  of  the  gay  men  were 
heterosexually  married  with  wives  and  children  at  the 
time  of  their  death.” 

Male  prostitutes  killed  64  per'cent  of  the  gay 
victims,  and  the  remainder  were  murdered  by  “gay¬ 
bashing”  gangs.  “These  killers  of  gays  are  usually 
heterosexuals  —  at  least  outwardly  —  who  hate  gays 
or  who  may  themselves  be  fighting  homosexual 
tendencies,”  says  Miller.  “Society’s  attitude  toward 
gays  causes  some  people  to  feel  that  they  have  a 
right  to  beat  up  homosexuals,  and  people  who  fear 
they  may  be  gay  are  sometimes  so  self-hating  they 
steer  themselves  into  situations  where  they  are  likely 
to  become  either  victims  or  offenders.” 

Miller  continues,  “The  personalities  of  many 
victims  and  offenders  are  opposite  sides  of  the  same 
coin,  since  both  types  of  men  are  unaccepting  of 
homosexuality.” 

Miller,  who  does  therapy  with  gay  victims  of 
assault,  says  “These  men  are  usually  in  the  closet 
and  heterosexually  married,  but  they  risk  death  by 
fraternizing  with  male  prostitutes.” 

Humphreys  adds,  “Males  prostitutes  are  not,  as 
some  moralists  claim,  innocent  children  who  are 
molested  by  dirty  old  men.”  The  researchers  found 
these  prostitutes  are  criminally  experienced,  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  their  gay  feelings,  and  “prey  on  their 
lonely  customers  to  finance  drug  habits.” 

“Ethnic  gangs  sometimes  attack  open  gays,” 
Humphreys  notes,  “because  these  toughs  represent 
homosexuals  moving  into  their  neighborhoods  and 
forcing  them  out  by  raising  property  values.” 

“The  gruesome  nature  of  the  killings  shows  the 
offenders’  intense  hate,”  Humphreys  says.  “Seldom 
is  a  homosexual  victim  simply  shot;  he  is  more  apt  to 
be  stabbed  a  dozen  or  more  times,  mutilated  and 
strangled.” 

The  investigation  dispells  myths  about  gay 
victims  of  murder.  “Lovers’  quarrels  were  not  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  deaths,”  Miller  states,  “nor  was  sado¬ 
masochistic  sex  play  involved  in  the  fatalities.” 

As  a  way  to  prevent  crimes  against  homosex¬ 
uals,  the  researchers  suggest  that  people  become 
more  accepting  of  homosexuality  and  that  more  gays 
come  out  of  the  closet  so  they  can  band  together  for 
mutual  protection. 


anita  backs  down 

SELMA,  AL  —  Anita  says  she  hasn’t  changed  her 
mind,  after  all. 

Responding  to  publicity  stemming  from  an  inter¬ 
view  in  the  December  issue  of  Ladies  Home  Journal 
magazine,  Anita  Bryant  has  released  a  statement  say¬ 
ing  she  has  not  “changed  my  mind  about  homosex¬ 
uality  or  feminism;  I  just  understand,  better,  the  frus¬ 
trations  of  the  groups.” 

In  a  statement  released  to  the  Selma  Times- 
Journal,  anti-gay  crusader  Bryant  said  that  "at  the 
time  of  the  interview,  back  in  July,  I  was  still  in  the 
shadow  of  the  divorce  court  and  was  still  in  shock 
from  my  wrecked  marriage;  I  was  particularly  vul- 
nerableandlmylthoughts,  like myllife  itself,  were  in  dis¬ 
array.  I  think  had  I  had  the  benefit  of  the  healing  I  have 
since  experienced,  there  are  some  feelings  that  I 
would  have  kept  to  myself,  but  as  difficult  as  the  truth 
is  at  times,  we  must  all  learn  to  face  it  and  to  grow  in 
it.” 

In  the  LHJ  interview  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  19),  Bry¬ 
ant  said  that  the  church  needed  to  be  “more  loving” 
toward  lesbians  and  gay  men,  “and  willing  to  see 
these  people  as  human  beings ...  I’m  more  inclined  to 
say  live  and  let  live,  just  don’t  flaunt  it  ortry  to  legalize 
it.”  She  also  said  that  “fundamentalists  have  their 
head  in  the  sand”  and  that  “there  are  some  valid  rea¬ 
sons  why  militant  feminists  are  doing  what  they  are 
doing  . . .  most  men  are  insensitive  to  women’s 
needs.” 

In  her  recent  statement,  however,  Bryant  said  she 
hadn’t  changed  her  mind  and  decided  to  support 
feminism  or  gay  rights,  implying  that  LHJ  interviewer 
Cliff  Jahr  has  used  her  statements  out  of  context. 

“However,”  she  added,  “it  will  have  been  worth 
expressing  my  own  failings  and  sufferings,  if  it 
causes  men  to  be  more  sensitive  to  their  wives,  if  it 
quickens  the  conscience  of  Christian  believers  to  love 
more  unconditionally,  and  if  it  encourages  women 
with  domestic  problems  to  put  to  work  a  professing 
faith  in  Almighty  God.” 


look  over  your  shoulder 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Republicans  on  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Judiciary  Committee  have  agreed  to  a  restructur¬ 
ing  of  the  panel  that  would  revive  a  semblance  of  the 
old  “internal  security”  subcommittee. 

Sen.  Strom  Thurmond  (R-SC),  a  conservative  who 
is  in  line  to  become  committee  chair,  announced  that 
the  new  subcommittee  on  security  apd  terrorism  will 
be  headed  by  freshman  senator  Jeremiah  Denton  of 
Alabama,  a  retired  admiral  whowassupported  by  the 
fundamentalist  Christian  lobby  Moral  Majority. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Washington  Post,  the 
new  subcommittee  will  “keep  watch  over  Communist 
activities  within  the  United  States”  and  will  have 
“added  jurisdiction  over  terrorism.” 

In  addition,  the  Post  quotes  a  committee  source 
as  saying  that  the  subcommittee  “will  have  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  mutiny,  espionage,  counterfeiting,  the  FBI, 
and  the  Drug  Enforcement  Administration.” 

The  report  did  not  include  the  Senate’s  defini¬ 
tions  of  “terrorism,”  “mutiny,”  or  “espionage.” 

For  years,  according  to  the  Post,  the  committee 
had  a  subcommittee  on  internal  security  headed  by 
James  0.  Eastland,  former  senator  from  Mississippi, 
that  conducted  freewheeling  anticommunist  investi¬ 
gations  to  the  dismay  of  civil  libertarians.  It  was  dis¬ 
banded  four  years  ago,  as  was  a  similar  committee  in 
the  House. 

Under  the  committee  reorganization,  the  anti¬ 
trust  subcommittee,  which  for  years  provided  a  forum 
for  liberals  to  investigate  big  business,  will  be  dis¬ 
banded  and  its  jurisdiction  folded  into  the  full  com¬ 
mittee,  where  it  can  be  overseen  by  Thurmond. 

The  subcommittee  on  the  Constitution,  which 
handles  civil  rights  legislation  and  constitutional 
amendments,  will  be  headed  by  Orrin  Hatch  (R-UT), 
who  has  opposed  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  who 
recently  lead  a  Senate  filibuster  against  a  civil 
rights  bill  against  racial  discrimination  in  housing. 

Paul  Laxalt  (R-NV),  author  of  the  anti-gay  Family 
Protection  Act  and  close  advisor  to  President-elect 
Ronald  Reagan,  will  be  in  charge  of  regulatory  reform. 


still  at  it 

SELMA,  AL  —  Anita  Bryant’s  “counseling 
service”  to  help  “reform”  homosexuals,  meanwhile, 
is  still  at  it. 

In  a  letter  dated  November  21,  Protect  America’s 
Children  officer  Von  Carswell  tells  people  who  wrote 
Bryant  after  her  divorce  that  the  organization  has  re¬ 
located  to  Selma,  “and  the  evidence  is  overwhelming 
that  there  is  a  great  need  for  this  ministry  to  expand.” 

Carswell  writes  that  “a  young  mother  writes  for 
help  in  protecting  her  little  2 Vi  year  old  daughter  in  a 
custody  fight.  The  father  is  fighting  for  shared  cus¬ 
tody  even  though  he  is  living  openly  in  a  homosexual 
relationship  and  has  made  the  photographing  of  por¬ 
nography  a  hobby.” 

“I  want  you  to  know,”  Carswell’s  letter  con¬ 
tinues,  “that  P.A.C.  will  pay  for  a  child  psychiatrist  to 
come  in  and  testify  on  behalf  of  the  child  so  that  the 
homosexual  father  will  not  be  able  to  have  that  little 
girl  overnight  and  weekends  to  expose  her  to  what  is 
unthinkable.” 

The  letter  also  asks  for  supporters  to  commit 
themselves  as  “prayer  warriors,”  pledging  prayers  in 
support  of  the  organization’s  goals. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  directors, 
according  to  the  organization’s  new  letterhead,  is 
Larry  Striplin  of  Selma.  Bryant  and  Striplin  recently 
denied  reports  in  such  papers  as  the  National  En¬ 
quirer  that  they  were  planning  to  marry.  Anti-gay 
evangelist  James  Robison  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  is 
also  listed  as  a  board  member. 

PAC  can  be  contacted  at  300  Broad  Street, 
Selma,  AL  36701.  The  organization’s  phone  number  is 
(205)  875-4567. 


official  recognition 

MADRID,  Spain  —  This  country’s  government 
has  officially  recognized  Spain’s  largest  lesbian  and 
gay  organization,  the  Catalan  Gay  Liberation  Front 
(FAGC). 

According  to  San  Diego’s  Update,  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  historic  announcement  came  after  1000 
public  figures  and  intellectuals  signed  a  petition 
calling  for  FAGC’s  legalization. 

Some  50  town  councils  representing  75  percent 
of  the  population  of  Catalonia,  a  Spanish  province, 
also  endorsed  the  request,  as  did  women’s,  young 
people’s,  left-wing,  and  trade  union  groups. 

Both  the  Spanish  communist  and  socialist  par-' 
ties  raised  the  issue  in  parliament,  demanding  a 
change  in  the  government’s  anti-gay  stance. 
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NAMBLA  Holds  Conference 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Some  fifty  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA)  met  here  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Dec.  6  to  consider  legal  and 
political  implications  of  male 
transgenerational  relations,  to 
discuss  those  relations  from  a 
personal  perspective  and  to 
conduct  business  related  to  the 
structure  of  the  two-year-old 
organization. 

As  the  first  of  three  panelists 
discussing  legal  matters,  Boston 
attorney  John  Ward  reported  on 
the  legal  status  of  two  men 
currently  in  prison  for  having 
consensual  sex  with  minors.  Both 
cases  are  being  appealled. 

Ward  said  the  practical  lessons 
to  be  learned  from  the  cases  are 
that  a  defense  attorney  who  shares 
the  moral  values  and  visceral 
reactions  of  the  police  is  not  likely 
to  make  clear  to  the  defendant 
what  his  options  are  and  that  a 
defendant  has  nothing  to  gain 
from  making  deals  with  district 
attorneys. 

Ward  told  the  NAMBLA  mem¬ 
bers  that  the  issue  in  both  appeals 
cases  is  consent,  which  the  law 
assumes  no  person  under  the  age 
of  16  is  capable  of  giving.  He 
pointed  out  that  a  minor  can  be 
charged  with  rape,  in  which  case 
the  law  implies  that  minors  are 
responsible  agents  in  sexual  acts, 
but  that  sex  between  an  adult  and 
a  minor,  regardless  of  whether 
coercion  is  involved,  is  defined  as 
statutory  rape,  in  which  case  the 
contrary  is  implied.  He  said  such 
“illogical”  laws  stand  because  of 
the  visceral  reactions  of  judges. 

Ward  added  that  given  the 
“virulence  of  prejudice”  against 
transgenerational  sex,  fair  trials 
are  impossible  unless  the  im¬ 
panelling  of  juries  involves  voir 
dire  questioning  of  potential 
jurors,  a  process  by  which  open- 
ended  questions  are  asked  in  order 
to  discover  prejudices. 

The  second  panelist,  Boston 
writer  John  Mitzel,  said  that 
although  modern  legal  theory  is 
rational  in  prohibiting  only 
specific  acts,  the  religious  roots  of 
the  law  survive  in  its  treatment  of 
sexual  matters,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  sex  with  minors.  He  stated 
that  concurrently  with  the  rise  of 


neo-Freudian  psychoanalytic 
theory  in  the  reactionary  50s, 
statutes^were  passed  to  outlaw  not 
concrete  acts  but  certain  sexual 
states  of  being. 

In  California  a  law  was  passed 
in  1952  requiring  the  registration 
of  “sexual  deviants.”  There  are 
curently  250,000  persons  regis¬ 
tered,  he  said,  and  there  is  no  legal 
process  for  having  one’s  name 
removed  from  the  list.  In 
Massachusetts,  the  Olson  Act  of 
1952  makes  it  possible  to  have 
those  convicted  of  certain  kinds  of 
sex,  including  non-coercive  sex 
with  minors,  declared  “sexually 
dangerous  persons,”  a  category 
that  permits  up  to  life  im¬ 
prisonment  regardless  of  any 
specific  act  committed. 

There  are  presently  25  men  at 
the  Bridgewater  Treatment  Center 
who  have  been  declared  “sexually 
dangerous  persons.” 

Mitzel  pointed  out  that  such 
“reactionary  sex  laws”  have  at 
times  been  passed  in  the  guise  of 
promoting  sexual  equality  in  the 
law. 

The  third  panelist,  Alex  Wilson 
of  Toronto,  told  of  recent  events 
in  Canada,  beginning  with  the 
1978  raid  on  the  offices  of  The 
Body  Politic  (TBP),  the  lesbian 
and  gay  publication  he  works  with 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  5,  No.  27).  The 
raid  followed  the  publication  in 
January  1978  of  an  article  on  male 
transgenerational  relations,  “Men 
Loving  Boys  Loving  Men.” 
Wilson  said  the  raid,  in  which 
police  seized  manuscripts, 
records,  personal  papers  and  lists 
of  subscribers,  followed  the 
widely-publicized  case  of  a  twelve- 
year-old  male  who  was  murdered 
after  allegedly  being  forced  to 
pose  for  pornographic  photo¬ 
graphs.  Although  TBP  was  * 
subsequently  acquitted,  police  are 
still  holding  the  materials  seized  !n 
the  raid. 

Wilson  described  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  “prudery  and 
intolerance”  in  Anglo  Canada 
which  has  contributed  to  police 
repression  of  “peripheral 
elements”  of  the  gay  male 
community,  including  men 
involved  in  sexual  relationships 
with  boys,  and  has  fostered  the 
recent  emergence  of  extreme 
rightist  political  groups.  The 


rightists  distributed  anti-gay  hate 
literature  during  recent  elections, 
contributing  to  the  defeat  of  gay 
and  pro-gay  candidates  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  19). 

Wilson  outlined  a  political 
strategy  which  includes  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  a  dialog  with  the 
gay  movement  and  the  women’s 
movement  and  for  forming 
alliances  with  other  progressive 
struggles. 

Wilson  added  that  NAMBLA 
members  should  work  for  change 
in  the  interest  of  youth  beyond 
sexual  freedom.  He  cited  the  need 
for  jobs,  changes  in  the  education 
system  and,  ultimately,  autonomy 
for  youth. 

As  part  of  a  second  panel,  an 
adolescent  who  lives  in  a  Boston 
household  with  other  adolescents 
and  with  adults  said  he  felt  “total 
outrage  at  the  fanatic  attacks”  on 
males  in  transgenerational  rela¬ 
tionships  by  the  state  and  by  reli¬ 
gious  groups.  He  said  he  was 
convinced  from  his  own 
experiences  that  youths  and  adults 
alike  learn  from  their  sexual  and 
emotional  relations.  He  said  a 
common  phenomenon  is  for 
youths  from  troubled  homes  to 
find  emotional  support,  apart 
from  sex,  in  relationships  with 
men,  but  that  youths  also  learn 
about  sex  in  such  relationships. 

He  said  later  during  a  question 
and  answer  session  that  the  non- 
sexual  part  of  the  relationship  was 
more  important  to  him  personally. 

A  second  adolescent  panelist 
who  lives  in  the  same  household 
said  he  had  recently  come  out  and 
had  found  stability  and  emotional 
support  among  adult  men.  He  said 
that  in  his  case  the  support  did  not 
depend  on  his  having  sex  with 
them. 

In  the  question  and  answer 
session,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY)  commented  that  al¬ 
though  relations  with  adults  are 
not  themselves  harmful  to  youths, 
outside  pressure  may  be  harmful 
and  that  there  must  be  peer 
support  for  both  men  and  boys. 

The  second  teenaged  panelist 
replied  that  the  relationship 
provides  support,  at  which  the 
BAGLY  member  responded  that 
he  had  know  a  gay  youth  who  was 
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Harvard  Group  Can’t  Put 
Info  In  Official  Packet 


By  David  Morris 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Or¬ 
ganized  lesbian  and  gay  students  at 
Harvard  College  won  a  dubious 
victory  recently  when  an  advisory 
committee  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  college  administration  that 
their  pamphletlbedistributed|to  stu¬ 
dents  at  spring  registration  sep¬ 
arately  from  official  registration 
material. 

With  no  dissenting  votes,  the 
Committee  on  Houses  and  Under¬ 
graduate  Life  (CHUL)  at  Harvard 
approved  a  motion  recommending 
to  the  administration  that  student 
organizations,  including  the  Har- 
vard-Radcliffe  Gay  Students 
Association  (HRGSA),  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  distribute  literature  at 
registration  by  inserting  it  in  en¬ 
velopes  supplied  by  the  college, 
which  would  then  be  handed  out 
to  students  next  spring  along  with 
packets  of  registration  material. 
The  measure  was  adopted  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  a  motion  initiated  by 
HRGSA,  calling  for  the  inclusion 
of  student  organizations’  litera¬ 
ture  in  official  registration 
packets. 

CHUL  decisions  are  not  binding 
on  the  university  administration. 

The  meeting  followed  a  contro¬ 
versial  ruling  by  Dean  of  Students 


Archie  Epps  that  past  inclusion  of 
student  groups’  leaflets  in  regis¬ 
tration  packets  had  been  an  “un¬ 
fortunate  mistake”  in  violation  of 
university  policy,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  the  HRGSA  pamphlet  could 
not  be  included  in  the  packets  next 
spring  as  HRGSA  had  requested. 

According  to  the  Harvard  Crim¬ 
son,  Epps  told  a  group  of  HRGSA 
members  at  a  meeting  on  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  “We’re  going  to  continue 
the  old  policy,  and  it  applies 
equally  to  the  gay  students  and  all 
other  groups.” 

In  a  November  29  letter  to  Epps, 
HRGSA  members  Benjamin 
Schatz  and  Sarah  Yedinsky 
claimed,  “The  GSA  has  in  its  pos¬ 
session  registration  packets  going 
back  14  years  to  1966  that  contain 
enclosures  from  many  student  or¬ 
ganizations  ....  It  is  clear  that  if 
any  policy  existed  before  the 
GSA’s  request,  it  was  not  enforced 
until  the  GSA’s  request.” 

“We’ve  been  screwed,”  Schatz 
told  GCN. 

Members  of  the  organization 
claim  that  students  will  be  re¬ 
luctant  to  accept  the  second  en¬ 
velope  at  registration  because  it 
will  become  identified  as  “the  gay 
packet.”  They  recount  a  history  of 
difficulty  in  reaching  students 


through  posters,  which  the  college 
limits  to  certain  areas  and  which 
have  been  removed  and  defaced  by 
homophobes  repeatedly  in  the 
past,  or  through  open  leafletting 
or  announcements  in  dining  halls, 
which  have  resulted  in  harassment 
and  threats. 

Gaye  Williams,  a  member  of 
HRGSA  and  president  of  the  Rad- 
cliffe  Lesbians  Association,  said  at 
the  CHUL  meeting  that  the  pam¬ 
phlet  was  written  to  counter  “the 
bigotry  and  ignorance  that  is  ram¬ 
pant  on  this  campus.” 

She  added  that  it  was  intended 
as  much  for  straight  students  as 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  but  that 
the  organization’s  purpose  “was 
not  to  recruit,  only  to  educate.” 

Williams’  remarks  drew  ap¬ 
plause  from  the  large  number  of 
supporters  at  the  meeting,  and 
their  applause  drew  from  Dean 
Henry  Rosovsky,  who  chaired  the 
meeting,  the  remark  that  such 
demonstrations  were  not  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  tradition  of  such  meet¬ 
ings  at  Harvard. 

Arguing  against  the  original 
HRGSA  motion,  Registrar  Mar¬ 
garet  Law  stated  that  because  of 
personnel  inadequacies,  student 
groups  themselves  would  have  to 
Continued  on  Page  8 


Michael  Thompson 

Tom  Reeves  (with  megaphone)  leads  members  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  in  a  picket  of  Bridgewater 
State  Prison  to  protest  the  incarceration  of  men  involved  in 
consensual  trans  generational  relationships. 

Harvard  Forum  Looks 
At  Movement  in  ’80s 


By  Joanne  Brown 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  “There 
is  no  hierarchy  of  oppression.  Any 
attack  against  blacks  is  an  attack 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  We 
must  see  the  immediate  connection 
between  gay  shootings  and  street 
harassment  against  women  and  in¬ 
creasing  violence  against  blacks.  If 
we  view  these  as  isolated  instead  of 
interlocking,  we  will  soon  be  ask¬ 
ing  only  one  question:  What  color 
will  the  star  on  my  forehead  be  on 
the  way  to  the  concentration 
:  camp?” 

That  is  what  poet  Audre  Lorde 
told  an  audience  of  300  at  a  panel 
discussion  on  December  4  at  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  School  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Harvard  University  en¬ 
titled  “Directions  of  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Community:  A  Decade 
of  Growth  and  a  Decade  of  Uncer¬ 
tainty.” 

The  forum,  the  first  lesbian/ 
gay-initiated  event  of  its  kind  at 
Harvard,  included  Lorde,  Ginny 
Apuzzo  (|19,80  Democratic 
Convention  delegate),  Diane 
Greene  (Lesbian  and  Gay  Media 
Advocates),  Rev.  Ed.  Hougen 
'(MCC), '  and  Benjamin 

Schatz  (Gays  Organized  in  Oppo¬ 
sition  to  Discrimination-Harvard). 
Gaye  Williams,  president  of  Rad- 
cliffe  Lesbian  Association,  mod¬ 
erated. 

Lorde  described  the  vote  for 
Reagan  as  “a  sign  of  frustration 
directed,  not  against  the  profit 
system  which  strips  us  all,  but 
against  oppressed  groups:  minori¬ 
ties,  poor,  women,  gays.”  She 
noted  the  similarities  between 
present  times  and  the  years  intro¬ 
ducing  the  McCarthy  era. 

“Lesbians  and  gays  coming  to¬ 
gether  must  learn  from  our  dif¬ 
ferences  and  see  our  common  ene¬ 
mies.  We  must  not  overlook  dif¬ 
ferences  or  view  them  as  insur¬ 
mountable  barriers. 

“If  we  want  growth,  we  must 
pierce  the  lure  of  individual  solu¬ 
tions.  We  need  coalitions  to  sur¬ 
vive.” 

In  her  speech,  Apuzzo  was  criti¬ 
cal  of  what  she  described  as  a  lack 


of  direction  in  the  lesbian/gay 
movement. 

“The  benefits  of  the  past  10 
years  are  overshadowed  by  the 
failures  that  we  ignore.  We  are  not 
yet  a  movement  for  serious  politi¬ 
cal  change.  Things  will  not  change 
just  with  more  of  what  we  have 
already,  such  as  money  and  volun¬ 
teers;  we  need  direction,  not  just 
energy.” 

Apuzzo  paticularly  criticized  the 
absense  of  an  effective  national 
gay  movement  and  the  failure  of 
existing  national  gay  leadership  to 
be  accountable  to  groups  at  the 
local  level.  She  named  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  U.S.  immigration  laws  and 
in  police  hiring  practices  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  national  issues. 

Apuzzo  noted  the  movement’s 
silence  on  the  anti-busing  bill.  “If 
we  don’t  support  other  groups, we 
will  not  deserve  their  support  when 
we  are  under  attack.  We  must 
recognize  generic  oppression,  not 
just  that  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Where  oppression  exists,  we  are 
potential  victims.  We  need  a  men¬ 
tality  that  says,  if  it’s  anti-busing, 
it’s  anti-gay;  if  it’s  anti-black,  it’s 
anti-gay;  if  it’s  anti-woman,  it’s 
anti-gay.  And  we  have  to  be  there 
with  other  groups,  not  just  weakly 
acknowledge  them.” 

Schatz,  in  a  humorous  speech  in 
which  he  emphasized  the  need  for 
hope  and  the  importance  of 
coming  out,  said,  “We  must  not 
allow  ourselves  to  live  in  fear,  we 
must  not  lose  our  sense  of  humor. 
While  we’re  fighting  Reagan  and 
the  Moral  Majority,  we  must  re¬ 
main  positive  and  keep  our  sense 
of  pride  in  the  community  we’ve 
developed  in  recent  years.” 

Greene  stressed  the  importance 
of  getting  positive  images  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  into  the  media 
instead  of  letting  the  media  create 
its  own  images  about  the  commun¬ 
ity.  Greene  criticized  the  media  for 
its  practice  of  either  ignoring  or 
sensationalizing  the  lesbian/gay 
community,  and  urged  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  get  involved  in  LAGMA, 
which  monitors  the  media  and  acts 
Continued  on  Page  8 
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parents  and  friends 

Dear  Friends: 

I  was  deeply  moved  by  the  letters  from  Nancy 
Walker  and  Dmitri  Belser  (GCN,  1 1/22).  I  whole¬ 
heartedly  agree  with  Nancy  Walker  when  she 
says,  “We  have  to  take  this  election  as  an  alarm 
bell  and  begin  organizing  as  never  before . . .  We 
must  forge  new  connecting  links  in  the  human 
chain  that  holds  us  together.”  That  human  chain 
must  include  the  parents  and  friends  of  gays.  That 
is  my  commitment.  The  hour  is  indeed  late  and 
the  enemy  strong  and  ruthless. 

After  the  National  March  on  Washington 
(1979)  and  lobbying  early  in  1980  in  Sacramento  I 
realized  again  that  numbers  make  a  huge  differ¬ 
ence.  It  is  important  for  each  and  every  one  of  us 
to  stand  up  and  be  counted  if  we  wish  to  make  a 
crowd  —  a  crowd  large  enough  to  confound  the 
enemy  —  a  crowd  big  enough  to  give  a  degree  of 
security  to  the  minority. 

I  now  wear  my  button  (“Parents  &  Friends  of 
Gays”)  at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  I  have  on 
hand  our  statement  of  purpose,  also  our  informa¬ 
tional  leaflet,  “About  Our  Children”  and  my 
own  statement  which  says, 

Why  I  wear  my  button: 

“PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  GAYS” 

—  at  all  times. 

because  I  believe  the  time  has  come,  (really 
is  long  over  due),  for  parents  and 
friends  of  Gays  to  “come  out  of 
their  own  closets.”  We  heterosex¬ 
uals  are  in  a  far  better  position  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted. 

What  I  hope  it  will  accomplish  — 

(1)  Locate  those  who  agree  with 
me,  and  may  join  me  in  the 
outreach,  by  also  wearing  a 
Parent  and  Friends  button; 

(2)  Open  lines  of  communication 
and  education  and  dispel  the 
myths;  and 

(3)  Ultimately,  through  under¬ 
standing,  will  help  eliminate 
misery,  harassment,  suicides 
and  killings  of  homosexuals. 

If  you  will  join  me  and  can  wear  a  button 

and/or  distribute  informational  material, 

please  write  to  me 

Betty  Rottger 

c/o  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  (at  above 
address). 

There  is  no  charge  for  this  material. 

P.S.  Remember,  one  family  in  four  has  a  Gay 
member.  By  uniting' all  such  families, 
and  their  many  friends,  we  can  work  to¬ 
gether  to  overcome  bigotry. 

The  above  statement  is  especially  useful  in  check¬ 
out  lines  when  conversation  of  necessity  must  be 

no  need  for 
backbiting 

Dear  GCN: 

First,  my  truth-in-writing  disclosure:  I  am  a 
friend  of  John  Boswell. 

Second,  my  deadly  serious  question:  why  did 
GCN  assign  the  review  of  Boswell’s  book  to 
someone  who  was  so  widely  known  beforehand 
to  be  bent  on  panning  it  before  he’d  even  read  it? 

Third,  my  dreadfully  tacky  and  absolutely 
scurrilous  question:  Is  there  any  truth  to  the 
rumor  that,  by  panning  the  book  and  hence 
creating  a  Controversy  over  it,  your  reviewer  gets 
(laundered)  from  Boswell  a  cut  of  the  extra 
royalties  generated  by  the  higher  resulting  sales? 

I  know  that  with  Reagan’s  victory  we  really 
don’t  need  all  this  backbiting.  But  —  sob!  —  I 
just  couldn’t  help  myself! 

Yours, 

Charles  Bonnell 
Baltimore,  MD 

Editor’s  Note:  GCN  assigns  articles  to  reviewers 
who  are  qualified  to  write  them.  The  accusation  is 
not  only  " scurrilous ”  and  untrue,  but  unfair  to 
GCN  reporters  who  receive  no  pay  for  their 
writing,  never  mind  kickbacks. 


Advertising  Manager 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of  elim¬ 
inating  the  exploitation  of  women  and 
men  in  advertising  necessary.  Please  ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy 
Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108. 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to, 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news! 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


very  brief. 

I  have  had  no  unpleasant  experiences  (I  realize  I 
do  have  the  advantage  of  being  an  old  lady),  and 
many  heart-warming  encounters.  I’ll  never  forget 
the  young  Britisher  on  the  cable  car  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  who  said  that  he  lived  in  such  a  small  town 
outside  of  London  that  he  believed  that  he  was 
the  only  gay  person  in  the  town  and  he  said,  “Can 
you  imagine  how  I  feel  visiting  here  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  then  seeing  you  sitting  there  with  your 
button?  ’  ’  I  remember  with  humor  the  young  wait¬ 
ress  than  on  seeing  my  button  said,  “My  brother 
is  gay,”  and  my  daughter’s  quick  response,  “So  is 
mine.”  (My  Dad  is  as  good  as  your  Dad.) 

I  realize  now  that  I  was  mostly  hearing  from 
those  who  agreed  with  me.  Many  people  simply 
pretended  they  did  not  see  my  two  inch  button 
and  I  assume  did  not  want  to  embarass  me  by 
speaking  of  it.  My  low-key  approach  is  no  longer 
adequate. 

History  just  cannot  be  allowd  to  repeat  itself. 
Homosexuals  were  used  as  faggots  to  burn 
witches  and  a  quarter  of  a  million  Germans  and 
other  nationalities  died  in  the  Nazi  gas  ovens 
merely  because  they  were  alleged  to  be  homosex¬ 
uals.  Silence  at  this  time  is  complicity.  The  enemy 
is  aggressive  and  we  must  be  more  assertive  in  our 
support  of  the  gay  community.  I  can  no  longer 
accept  with  a  pleasant  smile  such  remarks  as,  “I’d 
wear  a  button,  but  I  never  wear  buttons,”  or  “I 
am  afraid  of  the  backlash  in  taking  such  a  stand,” 
or  even  worse,  “I  never  can  remember  where  I  put 
my  button,”  or  “1  am  afraid  of  what  the  neigh¬ 
bors  will  say.”  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am 
more  afraid  of  what  will  happen  if  we  do  not 
stand  up  together  now  and  confront  the  evil  of  ig¬ 
norance  and  bigotry. 

Nancy  Walker  says,  “It  is  imperative  that  we 
learn  and  learn  quickly,  flow  to  pull  together.” 
The  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  are  a  group  that 
age-wise,  job-wise  and  economically  are  in  the 
best  position  to  form  a  broad-based,  strong 
survival  support  system  for  the  gay  community. 
We  are  members  of  the  majority.  Let  the  gay 
people  know  who  their  friends  are  and  make  that 
group  of  friends  grow  as  never  before.  The  larger 
our  group  the  stronger  our  support  and  the  less 
difficult  it  will  become  for  the  gay  people  to  come 
out  of  their  closets. 

Let  our  watch  word  be,  “The  only  thing  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  triumph  of  evil  is  for  good  men  [and  I 
add  women]  to  do  nothing.”  (Edmund  Burke, 
18th  Century  English  political  writer  and  orator.) 
Sincerely, 

Betty  Rottger 
Santa  Monica,  CA 


first  night 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  concerned  about  the  news  stories  that  have 
been  appearing  both  in  GCN  and  the  Real  Paper 
concerning  the  failure  of  Boston’s  First  Night  cel¬ 
ebration  to  include  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry 
reading  which  has  been  so  important  to  many 
members  of  our  community  over  the  past  two 
years.  The  First  Night  Board  clearly  erred  by 
failing  to  consult  our  community  before  cutting 
the  lesbian  and  gay  reading  and  by  thinking  that  a 
four  hour  marathon  reading  which  included 
lesbians  and  gay  men  would  be  better  than  the 
separate  reading.  They  seem  clearly  ignorant  of 
the  needs  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in 
Boston.  I  am  concerned,  however,  that  several 
writers  have  tried  to  see  their  action  as  a  conscious 
and  deliberate  act  against  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  that  articles  have  targeted  one 
woman,  First  Night  President  Zeren  Earls,  as  a 
raving  homophobe. 

I  know  Zeren  Earls  because  we  taught  together 
in  the  same  elementary  school  for  several  years. 
When  I  was  in  the  process  of  losing  my  job 
because  I  was  “coming  out”  within  the  school 
community,  Zeren  was  one  of  the  few  faculty 
members  that  attempted  to  prevent  my  dismissal. 
To  do  so,  she  took  substantial  risks,  both  profes¬ 
sionally  and  personally  and  I  have  been  very 
grateful  for  her  work  on  behalf  of  the  rights  of 
this  gay  teacher.  She  was  one  of  those  rare  non¬ 
gay  people  who  came  to  the  aid  of  a  gay  person 
under  attack. 

It  therefore  disturbs  me  personally  to  see  her 
targeted  as  an  enemy  of  our  community.  When  I 
spoke  with  her  this  week  concerning  the  First 
Night  reading,  I  felt  that  she  was  quite  concerned 
about  the  feelings  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  surrounding  this  issue.  She  was  also  dis¬ 
turbed  that  no  one  within  our  community  met 
with  her  or  spoke  with  her  on  the  phone  and  ex¬ 
pressed  their  concerns,  before  going  to  press  with 
the  cpmplaints.  I  believe  that  she  was  sincerely 
surprised  at  the  feelings  of  our  community  and 
that  she  is  open  to  changes  in  the  future. 

Zeren  Earls  will  meet  with  members  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  to  discuss  this  issue 
and  to  discuss  the  future  inclusion  of  specifically 
lesbian  and  gay  events  in  First  Night.  If  you 
would  like  to  attend  this  meeting,  phone  me  at 
247-3910. 

Eric  Rofes 
Boston,  MA' 


new  year’s  party 

Dear  Editor: 

Anyone  who  read  a  recent  GCN  (see  GCN 
Vol.  8,  No.  20)  or  Boston’s  The  Real  Paper  will 
be  aware  that  a  proposal  to  continue  funding  of 
the  traditional  Boston  First  Night  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Male  Poetry  reading  has  been  denied  this 
year.  We  have  had  a  meeting  —  poets  who  as 
readers  have  taken  part  for  the  last  two  years  in 
this  event:  those  of  us,  that,  who  could  be  called 
together  on  short  notice.  And  we  reached  a  un¬ 
animous  decision  to  have  the  event  again  —  this 
time  under  the  auspices  not  of  the  Boston  First 
Night  Corporation  but  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee,  which  sponsors  the  Gay  Pride 
parade  each  year,  and  which  showed  interest  in 
our  plight  and  has  provided  needed  support  — 
community  support.  Plans  are  now  afoot  to  find 
a  place  for  this  alternative  reading.  Information 
will  be  reported  in  GCN  as  it  is  made  available. 

Not  only  has  a  decision  been  made  to  have  a 
reading  this  year;  we  also  decided  to  organize  in 
advance  for  next  year  —  and  for  perhaps  years  to 
come,  as  well.  But  we  heard  too  late  in  the  season 
that  our  proposal  with  First  Night  had  been 
denied.  So  time  is  short.  We  are  not  able  to 
establish  a  procedure  a  few  short  weeks  before 
January  1  whereby  poets  who  have  not  read  may 
have  a  chance  to  read  —  although  some  outreach 
is  being  made  to  this  end.  As  it  is  we  plan  to 
present  the  work  of  15  poets,  male  and  female. 
Next  year  an  open  call  will  be  made  —  months  in 
advance  —  so  that  a  panel  willing  to  sift  through 
applications  made  anonymously  can  come  up 
with  perhaps  an  entirely  different  crop  of  read¬ 
ers. 

If  there  is  little  time  this  year,  there  is  still  a 
good  deal  of  accumulated  sentiment.  The  senti¬ 
ment  is  rage  —  that  the  one  event  of  Boston  First 
Night  openly  constituted  entirely  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men  should  be  denied  space  and  time  to  take 
place.  We  don’t  know  how  you  feel  —  although, 
in  fact,  we  would  love  to  know  how  you  feel  — 
but  it  has  seemed  to  us  essential  to  the  history  of 
lesbian  and  gay  male  liberation  in  Boston  to 
continue  the  reading.  Once  audible,  we  will  not 
be  rendered  inaudible.  Once  visible,  we  will  not 
be  rendered  invisible  —  no  matter  what  decisions, 
are  made  in  regard  to  us  by  persons  outside  of 
our  community.  But  for  the  success  of  our 
reading  —  of  your  reading  —  we  count  on  your 
support. 

Don’t  let  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Poetry 
Reading  die!  Last  year  and  the  year  before  we 
had  an  audience  that  numbered  well  into  the 
hundreds.  Estimates  range  from  300-600.  Now 
more  than  ever  —  when  the  force  of  political 
progression  may  be  in  retreat  —  it  is  important  to 
band  together.  Boston  First  Night,  Inc.,  may 
have  worried  about  the  suitability  of  our  event 
for  “family  viewing” —  as  some  of  us  feel  from 
the  evidence  at  hand.  (“Family  viewing”:  is  that 
the  same  as  viewing  by  the  Moral  Majority?)  But 
many  of  us  are  members  —  as  we  certainly  all 
have  been  products  —  of  families.  And  now  we 
are  one  big  Family  —  the  lesbian  and  gay  male 
community  in  the  Boston  area.  First  Night  this 
year  may  be  only  the  beginning  —  of  who  knows 
what  wonderful  communions.  That’s  December 
31  —  8  to  10  p.m.  Come  and  welcome  in  the  New 
Year  with  your  brothers  and  sisters. 

Jane  Barnes  Salvatore  Farinella 

Robin  Becker  Rudy  Kikel 

Walta  Borawski  Andrea  Loewenstein 
Ted  Clausen  Camille  Norton 

David  Eberly  Charley  Shively 

Boston,  MA 


no  more  trolls 

Dear  members  of  the  gay  world, 

I  feel  as  an  older  gay  that  we  are  looked  upon  as 
trash,  trolls,  etc.  Well,  I  have  something  to  say 
about  that.  If  we  are  to  relate  to  each  other, 
understand  each  other,  then  why  don’t  we  get 
along  with  each  other?  Some  day  you,  too,  will 
reach  the  over-the-hill  age,  whether  it  be  30,  40, 
50  or  even  60  years  old.  So  why  don’t  we  stop 
kidding  each  other  and  unite  behind  one  another 
so  we  don’t  fall  apart.  United  we  stand,  alone  we 
fall.  How  about  it?  Care  for  each  other  now! 
Your  brother, 

Ray  F. 

Boston,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.’’  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld 
upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addres¬ 
sed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Yokes 


don’t  settle 

Dear  Editor: 

As  a(n  unarrested)  participant  in  the  recent 
women’s  Pentagon  action,  1  was  disappointed  by 
your  coverage. 

Although  I  feel  gratified  that  you  recognized 
the  importance  of  the  event  by  placing  it  on  the 
front  page  of  your  November  29  issue,  I  feel  the 
story  itself  was  deficient  for  several  reasons.  The 
biggest  problem  with  it  was  the  absence  of  any 
mention  of  the  very  obvious  lesbian  presence  out¬ 
side  the  Pentagon.  Related,  I  think,  to  this  prob¬ 
lem  was  the  absence  of  any  quotations  from  any 
of  the  courageous  and  beautiful  women  who 
made  that  day  all  that  it  was.  It  almost  seemed 
like  the  person  who  wrote  the  article  wasn’t  event 
there  but  got  all  her  information  from  reading 
about  it  in  the  daily  papers. 

Finally,  the  story  contained  several  irritating 
inaccuracies.  It’s  a  minor  point  to  be  sure,  but 
there  is  no  Alexandria  county  as  the  writer 
reported,  only  a  city  of  Alexandria.  Less  minor 
was  the  writer’s  failure  to  mention  anywhere  in 
the  story  the  dates  these  arrest  happened.  Even  a 
beginning  journalism  students  would  be  embar- 
assed  by  that  omission. 

I’m  sorry  this  all  sounds  so  critical  because  I  do 
feel  GCN  provides  an  important  service  to  op¬ 
pressed  women  and  men  and  I  think  you  are  going 
to  be  even  more  crucial  to  our  lives  after  Ronnie 
Raygun  takes  over.  But  please  don’t  settle  for 
second  rate  writing. 

Blessed  be, 

Shirley  Philpott 
Washington,  DC 

appreciation, 
not  attacks 

Dear  Editor: 

I  don’t  know  whether  the  charges  made  against 
MCC  concerning  sexual  exploitation  of  refugees, 
squandering  of  funds,  and  general  irrespon¬ 
sibility  in  your  article  of  December  6  are  true. 

I  do  know,  from  my  experience  as  the  sponsor 
of  a  gay  Cuban,  that  MCC  in  New  York  and  its 
resettlement  committee  have  been  extraordinarily 
industrious,  helpful,  concerned  and  supportive  in 
working  with  refugees  here.  With  limited  re¬ 
sources  and  under  trying  circumstances,  they 
have  been  doing  something  that’s  never  been 
done  before  in  history  —  organizing  the  gay 
community  of  one  nation  to  take  in  the  exiles 
from  another.  I  wish  there  was  a  little  more  ap¬ 
preciation  expressed  for  the  work  they’ve  done 
rather  than  broadside  attacks. 

GCN1  s  article  disturbed  me  for  a  couple  of 
reasons.  First  of  all,  the  charges  were  so  serious 
that  they  should  have  been  corroborated  before 
being  put  into  print.  There  was  no  corroboration 
in  the  article,  however;  only  accusations.  The 
word  of  an  accuser,  especially  someone  who  is  not 
disinterested,  is  not  sufficient.  Secondly,  the 
trustworthiness  of  the  accusers  is  open  to  serious 
question.  The  same  organization,  the  Dade 
County  Coalition  for  Human  Rights,  attacking 
MCC  says  that  it  has  resettled  2,000  refugees  for 
$3,800.  That’s  less  than  50<t  per  refugee!!!! 
C’mon  folks!  Can  you  really  believe  that?  And 
can  you  believe  anything  that  comes  from  the 
mouth  of  someone  making  such  absurd  claims? 

Maybe  MCC  is  guilty  of  all  the  dastardly,  hor¬ 
rible  things  the  DCCHR  claims.  But,  if  so,  I’d 
like  to  see  the  proof.  And  if  not,  GCN  should 
apologize  and  try  to  undo  the  damage  caused  by 
careless  reporting. 

If  this  letter  sounds  harsh,  it’s  because  I  look  to 
GCN  each  week  to  find  out  what’s  really  hap¬ 
pening  in  gay  communities  around  the  country.  It 
makes  my  disappointment  all  the  greater  when  I 
feel  let  down. 

Sincerely, 

John  D’Emilio 
New  York,  NY 


alive! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Allegra 
Productions  for  bringing  us  Alive!  at  the  Berklee 
Performance  Hall  on  November  15,  and  to  Maida 
Tilchen  for  attempting  to  put  into  words  her 
response  to  an  event  which,  to  my  mind,  quite 
defied  description.  Really,  you  did  just  have  to  be 
there. 

I  am  no  jazz  connoisseur  but  it  was  obvious  to 
me  that  the  Alive!  women  are  musicians  of 
extraordinary  skill  and  subtlety.  In  addition,  they 
manage  to  convey,  both  through  their  presence 
and  their  music,  a  most  rare  and  powerful  sense 
of  joy  and  affirmation.  To  this  day,  I  feel  more 
“alive!”  because  of  the  concert. 

It  enrages  me  to  hear  of  complaints  about  ticket 
prices.  For  quality  like  this,  $7.50  is  peanuts.  The 
best  music  being  performed  by  women  today 
deserves  the  very  best  production.  Allegra,  please 
keep  it  up. 

Lise  Weil 
Somerville,  MA 


he  was  shooting  at 
us  all 

Dear  GCN: 

It  is  unfortunate  that  there  are  so  many  of  our 
gay  brothers  and  sisters  who  just  don’t  give  a 
damn  whether  or  not  we  are  shot  down  while 
peacefully  drinking  a  beer  in  a  bar,  beaten  with 
baseball  bats  while  running  through  a  park, 
attacked  with  knives  while  walking  down  the 
street,  shot  while  tending  our  garden,  shot  down 
while  at  the  job  in  City  Hall;  whether  our  children 
are  taken  away  because  we  are  gay,  or  our  job 
lost.  This  list  could  go  on  and  on  and  on. 

Granted,  there  are  those  who  do  help  the  gay 
cause,  some  financially  and  others  actively  in  gay 
organizations,  those  who  have  given  blood  to  our 
own  in  need  of  it.  But  then  there  are  those  who 
hold  on  to  every  penny  they  have  and  would 
rather  spend  a  dollar  on  a  beer  than  give  to  a  gay 
cause. 

I  have  friends  who  don’t  give  to  gay  causes 
because,  they  say,  they  don’t  want  to  get  on  a 
mailing  list,  for  fear  that  if  their  mail  goes  astray 
(as  so  much  of  our  mail  does),  they  will  be  “found 
out.”  These  same  gay  friends  don’t  buy  the  gay 
newspapers,  either,  for  this  same  reason,  and 
won’t  sign  petitions  or  write  letters  to  their 
senators  and  representatives. 

As  gay  people,  we  know  that  gays  were  per¬ 
secuted  in  Nazi  Germany  and  long  before  that  by 
the  churches.  Let’s  not  think  that  it  couldn’t 
happen  again,  because  it  can  happen  again.  A 
minority  can  get  control  of  a  government;  it’s 
happened  before  and  history  always  repeats 
itself.  The  Christian  fundamentalists  know  how 
to  bring  in  the  money  and  write  letters;  they  know 
every  trick  of  the  trade  to  spread  their  hatred. 
They  have  no  love  for  humanity,  for  if  they  had, 
they  would  take  what  money  they  have  and  give  it 
to  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  hungry.  Instead, 
their  leaders  live  in  mansions  with  private 
swimming  pools  and  plenty  of  money  to  appear 
on  TV  day  after  day,  spreading  their  hatred  and 
raking  in  more  money.  This  is  not  what  the 
“religious”  should  be  doing;  they  should  be 
preaching  love,  as  Christ  did.  These  so-called 
preachers  pick  and  choose  passages  from  the 
Bible  as  it  Suits  them;  it’s  fine  for  them  to 
condemn  the  gay  man  or  woman,  something 
which  Christ  never  did.  Oh  yes,  they  can  sit  back 
and  count  the  money  coming  in;  but  while  they 
are  doing  so,  I  hope  that  they  will  remember  that 
Christ  only  got  angjy  once  during  his  ministry, 
when  he  chased  the  money-lenders  out  of  the 
temple,  the  house  of  God. 

So,  my  friends,  we  can  reach  into  our  pockets 
right  now  and  send  some  much-needed  cash  to  the 
many  worthwhile  gay  causes,  or  we  can  sit  idly  by 
and  watch  the  killings,  the  beatings,  and  the 
hatred  being  spread  throughout  our  nation  and 
the  world. 

About  1,000  persons  were  at  the  memorial 
march  for  George  and  Vernon;  there  should  have 
been  100,000  of  us  there.  The  murders  of  these 
fine  young  men  were  not  simple,  personal 
attacks;  their  murderer  didn’t  even  know  them. 
He  was  shooting  at  us  all. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  say  thank  you  to  T/Sgt 
Matlovich,  Ensign  Berg,  David  Kopay;  to  the  guy 
who  took  his  lover  to  the  prom  and  the  lesbian 
mothers  who  fought  to  keep  their  children. 
Thanks  to  the  staff  of  GCN  and  New  Jersey  and 
to  all  those  who  work  so  hard  to  keep  the  rest  of 
us  going.  It  is  people  like  these,  and  they  know 
who  they  are,  that  make  life  worth  living. 

Hatred  breeds  hate;  love  breeds  love.  Which 
shall  prevail? 

Sincerely, 

Paul  Hennefeld 
Upper  Montclair,  NJ 


kudos  to  the 
oj  queen 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  sent  the  following  letter  to  Anita  Bryant: 
Dear  Anita, 

As  we  come  to  new  levels  of  understanding 
about  ourselves,  we  arrive  at  new  levels  of 
understanding  about  others.  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  being  honest  with  yourself,  and  for 
having  the  courage  to  share  your  struggle  with 
the  world.  Surely  you  have  grown  more  in  a 
year  than  most  people  do  in  a  lifetime. 

Even  in  our  sleep 

pain  that  we  cannot  forget 

falls  drop  by  drop  upon  the  heart 

until  in  our  own  despair 

against  our  will 

comes  wisdom 

through  the  awful  grace  of  God. 

(Aeschylus) 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you, 

Michael  Scully 
Vineyard  Haven,  MA 


the  cause  ot 
murders 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Editor: 

The  cause  of  the  recent  vicious  murder  and 
wounding  of  gay  men  in  the  West  Village  goes  far 
beyond  this  single  tragic  event.  Whenever,  as  is 
often  the  case,  politicians  and  legislators  refuse  to 
pass  comprehensive  gay  civil  (human)  rights; 
whenever  churches  and  churchmen  spread  the 
venomous  message  that  it  is  “immoral”  to  act 
according  to  one’s  given  sexual  orientation; 
whenever  mental  health  practitioners  view  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  “arrested  development”;  whenever 
law  enforcement  agents,  whose  own  excessive 
macho  stance  reveals  a  one-dimensional  person¬ 
ality,  belittle  “homos”  as  unmanly,  then  they  too 
are  committing  a  subtle  but  real  act  of  a  violence 
against  us  gays  and  share  the  criminal  guilt  in  the 
“fag-bashing”  and  blood  spilling  by  adding,  each 
in  their  own  sphere  of  influence,  toward  the 
cumulative  climate  of  hate,  fear,  intolerance,  and 
rejection  of  gay  persons.  Children  and  young 
people  take  a  pathetic  pride  in  mouthing 
“faggot”  and  “queer”  because  they  learn  this  in 
and  outside  of  the  home  from  their  “straight” 
heterosexual  elders  and  institutions. 

Many  who  are  not  successful  in  their  own 
personal  or  social  lives  desperately  need  a  scape¬ 
goat  upon  whom  to  project  their  own  failure, 
anxiety  and  discontent.  Lacking  the  courage  and 
truth  to  honestly  face  themselves,  they  ask  an 
innocent  bystander  outside  themselves.  Others, 
who  have  not  achieved  a  healthy  and  human 
psychosexual  growth,  are  deeply  distressed  by 
and  cannot  and  will  not  tolerate  sexual  variation. 

In  addition  to  the  verbal  and  physical  abuse 
which  assaults  gay  from  the  outside,  many  of  us 
have  internalized  the  negative  and  destructive  and 
dehumanizing  labels  and  views  (“sick,” 
“immoral,”  “defective,”  “unworthy”),  causing 
self-hate  and  self-contempt  with  its  terrible  and 
dire  personal  and  social  consequences.  Ronald 
Crumpley,  the  alleged  brutal  murderer,  who, 
according  to  the  newspaper  reports  was  a 
“closet”  homosexual  or  bisexual,  seems  to  be 
thus  infected. 

May  God  bring  swift  and  terrible  judgment  and 
wrath  on  anyone  who  contributes  in  any  way, 
directly,  or  indirectly,  by  action  or  inaction, 
towards  the  continuing  prejudice,  injustice, 
rejection,  fear,  or  hate  toward  gay  persons. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

James  R.  Murray 
Bronx,  New  York 

the  cutting  edge 

Dear  Editor, 

Many  thanks  for  publishing  the  article  by  Tom 
Reeves  on  “Gay  men  in  prison  for  having  sex  with 
minors.”  It  should  help  all  of  us  realize  that  boy- 
love  is  a  part  of  gay  life,  and  that  taking  care  of 
our  own  people  is  a  necessity  if  we  are  to  achieve 
true  liberation. 

Reeves  understated  his  description  of  the 
Bridgewater  Correctional  Institution,  but  still 
gave  a  sense  of  the  inhumanity  involved  in  the 
“therapy”  of  gentle,  loving  men.  Perhaps  I  am 
particularly  sensitive  since  a  dear  friend  of  mine 
was  one  of  the  first  men  committed  there  under  a 
“day  to  life”  sentence.  My  friend  was  released 
years  ago  (by  the  courts  —  not  through  the  Insti¬ 
tution,  which  was  prepared  to  keep  him  for  life), 
but  I  vividly  remember  my  visits  to  that  dreadful 
place.  I  have  also  experienced  the  irrational  fear 
of  the  “boy-love  issue”  even  by  gay  activists;  my 
invitation  to  speak  at  a  gay  rally  last  summer  was 
withdrawn  because  of  a  rumor  that  I  would  speak 
about  boy-love. 

I  am  constantly  astonished  that  gay  people  are 
unwilling  to  support  the  concept  of  consensual 
sex  (and  it  is  willful  blindness  to  suppose  that  a 
15-year-old  boy  cannot  consent  to  having  sex). 
We  must  learn  to  be  especially  supportive  of  those 
men  who  are  willing  to  put  themselves  on  the  line 
by  publicly  calling  attention  to  the  institutional¬ 
ized  inhuman  treatment  of  harmless,  loving  men. 
They  are  at  the  cutting  edge  of  our  gay  liberation 
movement. 

Sincerely, 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  RI 

the  brutal  reality 

Editor,  GCN: 

I  found  your  piece  on  the  Bridgewater  s^x 
crimes  unit  moving  and  important.  Too  often  in 
the  political  wrangling  over  NAMBLA’s  role  in 
the  movement,  we  lose  sight  of  the  brutal  reality 
of  society’s  suppression  of  adult-adolescent  sex¬ 
uality. 

The  conviction  and  sentencing  of  gay  activist 
David  Groat  for  consensual  sex  with  a  teenager 
should  remind  everyone  in  the  movement  that  the 
pederasty  issue  is  not  just  a  theoretical  concern. 
While  gay  and  lesbian  activists  may  properly  be 
alarmed  by  the  implications  of  too  radical  a 
change  in  age  of  consent  laws,  we  must  nonethe¬ 
less  be  appalled  by  the  jailing  of  men  for  con¬ 
sensual  sex  with  teenagers. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  D.  Goodman 
New  Brunswick,  NJ 


to  our  benefit 

Dear  Editor, 

In  his  review  of  John  Boswell’s  Christianity, 
Social  Tolerance,  and  Homosexuality,  Michael 
Bronski  asks  cui  bono,  to  whose  benefit,  is  Bos¬ 
well’s  book  written.  Though  Bronski  is  right  to 
point  out  some  of  the  book’s  flaws  (notably  a 
tendency  to  draw  conclusions  which  the  evidence 
cannot  fully  support),  he  seems  curiously  blind 
to  the  book’s  merit.  To  answer  Bronski’s  ques¬ 
tion,  the  book  benefits  not  the  Catholic  Church 
as  he  improbably  suggests,  but  the  average  gay 
reader. 

When  I  read  the  book  I  was  startled  to  find  the 
relative  tolerance  of  the  medieval  world  towards 
gays.  We  don’t  live  in  a  world  where  important 
political  or  religious  leaders  are  openly  gay, 
where  bishops  publish  love  letters  they  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  other  men,  or  where  the  deans  of  men’s 
colleges  circulate  poems  describing  crushes  they 
have  on  boys.  Just  to  see  that  gays  have  not 
always  been  oppressed  in  the  Christian  West,  and 
that  a  world  imbued  with  Christian  values  is  not 
necessarily  anti-gay  makes  me  hopeful. 

Bronski  admits  that  he  had  difficulty  follow¬ 
ing  Boswell’s  discussion  of  nature.  And  yet  here 
Boswell  seems  to  present  the  most  clear-headed 
analysis  of  what  nature  can  mean  I  have  ever 
read.  What  his  argument  shows  is  that  calling 
homosexuality  “unnatural”  has  no  meaning.  I 
think  that  to  drain  the  phrase  “unnatural  act”  of 
force  benefits  all  gays. 

Throughout  the  book  Boswell  points  out  how 
medieval  attacks  on  gays  are  illogical.  For 
example:  “in  their  deeds  homosexuals  adopt  the 
filthy  habits  of  hyenas  which  are  notorious  for 
homosexual  acts;”  “in  their  deeds  homosexuals 
are  even  worse  than  beasts  none  of  whom  per¬ 
form  homosexual  acts.”  Most  devastating  of  all, 
however,  is  his  detailed  examination  of  Aquinas 
on  homosexuality.  To  do  this  is  to  examine  a 
figure  whose  thinking  still  has  persuasive  force  in 
the  modern  Catholic  Church.  What  Boswell 
shows  is  that  Aquinas’s  model  of  nature  would 
lead  to  a  justification  of  homosexuality,  and 
therefore  Aquinas  must  inconsistently  create  a 
new  idea  of  nature  ad  hoc  for  his  condemnation 
of  homosexuality.  Bronski  here  seems  to  have 
misunderstood  Boswell  and  Boswell’s  tactic  com¬ 
pletely;  somehow  he  makes  Boswell’s  attack  into 
apology  and  approbation.  Boswell  does  take 
Aquinas  seriously,  but  he  does  so  in  order  to 
examine  Aquinas’s  argument  and  find  where  it 
is  wanting. 

When  I  finished  reading  Christianity,  SnNal 
Tolerance  and  Homosexuality,  I  put  it  c 
with  a  feeling  of  liberation,  and  I  know  fri 
of  mine  who  did  too.  Someone  had  taken  e 
time  and  energy  to  discover  past  attitudes  toward 
gays  and  find  out  we  have  not  always  and  there¬ 
fore  not  necessarily  (pace  Moral  Majority  and 
their  like)  been  driven  under  by  Judeo-Christian 
culture.  Moreover,  someone  had  taken  the  time 
and  energy  to  examine  the  foundation  arguments 
which  have  justified  religious  opposition  to  gays 
and  demonstrate  how  they  fail.  To  whose  bene¬ 
fit?  All  of  ours. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas  Stehling 
Schenectady,  NY 


radcliffe  lesbians 

Dear  Editor, 

Lesbian  Alumni  of  Radcliffe  College  (LARC) 
is  continuing  to  try  to  expand  its  alumni  network. 
Please  print  this  letter  so  that  others  may  become 
informed  about  the  group.  At  present  LARC  is 
interested  in  finding  ways  to  help  feminists,  in 
general,  and  lesbians,  in  particular,  on  the 
Harvard-Radcliffe  campus.  The  group  is  plan¬ 
ning  activities  for  the  next  commencement.  Any¬ 
one  wishing  to  become  involved  or  to  simply  find 
out  more  should  contact  Renee  Watkins  at  44 
Gartland  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Betty  Krier 
Cambridge,  MA 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 
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Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


The  GAY  Coloring  Book 

Men’s  &  Women’s  Editions 

12"  x  16"  4  color  cover 

Creative,  Sophisticated  &  Diverse 

ORDER  NOW  FOR  THIS 
FABULOUS  CHRISTMAS  GIFT. 

Send  money  order  to: 

Queerball  Products 
483  Beacon  St.  Suite  91 
Boston,  Mass.  02115 
$7.50  postage  &  handling  included. 

Mass,  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 
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Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . .  . 
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Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  dish  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


TRANSPORTATION 
„  ON  SALE 

1 20.00  OFF 

The  Rakigh  Sports  3- Speed 

The  Raleigh  Sports  3-Speed  Comes  in  mens’  and  women’] 
frames.  Available  in  colbalt-blue,  coffee  and  bright  silver. 
Quantities  are  limited. 

Sale  Price 

$189.90 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

’  3onded 
.^ock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


UJOMCNS 
COMMUNITY 
HCflLTH  C€NT€R 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  ShouLis  —  Available  for 
Groups 

women-uiorter,  owned  and  controlled- 
639  Mass.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  -  Radio  -  Phones-  Hifi  -Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  ontenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price) 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


the  ^  bicycle  exchange 

3  Bow  Street  Cambridge,  MA  02138  864-13' 


I»Wp 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U, 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza, 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


house  of  fido 


PROFESSIONAL  ALL  DOG  &  CAT  GROOMING 
Certified  PDG  Ruth  Molin 
Tuesday  -  Saturday  8am  -  6pm 


21  crest  ave 
winthrop  ma 

846-8813 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  1/3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


HAIRCITS  TO  GIVE 
SENSE  OF  WELLBEING 

CORNER  OF  NEWBURY  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Attacks 

Continued  from  page  1 

criminal  justice  system  gets  so  bog¬ 
ged  down.” 

New  York’s  court  system  is 
notoriously  complex  and  slow  to 
act.  Several  queerbasher  trials  cur¬ 
rently  going  through  the  legal  mill 
have  been  repeatedly  postponed, 
continuing  on  for  months. 

Based  on  the  hotline 
information,  Watkins  classified 
New  York’s  anti-gay  attackers 
into  four  basic  types: 

•  Local  gangs:  Based  mostly  in 
Chelsea,  but  also  on  the  Upper 
West  Side,  these  youths,  ranging 
in  age  from  16  to  25,  attack  gays 
who  penetrate  their  turf  with  base¬ 
ball  bats,  knives,  switchblades, 
and  other  weapons.  Robbery  is 
generally  a  secondary  motive,  if 
one  at  all.  The  main  aim  is  to  beat 
and  harass. 

•  Gangs  from  the  suburbs: 
These  assailants  are  like  the  New 
York  street  gangs,  but  come  from 
outside  the  city  —  generally  New 
Jersey  —  in  cars,  vans,  or  pickup 
trucks. 

•  Panhandlers:  These  street 
people,  often  drug  dealers  or  ad¬ 
dicts,  are  increasingly  numerous 
in  the  West  Village  and  consider 
gays  vulnerable  targets  for  rob¬ 
bery-motivated  attacks. 

•  Pickups:  These  attackers, 
who  pick  up  or  are  picked  up  by 
their  unsuspecting  victims  in  bars, 
are  often  the  most  lethal.  Robbery 
is  usually  the  key  motive,  acted 
out  at  knifepoint  or  gunpoint,  in 
the  privacy  of  an  apartment.  They 
may  or  may  not  be  gay  them¬ 
selves,  but  they  think  that  their 
targets,  fearful  of  publicity,  will 
be  less  likely  to  run  to  the  police. 

Watkins  said  that  pickup  at¬ 
tacks  form  the  smallest  percentage 
of  calls  received  at  the  hotline, 
although  this  might  reflect  only 
the  fear  of  those  caught  in  a  bar 
situation  to  report  their  case.  He 
notes  that  the  majority  of  the  at¬ 
tacks  take  place  in  the  West  Vil¬ 
lage  and  are  aimed  at  men  walking 
alone  or  in  pairs.  Most  of  the 
attackers  are  white. 

There  are  few  attacks  against 
lesbians  reported  to  the  hotline.  In 
one  incident  in  the  East  Village,  a 
lesbian  woman  was  struck  to  the 
ground  when  she  came  to  the  aid 
of  a  gay  man  who  was  being  badly 
beaten  by  youths  shouting  anti¬ 
gay  epithets. 

In  Chelsea,  the  feminist  film 
collective  Women  Make  Movies 
has  on  several  occasions  seen  its 
center  bombarded  with  bricks  to 
cries  of  “Queers,  faggots.” 

In  addition  to  documenting  and 
publicizing  anti-gay  violence, 
what  is  to  be  done  to  fight  back? 
That  was  the  main  topic  of  a  New 
York  lesbian  and  gay  town  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  the  Village  December 
10.  Participants  were  angry  about 
recent  incidents,  and  approached 
the  question  with  a  new  sense  of 
urgency  after  the  November  19 
shootout  at  the  Ramrod  bar  that 
left  two  gay  men  dead  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  19). 

Some  participants,  like  Mike 
Ritzer  of  Gay  Activists  Alliance, 
said  that  the  police  could  not  be 
counted  on  to  protect  gays  in 
view  of  their  brutality  toward  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  demonstrators 
during  the  protests  against  the 
filming  of  the  movie  Cruising  in 
the  summer  of  1979  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  7,  Nos.  3,  4),  and  their  in¬ 
creased  harassment  of  bars. 

Ritzer  called  for  the  formation 
of  vigilante  groups:  “There’s  only 
one  way  to  deal  with  gaybashers, 
and  tlhat’s  vigilante  groups,;  if  we 
beat  the  shit  out  of  those  who  are 
doing  it,  no  more  will  come  out.” 

Others  stressed  working 
through  the  courts.  One  activist. 
Bob  Downing,  has  been  organiz¬ 
ing  lesbians  and  gays  to  show  up 
in  court  for  queerbasher  trials.  At 
a  recent  hearing  in  the  trial  of  two 
men  named  Petito  and  Moyse, 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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charged  with  attacking  a  gay  man 
named  David  Sasser  November 
16,  some  45  lesbians  and  gay  men 
were  present  in  the  courtroom. 

Downing  told  GCN  he  thought 
the  strong  turnout  was  at  least 
partially  responsible  for  the  grand 
jury’s  decision  the  next  day  to  up¬ 
grade  the  charge  against  the  de¬ 
fendants  from  a  misdemeanor  to  a 
felony. 

In  addition  to  Petito  and 
Moyse,  three  other  queerbashers 
are  currently  up  for  trial  in  New 
York:  Malcolm  Botway,  a  former 
census  worker  accused  of  smash¬ 
ing  a  gay  man  over  the  head  with  a 
hammer;  and  Bruce  Allison  and 
Patrick  Sutherland,  both  arrested 
in  connection  with  the  March 
beatings  in  Chelsea.  For  informa¬ 
tion  on  trial  dates,  call  the  Chelsea 
Gay  Association  (number  men¬ 
tioned  above)  or  the  Gay  Switch¬ 
board  in  New  York  (212-777-1800). 

SF 

Continued  from  Page  1 
was  not  intentional,  but  that  the 
board  was  dealing  with  many 
problems  back  then  and  didn’t 
know  who  the  dissident  people 
were  and  what  the  dispute  was 
about.  “When  we  realized  that 
they  had  formed  a  new  committee 
we  decided  that  we  should  sit 
down  with  them  and  try  to  resolve 
our  differences. 

“I  think  that  the  dispute  is  the 
result  of  a  series  of  misunder¬ 
standings  and  personality  con¬ 
flicts,”  Atkins  commented. 
“Understandably,  because  of 
what  happened  at  the  last  parade, 
the  new  committe  fears  that  the 
board  wants  a  slick  Hollywood 
parade  without  any  speakers. 
What  the  board  really  wants  is  a 
parade  with  everything,  including 
speakers.” 

Changes  in  the  board’s  position 
reflect  the  resignation  of  Bruce 
Goranson,  co-chair  of  the  corpor¬ 
ate  board,  who  was  at  the  center 
of  most  of  the  conflict.  Charles 
Lee  Morris,  a  corporate  board 
member  who  is  also  publisher  of 
the  gay  biweekly  newspaper  The 
Sentinel,  told  GCN  that  although 
Goranson’s  public  reason  for 
stepping  down  was  that  he  wanted 
to  do  other  things,  Goranson 
realized  the  conflict  of  personali¬ 
ties  and  left  to  make  the  resolution 
of  the  controversy  easier. 

Goranson  could  not  be  reached 
for  a  comment. 

John  Kyper,  a  member  of  the 
negotiating  team  for  the  general 
membership,  said  that  at  the  last 
meeting  with  the  board  they 
(board  members)  seemed  more 
willing  to  accommodatelthe  new 
committee.  Kyper  described  Gor¬ 
anson  as  '  “arrogant  and  auto¬ 
matic”  and  said  that  his  resigna¬ 
tion  cleared  the  way  for  more  of  a 
dialogue  between  the  two  groups. 

At  the  third  meeting  of  the  new 
Lesbian/Gay  Parade  Committee, 
members  called  for  stronger  unity 
in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Reid  Condit,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  told  GCN,  “Everyone 
wants  to  avoid  having  two  parades 
like  they  did  in  New  York  City  last 
summer  [see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No. 
50].  1  think  it’s  very  possible  that 
the  board  will  join  up  with  us 
again.  They’ve  been  bogged  down 
in  a  financial  mess  and  were  just 
not  clear  on  what  the  dispute  was 
about  and  which  direction  they 
want  to  go  in.” 

Atkins  expressed  the  same  senti¬ 
ment,  saying  that  she  would  resign 
from  the  board  if  it  looked  like 
there  would  be  two  committees 
and  two  parades.  “I  think  that  it’s 
bad  to  have  a  new  committee  form 
rather  than  settling  our  differ¬ 
ences.  A  new  committee  isn’t 
going  to  reflect  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  organizing  parades.  The 
GFDC  has  a  lot  of  ties  with  the 
community  that  a  new  committee 
would  have  to  build  all  over 
Continued  on  Page  8 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


tbe  baLo  effect 


h.aincu.'etiejyy 


w  Serving  the  Community  "SF 


Open 
evening 
hours  for 
working 
people 


★  Expert 
haircutting 

★  Perms 

★  Hennas 


CALL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 
782-3223 

TUESDAT-SATURDAT 

196  Harvard  Ave.  Allston  On  the  Green  Line 
Proprietor,  Mindy  Kopolow 


25%-50%  OFF 

CALVIN  KLEIN-PIERRE  C A RD IN- 
JO  RD  ACHE- SERGIO  VALENTE- 
GLORIA  VANDERBILT-BURT 
PULITZER-JONES  NEW  YORK-NEW 
YORK  SPORTWEAR  EXCHANGE- 
GOLDEN  VEE-JOHN  HENRY-LEE- 
WRANGLER-CHEENOS-DANIEL 
PL  ACE-HARBUD -REFERENCE 
POINT-ANNE  KLEIN-CYRK-DON 
LOPER-ADAM  &  YVES-DOWN 
EAST-CAMEL-BRITTANIA- 
CHRISTIAN  DIOR-PHILIP  SCOTT- 
BUGLE  BOY-SPALDING-HUKAPOO 


Brana-Name  Clothing  Outlet 


506  COMMONWEALTH  AVE.  KENMORE  SO. 

Open:  9:30-6  pm  THURSDAY  til  8pm 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  TestingTreatment 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women's  Health  Night 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 

•  alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

IQ  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


|  OPEN  SUNDAY  12-5  PM 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


.  _ .  vt/v 
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311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 
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discreet  personal 
introductions.  .  . 

MATES 

Inc. 

Box  7m 

Johnston,  RI 02919 

1/T0I/9TT-9185 


The  Idea! 

A*  ^^^ir^opleySquar^'" 


Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue 
Coplev  Square.  Boston.  MA 
2-T-K249  — 


TWELVE  CENTER 


Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 

A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay' 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 
262-9116 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  Rizzo,  J.D./ David  R.  Lund  Legal  Assistants 


I  Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 

Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 


Counseling  Associates 
announces: 

Expansion  of  its  Alcohol  Treatment  Program 
to  provide: 

Alcohol  Education  Groups 
Ongoing  group  therapy 
Support  groups  for  lovers  and  friends 
Individual  and  couples  therapy 
for  alcohol  related  problems 

for  details  contact: 

Steve  Dudley,  M.Ed.  at  965-1311  - 


December  31  st 
8  PM 

Disco  until  the  wee  hours 
Join  your  sober  Brothers  &  Sisters 
in  welcoming  the  New  Year!— 
Old  West  Church 
Stamford  Street  Entrance 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 


Mass  Bay 


Labor 

Continued  from  page  1 
Former  York  Hotel  worker  Don 
Masterson  charged  that  during  a 
meeting  betweeen  himself,  Britt, 
and  another  former  worker,  Phil 
Mathis,  “it  became  clear  that  he 
[Britt]  had  already  picked  sides  in 
the  matter.” 

Added  Masterson  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  Britt,  “More  or  less  all  he 
did  was  tell  us  what  Russell  Cox 
had  said  to  him.” 

Former  York  worker  Mathis 
said  that  he  perceived  that  part  of 
Britt’s  apparent  hositility  to  the 
workers  stemmed  from  his  long¬ 
standing  feud  with  gay  labor 
activist  Howard  Wallace.  Wallace, 
who  ran  against  Britt  in  the 
November  1979  election  for 
district  supervisor,  has  been 
advising  the  former  York  Hotel 
workers  on  how  to  take  their  case 
to  the  media  and  the  general 
public. 

Mathis  said  that  in  the  workers’ 
meeting  with  Britt,  Britt  said  that 
there  was  no  love  lost  between 

Forum 

Continued  from  page  3 

as  a  pressure  group  for  improved 

gay  coverage. 

Greene  commented  on  the  issue 
for  the  ’80s:  “If  this  world  is  to 
make  it,  it’s  got  to  look  at  dif¬ 
ference  without  equating  it  to  de¬ 
viance.” 

Hougen  said  that  the  issue  for 
the  ’80s  is  “what  it  means  to  be  a 
human  being.”  He  said  that  tradi- 


himself  and  Wallace. 

Interviewed  at  his  City  Hall 
office  by  GCN,  Britt  emphatically 
denied  any  remarks  critical  of 
Wallace.  He  noted,  though,  that 
he  considered  it  a  private 
conversation  whose  contents  he 
did  not  wish  to  make  public. 

Britt  added,  “I  have  never  yet  in 
two  years  I  have  been  in  office 
used  a  public  forum  to  criticize 
other  gay  people  or  other  leftists, 
and  I  don’t  intend  to  do  that  now. 
Sometimes  it’s  hard  not  to.” 

Other  gay  leaders  and  groups 
have  indicated  support  for  the 
former  York  Hotel  workers.  The 
Stonewall  Gay  Democratic  Club 
and  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Memorial 
Democratic  Club  have  passed 
resolutions  calling  for  their  rein¬ 
statement. 

Dr.  Tim  Wolfred,  an  openly  gay 
man  recently  elected  to  the  San 
Francisco  Community  College 
board,  walked  a  picket  line  with 
the  workers  outside  of  the  Hotel 
York’s  bar  and  nightclub,  the 


tional  notions  of  gender  roles  and 
sexuality  have  been  challenged  by 
a  gay  consciousness  that  is  part  of 
feminism.  He  criticized  the  funda¬ 
mentalists  who  use  Bible  verses  to 
condemn  homosexuality:  “Slav¬ 
ery  is  in  the  Bible  too,  fundamen¬ 
tally.  To  understand  the  Bible  you 
must  look  at  themes,  not  its  cir¬ 
cumstances.” 


Plush  Room,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  6. 

Wolfred  drew  a  parallel  between 
what  he  saw  the  York  Hotel  firings 
as  signifying  and  another  city 
labor  dispute.  “This  sort  of  thing 
is  happening  in  a  lot  of  places,  and 
I  think  we’ve  got  to  get  in  there 
and  get  it  stopped.  One  of  the 
community  college  centers,  at 
Fourth  and  Mission  streets,  did 
about  the  same  thing  —  they  fired 
four  union  janitors  and  hired  four 
Third  World  janitors  at  half  the 
wage,  and  we’ve  got  a  picket  line 
down  there.” 

Wolfred  saw  the  York  Hotel  fir¬ 
ings  as  part  of  a  pattern.  “We  have 
a  lot  of  immigrants  coming  into 
town  here,  and  I  think  some  of  the 
bosses,  see  them  as  a  pool  to  be 
exploited  and  a  way  to  keep  wages 
down.  So  that’s  what  they’re 
doing.  That’s  what’s  happening 
here  at  the  York.  I  think  they’re 
exploiting  these  immigrants,  who 
themselves  are  innocent  in  the 
situation.  They  didn’t  know  what 
they  were  getting  into.  We’ve  got 
to  call  people’s  attention  to  it  and 
get  it  stopped.” 

Wolfred  felt  that  incidents  like 
the  York  Hotel  might  prompt  un¬ 
organized  workers  to  seek  unioni¬ 
zation  at  their  workplaces. 

By  no  coincidence,  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  International  Hotel 

Students 
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insert  their  literature  in  the 
envelopes,  but  that  the  registration 
packet  includes  confidential 
material  like  grades  and  disciplin¬ 
ary  reports  that  cannot  be  revealed 
to  them. 

i  Faculty  members  at  the  meeting 
argued  that  including  the  HRGSA 
pamphlet  in  the  registration  packet 
would  give  the  appearance  that  the 
university  endorses  the  goals  of 

,  HRGSA.  One  faculty  member, 

1  however,  said  the  group  was  not 
asking  the  college  to  condone  the 
lesbian  and  gay  lifestyle,  but  to 
condone  tolerance. 


Workers  Local  Two  was  observing 
and  supporting  the  picket  line  out¬ 
side  of  the  York  Hotel  Saturday, 
Dec.  6.  Mike  Koblentz  insisted 
that  “unionizing  is  not  the  issue 
here,  and  this  is  not  a  unionizing 
drive.” 

Koblentz  noted  that  many  gay 
workers  have  approached  Local 
Two,  seeking  representation.  Ko¬ 
blentz  recalled  the  recent  un¬ 
successful  drive  to  organize  the  gay 
workers  at  the  Church  Street  Sta¬ 
tion  restaurant.  “We  had  the  drive 
at  Church  Street  Station  that  is  in 
the  courts.  Some  of  the  gay  rag 
magazines  referred  to  it  as  ‘The 
workers  overwhelmingly  rejected 
the  union  vote.’  But  actually,  it 
was  a  close  vote,  and  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  has  issued 
a  complaint.  They’re  ready  to 
overturn  that  election  and  rein¬ 
state  three  of  the  workers. 

And  I  think  that  here  at  the  York 
Hotel,  it’s  going  to  escalate,  and 
Local  Two  is  going  to  help  as  much 
as  we  can.” 

Kobletz  charged  that  the  Hotel 
York  was  an  example  of  gay  chic 
paid  for  at  the  expense  of  the 
workers. 

Considering  the  two  sides  of  the 
York  Hotel  dispute,  GCN  has 
interviewed  both  representatives 
of  the  former  workers  and  Hotel 


Williams  and  HRGSA  member 
Michael  Colantuono  argued 
against  the  substitute  motion  that 
was  then  introduced,  which  would 
provide  for  a  second  pamphlet, 
saying  it  failed  to  provide  the  need¬ 
ed  privacy.  Colantuono  claimed  a 
lesbian  and  gay  organization  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  (MIT)  had  been  allowed  to 
distribute  its  literature  in  official 
registration  packets  for  several 
years. 

Chuck  Brown  of  Gays  at  MIT 
later  verified  Colantuono’s  claim. 
He  told  GCN  that  literature  from 
his  organization  had  been  dis- 


York  owner  Russell  Cox.  Here  is  a 
breakdown  of  the  important  dis¬ 
agreements: 

Several  of  the  former  Hotel 
York  workers  claim  they  worked 
significant  amounts  of  overtime 
for  which  they  did  not  receive 
overtime  pay.  The  workers  showed 
GCN  xerox  copies  of  their  time 
cards  showing,  in  some  cases, 
overtime  worked  for  straight  time 
wages. 

The  California  labor  law  pro¬ 
vides  that  workers  be  paid  over¬ 
time  wages  for  all  hours  worked 
over  eight  per  day  and/or  over  40 
per  week. 

The  workers  further  contended 
that  duties  outside  of  their  regular 
cleaning  chores  necessitated  the 
overtime  in  the  first  place. 

Russell  Cox  claims  that  several 
workers  had  requested  additional 
Continued  on  Page  9 

Pride 

Continued  from  Page  7 
again,”  she  said. 

Morris  stated  that  if  differences 
between  the  two  groups  were  not 
resolved,  the  GFDC  would  still  go 
ahead  on  its  own  preparations  for 
a  1981  parade. 

The  two  committees  will  hold  a 
negotiation  meeting  Dec.  21. 


tributed  to  students  along  with 
registration  material  for  at  least  six 
years. 

The  substitute  motion  carried, 
with  no  negative  votes  and  three 
abstentions  out  of  about  25. 

“The  university  administration 
did  a  very  good  job  of  pulling  the 
wool  over  the  students’  eyes,” 
Schatz  told  GCN.  “But  gay 
students  haven’t  been  fooled.  This 
will  hurt  the  administration  in  the 
long  run.  GSA  is  the  most  active 
group  on  campus.  Now  it  will  be¬ 
come  even  more  militant.” 


Dinner  at  8 

by  Chef-on-Call 

Enjoy  effortless  entertaining  and  dining 
for  as  little  as  $10  per  person. 

Professional  chef  (Modern  Gourmet)  provides  the  choices 
for  a  five-course  dinner,  does  the  shopping,  and 
carefully  prepares  the  delicious  meal  in  your  home. 

Call  Chef-on-Call  at  267-8262  for  more  information. 
Gift  certificates  available. 


Lesbian/Gay  Pride  is  now  a  year-round  affair. 
We’ve  got  a  new  look . . .  and  lots  of  fresh  plans 


Help  us  celebrate  the  future . . .  and  care 
about  our  community.  Besides  the  annual 
Pride  Celebration  in  June,  we'll  be  organiz¬ 
ing  community  forums  and  events  and 
promoting  communication  among  all 
segments  of  the  lesbian/gay  community. 


Share  our  joys ...  a  few  of  our  sorrows . . .  but 
always  our  strength  and  pride.  Watch  for 
announcements  of  coming  attractions,  or 
come  work  together  with  other  lesbian  and 
gay  men  to  make  Boston  a  prouder  place 
to  live.  See  GCN  Calendar  for  details. 
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Continued  from  Page  8 
hours,  and  that  they  had  been 
allowed  to  work  them.  Cox 
claimed  that  some  of  the  workers 
had  signed  what  he  called  “over¬ 
time  waivers,”  indicating  that  they 
wished  to  work  additional  hours. 

According  to  Cox,  “I  don’t 
believe  we’ve  intentionally  or  un¬ 
intentionally  violated  any  of  the 
state  laws  regarding  overtime.” 

Paul  Blythe,  senior  deputy  with 
the  San  Francisco  office  of  the 
California  Labor  Division,  indi¬ 
cated  that  overtime  must  be  paid  in 
all  cases  except  with  a  union  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  agreement  calls 
for  an  overtime  or  premium  rate  of 
at  least  one  dollar  more  than  the 
California  minimum  wage,  or  in 
cases  of  bona  fide  supervisory 
personnel  making  at  least  $900  a 
month  and  having  decision-mak¬ 
ing  power  such  as  hiring  and 
firing. 

Several  of  the  former  Hotel 
York  workers  have  filed  with  the 
California  Labor  Division  to  col¬ 
lect  what  they  feel  is  ¥  owed 
them  in  the  way  of  back  overtime. 

Another  complaint  of  the 
former  York  workers  is  that  they 
have  no  classification  of  duties  for 
their  jobs,  and  were  therefore  re¬ 
quired  to  perform  what  they  con¬ 
sidered  chores  outside  of  their 
proper  hotel  cleaning  duties. 
Former  worker  Don  Masterson 
charges  that  he  was  once  ordered 
to  clean  Cox’s  home  and  to  move 
his  law  practice  from  the  house  to 
the  hotel,  and  that  he  was  ordered 
to  drop  whatever  he  was  doing  to 
wash  one  of  Cox’s  cars. 

Cox  denies  that  he  ever  asked 
Masterson  or  any  other  York 
worker  to  clean  his  house,  but  says 
he  sees  nothing  wrong  in  doing  so. 
Said  Cox,  “I’m  the  man  who  pays 
the  salaries  here.  When  you  have 
people  who  come  to  you  and  say 


they  want  to  work,  and  you  are 
employing  them  on  an  hourly 
basis,  whether  you’re  cleaning  a 
house  or  a  room  in  a  hotel,  I  don’t 
think  it  makes  any  difference.” 

Paul  Blythe  of  the  California 
Labor  Division  says  that  a  boss 
can  require  virtually  any  duties  of 
a  worker,  unless  there  is  a  contract 
spelling  out  the  duties  or  unless  the 
job  violates  California  OSHA 
safety  standards. 

The  York  workers  showed  GCN 
xerox  copies  of  complimentary 
notes  give  them  by  Russell  Cox 
after  the  summer  season.  One  of 
those  notes  read  as  follows: 

“To  George  [Carpenter] :  As 
Donna  Summer  said,  ‘I  will  sur¬ 
vive.’  Congratulations  on  having 
been  here  over  a  year  now.  Your 
help  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
York  to  have  a  successful  season. 

Thank  you.  Russell  Cox.” 

The  workers  asked  what  was 
wrong  after  these  effusive  compli¬ 
ments.  Cox  replied  that  the  thank- 
you  notes,  accompanied  by  the 
bonus  checks,  were  indeed  signed 
by  him,  but  that  they  were  part  of 
the  campaign  to  give  the  workers 
incentives  to  improve  their  job 

NAMBLA 

Continued  from  page  3 
left  without  such  support  when  his 
adult  lover  was  imprisoned. 

In  response  to  criticism  that 
NAMBLA  is  ageist,  NAMBLA 
spokesperson  Tom  Reeves  of 
Boston  told  GCN  that  NAMBLA 
had  had  difficulty  integrating 
teenagers  into  the  organization 
since  virtually  all  adults,  including 
NAMBLA  members  are  ageist  to 
some  degree.  “But  I  don’t  think 
NAMBLA  is  unusually  ageist,”  he 
said.  “I  think  it’s  less  ageist  than 
most.”  lives.  Rhodes  said  that  sexual 

He  said  the  problem  iS  yet  to  be  Continued  on  Page  17 


performances.  Cox  showed  GCN  a 
stack  of  guest  cards  critical  of 
cleanliness  standards  at  the  hotel, 
guests  complaining  of  unmade 
beds,  dirty  bathrooms,  and  the 
like. 

The  workers  replied  that  they 
were  cleaning  under  trying  circum¬ 
stances,  including  one  where  a 
company  repossessed  all  but  one 
of  the  hotel’s  vacuum  cleaners  for 
alleged  nonpayment  of  bills  on  the 
other  machines. 

In  the  final  analysis,  many  of 
the  former  Hotel  York  workers, 
while  fighting  to  get  their  jobs 
back,  are  disillusioned  with  what  is 
often  their  first  experience  on  the 
job  with  a  gay  boss. 

Phil  Mathis  put  it  this  way: 
“Being  gay  and  working  for  a  gay 
person  is  not  what  it’s  cracked  up 
to  be.  I  tend  to  think  that  the  gay 
employers  are  not  sticking  with  the 
gay  employees.  I  thought  it  would 
be  dynamite  to  work  on  a  job  and 
not  have  to  worry  about  cracking  a 
wrist,  or  saying  something  on  the 
job.  But  I’m  finding  that  the  gays 
screw  the  gays  faster  than  anyone 
else  does.” 
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solved  in  the  organization  but  that 
it  is  being  dealt  with  more  con¬ 
sciously  and  seriously  in 
NAMBLA  than  elsewhere. 

Bob  Rhodes,  a  NAMBLA 
spokesperson  from  New  York, 
told  GCN  that  the  potential  for 
exploitation  exists  in  all  human 
relationships  and  depends  on 
wider  social  factors.  Children  and 
youths  are  vulnerable  to 
exploitation,  he  said,  because  they 
have  no  control  over  their  own 


Hippo  Holidays! 

And  a  Chocolate  New  Year! 

A  to  Zoo  features  Sandra  Boynton’s  Tee 
Shirts,  Christmas  Cards,  Wrap,  Note  Pads, 
Posters,  Buttons  and  her  newly  published 
book,  The  Compleat  Turkey. 
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As  great  bookstores  become  fewer  and  fewer; 
a  few  bookstores  are  becoming  greater  and  greater 

booksmith 

on  Boylston  Street  proudly  announces  a  major  expansion: 


•  The  most  comprehensive  selection  of 
fine  arts  books  in  the  city 

•  A  wide  selection  of  foreign  print  books 

•  First  editions  of  American  and 


International  literature 
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Special  orders  of  any  book  in  print 
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Gays  6  the  Occult 

Occult  (3  kult'),  adj.  1.  Beyond  the  bounds  of  ordinary  knowledge; 

2.  Of,  or  relating  to,  supernatural  agencies,  their  effects,  &  knowledge 
of  them;  3.  Of,  or  relating  to,  such  practices  as  astrology,  palmistry, 
card  readings,  or  psychic  communication  with  the  spirit  world. 


By  Michael  Anderson 

The  occult  dates  back  as  far  as  Mesopotamia 
in  8,000  B.C.  Documentation  shows  that  Stone¬ 
henge  in  England  and  the  pyramids  of  Egypt 
were  used  as  early  astrological  calculators,  and 
the  kings  in  the  Middle  Ages  ordered  crops 
planted  in  cycle  with  the  planets.  Through  the 
years,  the  occult  has  survived  its  pagan  associa¬ 
tions  and  is  still  a  popular  field  of  study  and 
practice  today. 

Gays  and  lesbians  involved  in  contemporary 
occult  studies  are  aware  of  the  ancient  history 
and  do  not  think  of  it  as  “hocus-pocus-fortune- 
telling.”  Jon,  an  astrologer,  says,  “It’s  not  magic, 
and  it’s  not  our  destiny  —  the  occult  is  under¬ 
standing.” 

There  are  lesbians  and  gays  who  are  profes¬ 
sional  and  amateur  readers;  they  are  also 
teachers  of  the  occult,  and  they  constitute  a  large 
following  of  customers  in  search  of  occult  know¬ 
ledge.  Even  the  straight  occult  readers  I  spoke 
with  stated  that  a  large  percentage  of  their  cus¬ 
tomers  are  gay  men. 

The  mass  market  recognizes  the  popularity  of 
the  occult  with  gays.  The  recently  published 
Gay  Love  Signs  by  Michael  Jay  is  an  astro¬ 
logical  guide  that  examines  the  gay  love  style. 
The  familiar  format  of  Sun-sign  compatibility  in 
relationships  (i.e. ,  Taurus  in  love  with  Leo  and 
how  it  works  —  “You’re  both  sexy  men, 
oriented  to  sensual  pleasures,”  etc.)  is  made 
refreshing  here  because  it  is  written  in  gay 
vernacular,  and  specifically  oriented  to  men  in 
love  with  men. 

There  are  unique  clubs/businesses  that  spe¬ 
cialize  in  occult  service  for  gays  like  Zodiac 
International  in  Boston.  Besides  offering  occult 


readings  and  classes  to  the  general  public,  they 
are  also  a  club  for  “gay  and  bisexual  men  and 
women  who  are  tired  of  the  bar  and  disco  scene 
and  would  like  an  alternative  means  of  meeting 
other  intelligent  adults  in  an  environment  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  development  of  relationships.” 
Zodiac  International  hosts  private  parties  and 
group  trips  for  their  members. 

“It’s  not  a  dating  service;  we  only  introduce 
people,”  says  Joseph,  the  proprietor,  who  has 
had  success  with  these  clubs  in  Europe.  “And 
we  also  recommend  that  members  have  their 
astrological  chart  read.  Members  of  the  club 
receive  a  discount  on  occult  readings  and 
classes.  We  do  not  push  astrology  to  everyone 
because  some  people  are  there  just  to  meet 
people,  and  that’s  O.K.,  too.  Whatever  the 
membership  wishes  to  do  for  activities,  within 
reason,  will  be  considered  and  acted  upon  for 
the  good  of  the  membership  as  a  whole.” 

Eugene,  17,  a  high  school  student,  reads 
palms  at  Zodiac  International.  Nine  months 
ago  he  moved  to  America  from  Russia,  where 
occult  practices  must  be  kept  underground,  for 
the  same  reasons  that  gay  relationships  must  be 
kept  darkly  closeted.  To  learn  palmistry, 
Eugene  had  to  find  literature  that  had  been 
smuggled  into  the  country.  “In  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  occult  is  officially  unrecognized,”  he 
says.  “Palmistry  is  a  laughingstock  and  people 
think  it’s  something  only  for  gypsies.” 

Eugene  was  first  exposed  to  palmistry  by 
gypsies  when  he  was  five  years  old.  He  was 
spending  the  summer  at  his  grandmother’s  cot¬ 
tage,  and  she  had  told  him  not  to  wander  too  far 
into  the  fields  for  fear  of  gypsies.  He  was  alone  in 
the  fields  picking  mushrooms  one  day,  and  was 


kidnapped  by  traveling  gypsies.  Before  the 
police  found  him  he  spent  five' days  in  the  gypsy 
camps.  “It  is  a  bright  memory,”  he  explains. 
“There  were  all  these  big  horses  and  the  people 
dressed  very  colorful,  and  they  were  attractive  to 
me.  And  I  remember  an  old,  pretty,  fat  gypsy 
woman.  She  had  long,  salty,  black  hair  and  very 
black  eyes.  I  saw  how  she  was  looking  into  the 
palms  of  the  gypsies  and  telling  them  something. 

I  couldn’t  understand  what  she  was  searching 
for  or  why  she  asked  people  for  palms  and  then 
was  paid  for  that.  I  asked  her  to  do  my  palm,  but 
she  just  looked  at  me  very  mysteriously.  There 
the  seeds  were  sown.  Years  later,  remembering 
this  episode  when  I  was  13,  I  seriously  studied 
palm  reading.” 

I  asked  Eugene  if  there  is  a  line  on  the  palm 
that  signifies  being  gay.  “If  you  can  say 
someone’s  queer  by  judging  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  walks,  why  can’t  you  say  so  from  his 
hand?  There  is  a  line  found  in  the  emotional 
plane  of  the  hand.  To  be  gay  is  not  just  a  sexual 
preference  —  gay  people  have  different 
emotional  cycles,  so  the  line  is  found  there. 
Among  ten  gay  people,  nine  will  have  this  line  in 
their  hand.  This  line  is  seldom  found  on  straight 
people’s  hands.” 

After  he  showed  me  this  line  on  his  hand,  and 
on  mine,  he  continued  to  study  the  other  lines  on 
my  palm.  He  then  described  details  of  my  per¬ 
sonality,  and  events  of  my  past  and  present  that 
were,  for  the  most  part,  quite  accurate.  He  also 
found  a  line  that  he  said  very  few  gay  men  have 
on  their  palms.  “You  are  able  to  channel  your 
sexual  energies  into  your  career  work,”  Eugene 
said.  “When  you  get  horny  you  do  not  pick  up  a 
man,  you  sit  down  and  write  a  story.”  True. 

As  a  palm  reader,  Eugene  enjoys  the  aspect  of 
meeting  people.  “I’ve  met  many  gay  people  and 
I’m  impressed  by  their  desire  and  ability  to 
know  occult  things.  I  like  reading  palms  for 
people  I  don’t  know,  and  also  for  friends.” 

Ann,  30,  a  secretary,  reads  tarot  cards  only 
for  her  close  friends.  “I  take  it  seriously,  to  the 
point  where  I  don’t  want  to  take  risks.  I  can 
always  tell  if  a  person  is  serious  about  wanting 
their  cards  read.  If  they  aren’t  serious,  it’s  not  a 
good  reading.  I  have  to  have  that  closeness.  And 
except  for  my  family  I  haven’t  ever  read  any¬ 
body’s  cards  who  wasn’t  gay.” 

“The  one  time  that  I  actively  trivialized  card 
reading  I  got  deathly  ill.  I  was  going  to  do  read¬ 
ings  for  people  in  a  bar  and  had  been  joking 
about  it  for  weeks,  to  psych  myself  up  to  do  it.  I 
got  horribly  sick  the  night  before  and  was  im¬ 
mobilized.  I  don’t  know  if  it  was  ‘the  powers’  or 
whatever,  taking  revenge  on  me  for  laughing, 


Ann  uses  tarot  cards  for  her  readings.  Tarot 
cards  originated  in  Europe  during  the  Middle 
Ages,  but  like  many  other  occult  practices,  the 
lore  and  symbolism  that  surrounds  them  dates 
back  to  Egyptian  times.  They  are  similar  to 
traditional  playing  cards,  but  have  different 
suits  —  instead  of  hearts,  diamonds,  clubs  and 
spades,  there  are  cups,  pentacles,  wands,  and 
swords.  The  tarot  deck  also  has  an  additional 
twenty- two  cards  which  more  specifically  sym¬ 
bolize  aspects  of  the  Western  European  cultural 
heritage,  such  as  the  Wheel  of  Fortune,  the 
Magician,  the  Lovers,  etc.  Ann  says  that  there 
are  recurrent  cards  which  are  dealt  when  read¬ 
ing  for  lesbians  and  gays.  “Pages  almost  always 
come  up,  for  men  and  women.  There  are  kings, 


queens,  knights,  and  pa;je  \ 
knights  are  specifically  n^i 
are  women’s  cards,  even! 
gay  men  who  would  like  i  j^erE 
different  form  of  vernal  i  »:jl 
pretty  androgynous  and  ti  (iW1 
a  pointedly  lesbian  or  gai  & 
When  Ann  read  my  ce 
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signifying  that  a  wealthy  Hit©1 
enter  my  life.  She  also  sai 
in  my  cards  between  my  i  to® 
—  connected  emotions,  \  iisici 
I  asked  Ann  what  kinc  special 
gays  and  lesbians  can  1  lift® 
“There’s  a  recognition  ol  ferato 
all  experience  somewher  bug  it 
there  are  various  ways  c  oping' 
some  people  dealing  with  bgtel 
ing  with  being  gay  gets  w  tdoiit 
that  lend  us  a  sensitivity  t  lance 
sources,  like  the  occult  thinl 
there’s  already  a  certain  { thicse 
we  develop  in  the  proces  I  com: 
have  to  be  more  in  tune  w  idling 
self  that  straight  people  t;  uorgi 
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homosexuality  as  an  “affliction”  and  in  some' 
astrology  books  these  “bad”  planetary  aspects 
are  described  in  such  terms  as  “producing  secret 
sexual  debaucheries  and  perversion,  that,  in 
extreme  cases,  can  be  homosexual.”  In  reference 
to  love  relationships,  they  usually  refer  to  the 
“opposite  sex,”  again  setting  the  tone  that  any¬ 
thing  “different”  is  suspect  of  “adverse  planetary 
influences.” 

fomna. 


Though  the  reference  to  “masculine”  or  “fem¬ 
inine”  signs  of  the  zodiac  relates  to  active  or  pas¬ 
sive  characteristics  rather  than  to  actual  sexual 
roles,  sexist  comments  also  filter  through  many 
astrological  reference  books  —  “This  position  is 
favorable  for  men  because  it  makes  them  strong 
and  masculine,”  and  “Women  with  this  aspect 
possess  the  traditional  feminine  virtues  of  love, 
grace,  sweetness,  and  domesticity.” 

The  theme  of  a  recent  palmistry  book  written 
by  a  woman  is  that  “.  .  .  the  essence  of  palm 
reading  lies  in  opening  your  eyes  to  the  human 
being  whose  hand  you  hold  and  using  the  signs 
on  the  hands  to  reach  a  sympathetic  under¬ 
standing  of  the  person.”  Yet,  a  few  pages  later 
the  author  goes  on  to  state  that,  “Whenever  you 
see  an  elbow  or  wrist  bent  at  a  90°  angle,  you’ll 
know  you’re  in  for  a  tough  reading.  The  prissy 
types  who  hold  their  hands  in  this  affected  man¬ 
ner  are  usually  very  self-occupied.” 

“I’m  so  sick  and  tired  of  the  ignorance  and  in¬ 
sensitivity  in  the  occult  professions  about  gay 
issues,”  says  Helen,  a  psychic.  “A  good  occult 
reader  is  a  sensitive  person.  If  they’re  not  sensi¬ 
tive,  then  they  can’t  give  a  good  reading.” 

Helen  is  39  and  has  been  a  professional 
psychic  reader  for  14  years.  She  advertises  her 
psychic  services  in  GCN because  she  prefers  gay 
business  and  would  like  to  build  a  gay  following. 
“Lesbians  and  gays  deserve  humane,  compas¬ 
sionate  readings,  which  are  best  given  by  our 
kind,”  Helen  says.  “I  can  give  gays  a  better 
reading  because  I’m  gay.  And  we  deserve  some 
exclusivity.” 

“The  occult  world  is  the  perfect  place  for  sen¬ 
sitive  gays  to  work,”  continues  Helen.  “It’s  esti¬ 
mated  that  70  to  80  percent  of  all  professional 
psychics  are  gay,  but  not  all  are  out  of  the  closet. 
We  all  have  one  thing  in  common  though,  and 
that  is  that  at  some  point  in  our  lives  we  have 
had  intensely  traumatic  periods  to  live  through, 
forcing  us  to  be  sensitive.  This  enforced  sensi¬ 
tivity  opens  our  psychic  senses  appreciably.  In 
my  readings,  I  try  to  help  people  be  aware  of  this 
because  we  are  our  own  best  psychics.” 


Helen’s  customary  readings  are  done  over  the 
telephone,  and  last  30  minutes.  She  requires 
payment  in  advance,  but  adheres  to  the  rule  that 
she  does  not  cash  a  check  until  the  reading  has 
been  completed.  The  check  she  receives  before 
the  reading  supplies  Helen  with  vibrationary 
information  about  the  person  as  she  touches 
(psychometrizing)  the  envelope,  the  check,  and 
the  signature.  Then,  over  the  phone,  she  reads 
a  person’s  voice  vibrations  while  she  reads  the 
cards. 

“These  readings  are  a  fifty-fifty  partnership 
between  the  spirit  world  and  myself,”  Helen  is 
quick  to  point  out.  “All  psychics  are  working  at 
the  behest  of  spirits.  Spiritual  entities  would  like 
it  to  be  known  that  without  people’s  cooperation 
they  are  unable  to  help  them.  You  have  to  give 
up  a  certain  amount  of  your  own  ego  to  allow  the 
spirits  to  come  through  you  so  they  can  give  you 
a  message.” 

Helen  conducted  a  series  of  psychic  readings 
for  me,  with  smoke  —  using  a  decanter  filled 
with  smoke  from  smouldering  incense;  with  fire 
—  using  the  flame  of  large,  white  candle;  and 
with  cards  using  a  deck  of  32  regular  playing 
cards.  While  doing  the  flame  reading,  Helen’s 
voice  took  on  the  character  of  an  older  woman 
with  a  foreign  accent,  a  voice  that  Helen  says  is 
one  of  the  spirits  which  speaks  through  her. 

Among  the  dozens  of  things  that  she  told  me, 
Helen  accurately  described  some  of  my  child¬ 
hood  in  detail,  and  forecast  a  successful  writ¬ 
ing  career  that  would  lead  to  a  job  as  a  foreign 
correspondent  where  I  would  be  based  in 
France,  doing  investigative  journalism  through¬ 
out  Europe.  Just  as  Ann  described  a  new  gentle¬ 
man  entering  my  life,  Helen  talked  about  a  man 
in  similar  terms,  with  descriptions  of  his  phy¬ 
sical  appearance,  clothes,  background,  and 
positive  qualities.  The  spirits  also  instructed 
me,  through  Helen,  to  spend  more  time  devel¬ 
oping  my  own  psychic  abilities. 

“It  is  very  good  for  gays  to  consult  with  people 
in  the  occult  to  gain  more  knowledge  of  their 
spirit,”  says  Helen,  “and  to  hear  that  they  are 
important  people  because  they’re  a  spirit  and  a 
soul  *and  in  an  evolving  state.  Spirit  is  the 
ultimate  thing  in  gay  people’s  lives.  It  is  the 
development  of  the  spirit  that  is  important.” 

“Gay  and  lesbian  people  have  been  aban¬ 
doned  by  most  segments  of  society,”  she  con¬ 
tinues.  “It  is  vitally  important  that  they  under¬ 
stand  that  spirit  does  not  abandon  them,  God 
does  not  abandon  them,  but  men  might.” 

“The  occult  can  be  a  great  rallying  place  for 
gay  people,”  Helen  states.  “They  can  get 
together  in  groups  to  develop  themselves  on  a 
more  spiritual  plane  without  having  to  turn 
around  and  change  their  way  of  life.  The  occult 
cannot  change  your  life  —  it  changes  the  quality 
of  it,  through  awareness.  It  gets  to  be  a  finer  life 
and  automatically  produces  changes  in  you  to 
make  you  a  better  person.  It’s  even  helped  some 
people  come  out  of  the  closet.” 

Jon,  27,  is  an  astrologer  who  had  his  own 
astrological  chart  read  seven  years  ago  when  he 
was  still  in  the  closet.  “The  astrologer  had  never 
met  me  before  she  read  my  chart,  and  I  was 
amazed  at  what  she  told  me  about  myself.  Even 
if  she  had  done  intensive  research  about  my  life, 
she  still  could  not  have  known  some  of  those 
intimate  things  about  my  personality.  When  she 
started  talking  about  my  love  life,  it  was  obvious 
she  didn’t  know  I  was  gay,  and  she  wasn’t  quite  - 
sure  what  she  was  seeing  in  my  planets.  She 
said,  ‘Your  sexual  desires  are  unsatisfied  right 


now.’  That  convinced  me,  and  I’ve  been  study¬ 
ing  astrology  since.” 

After  “apprenticing’’  with  a  straight,  homo- 
phobic  astrologer  for  two  years,  Jon  went  in  his 
own  direction  and  read  every  astrological  refer¬ 
ence  book  he  could  find.  “When  I  first  began 
studying  astrology  books  I  was  disturbed  at  the 
references  to  homosexuality  —  they  were  ugly 
comments.  I  thought  I  was  gay  because  I’d  been 
born  with  this  awful  planetary  aspect,  and  be¬ 
cause  I  had  such  faith  in  astrology  these  refer¬ 
ences  sank  in,  and  I  always  thought  of  my  gay¬ 
ness  as  a  problem.  It’s  taken  me  a  long  time  to 
get  that  thought  out  of  my  system.” 

For  four  years  now,  Jon  has  been  reading 
charts  for  part-time  profit,  and  he  alters  the 
traditional  interpretations  to  the  specific  needs 
of  his  lesbian  and  gay  clients.  “We  gay  folk  have 
a  tendency  to  beat  ourselves  up  sometimes.  And 
I  known  that  the  more  I  study  astrology,  the  less 
I  beat  myself  up,  because  it  has  increased  my 
understanding  both  of  myself  and  others.  I 
relate  to  people  better  if  I  know  their  sign. 
People  call  me  perceptive.  I  don’t  tell  everyone 
that  my  perceptions  are  astrological  ones  —  I 
just  let  them  think  I’m  intuitively  savvy.” 

I  asked  Jon  if  he  was  good  predicting  the 
future.  “I’ve  got  a  pretty  good  record,”  he 
laughed.  “But  astrology  does  not  predict  events 
with  you  as  a  helpless  victim  to  the  gifts  and 
punishments  of  the  planets.  I  assess  trends, 
swings  in  goals  and  objectives,  potential  events. 
I  never  say,  “You  will  have  a  romance  this 
month.”  I  used  to  say  it  that  way  and  it  got  me  in 
trouble.  People  would  say,  “Where’s  my  ro¬ 
mance  that  you  promised?”  Now  I  say,  “This  is 
a  beneficial  time  for  romance  and  can  signify  the 
beginning  of  a  new  emotional  relationship  in 
your  life.”  Some  people  will  have  the  affair  and 
some  won’t;  you  can’t  predict  a  free  will.  The 
planets  do  not  compel,  they  only  indicate.” 

What  do  the  planets  indicate  for  the  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  movement?  “We’ll  make  some 
very  significant  achievements  in  1985,  but  the 
movement  will  reach  reach  its  fruition  and  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  year  2000,”  Jon  says.  “Unfortunately, 
before  that  time  we’re  headed  for  some  hellish 
years.  Worldwide  conflict  will  reach  a  peak, 
with  a  lot  of  violence,  plague,  famine,  and 
atomic  warfare.  And  the  governments  are  going 
to  crumble  —  the  economic  and  political  struc¬ 
tures  will  be  in  chaos.  I  know  it  sounds  awful, 
but  these  crazy  times  will  lead  to  some  positive 
changes  for  us.  By  the  year  2000  the  world  will 
develop  a  fundamental  understanding  of  spirit¬ 
ual  values  among  all  people.  It  is  the  beginning 
of  the  Aquarian  age  when  there  will  be  enligh¬ 
tened  humanitarian  values  throughout  the 
world.  A  worldwide  government  will  be  formed 
with  the  best  interests  of  all  people  in  mind,  with 
new  social,  legal,  educational  and  religious  con¬ 
cepts  based  on  the  concept  that  all  human 
beings  must  be  given  a  chance  to  develop  their 
own  potential  according  to  their  abilities.  After 
the  year  2000,  the  world  will  be  at  peace,  and  it 
will  become  smooth  sailing  for  gays  and 
lesbians.  It’s  something  to  look  forward  to.” 

Indeed. 


A  Profile  Of  Richard  Peluso 


By  Tom  Reeves 

Last  week  in  GCN  (Vol.  8,  No. 
21)  I  gave  an  overview  of  the  125 
gay  men  imprisoned  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  for  engaging  in  consensual 
sex  with  minors.  This  is  a  profile 
of  one  of  these  men,  Richard 
Peluso,  who  is  currently  incar¬ 
cerated  at  Bridgewater  Treatment 
Center’s  ", Sexually  Dangerous” 
Unit. 

Richard  Peluso  was  one  of  24 
men  alleged  by  District  Attorney, 
Garrett  Byrne  to  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  a  ‘‘sex  ring”  in  Revere, 
Massachusetts  in  1977.  Most  of 
the  initial  accusations  were  proven 
false.  The  accusations  in  the  case 
included:  men  having  sex  with 
very  young  boys,  men  producing 
and  distributing  pornography, 
and  men  involving  themselves  in 
an  international  boy  prostitution 
ring. 

During  the  actual  trials  which 
resulted,  the  men  were  accused  of 
having  sex  with  boys,  mostly  14 
and  15  years  old.  One  alleged 
“victim”  was  nine  and  one  was  11. 
No  force  or  coercion  was  alleged. 

Many  of  the  men  were  wholly 
unconnected  with  Revere,  but  12 
of  them  had  been  frequent  visitors 
at  the  home  of  Richard  Peluso. 
They  met  together  as  friends  to 
talk,  play  cards,  and  sometimes  to 
meet  adolescent  boys  (ages  14-18) 
and  have  sex.  Some  men  paid 
some  boys,  but  there  was  no  or¬ 
ganized  prostitution,  no  pimps 
and  no  big  money. 

Peluso  spent  much  of  his  own 
money  on  trips  and  sports  for  the 
boys,  some  of  whom  he  had 
known  for  years.  Several  boys 
lived  with  him  at  various  times. 
One  of  these  boys,  then  16,  testi¬ 
fied  that  Richard  Peluso  was  “.  .  . 
like  a  father  to  me,  like  a  coun¬ 
selor.  He  was  my  friend.  Most  of 
the  time  when  I  went  there,  it  was 
not  for  sex,  it  was  to  talk.  ” 

Only  a  few  of  the  boys  were  said 
to  have  had  sex  for  money.  All  of 
the  men  accused  of  having  sex  at 
Peluso’s  house  are  free  today, 
except  Peluso. 

Richard  Peluso  received  three 
15-25  year  sentences  for  “rape  of  a 
child  under  sixteen”  and  two 
3-year  sentences  for  “indecent  as¬ 
sault.  ” 

What  constituted  the  “rape”? 
Richard  was  accused  of  mastur¬ 
bating  the  two  boys,  age  11  and 
13,  for  five  minutes,  accused  of 
“attempting  oral  sex  for  about 
one  minute”  with  one  of  the  boys. 
Peluso  told  me,  “I  had  known 
them  awhile.  They  had  been  over 
five  or  six  times.  1  had  never  had 
sex  with  a  boy  so  young,  and  when 
the  older  one  let  me  know  they 
wanted  to,  I  was  curious.  The 
funny  thing  is,  the  boy  was  too 
young,  and  I  stopped  after  a  few 
minutes.  ” 

Police  seized  photographs  of 


about  50  boys,  posing  nude  in 
Richard’s  Revere  triple-decker 
house.  Although  they  did  not 
produce  names  or  complaints, 
police  threatened  to  accuse  Peluso 
of  sex  acts  with  these  boys.  Peluso 
said,  “Both  my  lawyer  and  the 
D.A.  said  the  pictures  were 
enough.  The  boys  wouldn’t  even 
have  to  testify.  ”  That  was  a  lie, 
but  the  threat  worked. 

Peluso  finally  accepted  a  plea 
bargain.  After  five  months  in  the 
Charles  Street  Jail  in  Boston, 
Peluso’s  attorney,  Alexander 
Matulewicz,  told  him  that  Assis¬ 
tant  District  Attorney  Henson, 
under  pressure  from  D.A.  Byrne 
himself,  would  ask  for  three 
consecutive  life  sentences  if  Peluso 
did  not  plead  guilty.  In  return  for  a 
plea,  the  sentences  would  be  made 
concurrent.  Peluso  was  not  told 
that  he  could  also  be  judged  a 
“sexually  dangerous  person” 
(SDP),  and  be  held  for  the  rest  of 
his  life. 

A  minimum  of  ten  years  in 
prison  may  not  seem  much  of  a 
bargain,  but  Peluso  was  told  that 
the  D.A.  was  in  an  election  year 
battle  and  needed  to  act  tough 
toward  “child  molesters.”  Just 
before  Peluso  decided  to  plea,  his 
friend  Frank  Damiano  was.  given 
22  life  sentences,  some  consecu¬ 
tive.  That  clenched  it  for  Peluso. 

After  sentencing,  Peluso  was 
sent  to  Walpole  State  Prison  where 
he  was  repeatedly  threatened  and 
was  forced  to  remain  in  23-hour 
lock-up.  While  there,  he  was  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Dr.  Robert  Moore  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  he  was  “sexually 
dangerous”  (SDP). 

Peluso,  now  at  Bridgewater, 
sees  a  whole  series  of  unacceptable 
alternatives  in  the  chain  of  events 
since  his  arrest  —  “Catch  22s”. 
He  said,  “First  off,  the  police  told 
me  I  should  get  this  lawyer,  and  of 
course  my  family  insisted  I  do 
what  they  said. 

“The  first  thing  he[the  lawyer] 
asked  me  when  I  met  him  was 
whether  I  was  the  man  who  liked 
to  suck  boys’  toes.  Next  I  was  told 
I  should  plead  guilty  to  ‘crimes’  I 
didn’t  think  were  crimes,  and  to 
some  things  I  didn’t  do  (assault). 
Matulewicz  told  me  he  wanted  to 
get  me  committed  as  SDP.  I  was 
flabergasted  that  he  would  even 
say  such  a  thing.  Everybody  said 
that  was  what  I  had  to  do,  other¬ 
wise  I  would  be  killed.  Now  here  at 
Bridgewater,  I’m  still  in  a  bind.  If  I 
‘cooperate’  and  go  to  therapy, 
then  I  get  privileges.  But  what  does 
that  do  to  my  real  feelings  and  my 
pride?  I  want  more  than  anything 
to  get  out  from  under  this  awful 
stigma:  “sexually  dangerous 

person.” 

“I  am  comfortable  here  —  I 
have  my  TV  and  my  stamp  col¬ 
lection  —  but  I  am  humiliated.  I 
know  I  am  not  sexually  dangerous. 


Your  Aunt  Ruth  has 
animal  needs 

she’s  not  telling  you  about! 

So  how  are  you  to  know  what  to  give  her  for 
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needs  . . .  and  some  of  those  of  her  nieces 
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I  look  around  me  and  see  men  who 
have  given  up.  They  cooperated 
until  they  lacked  any  self.  I  have  to 
get  out  of  here  now  while  I  am  still 
a  full  human  being  —  even  if  it 
means  Walpole.” 

Bridgewater  and  SDP 

The  SDP  statute  under  which 
Richard  Peluso  is  held  is  a  vague 
catch-all.  All  men  imprisoned  for 
sex  offenses  must  be  observed  to 
determine  whether  they  are 
“sexually  dangerous.”  (There  are 
two  peculiar  exceptions:  incest, 
which  is  almost  totally  hetero¬ 
sexual,  and  gang  rape,  which  has 
been  exclusively  a  heterosexual 
crime  in  Massachusetts  for  many 
years). 

The  SDP  hearing  is  a  mixture  of 
judicial  and  psychiatric  judgment, 
but  has  the  force  of  law. 
Psychiatrists  appointed  by  the 
state  and  the  defense  present 
evidence.  The  judge  decides. 
There  are  no  official  guidelines. 
Among  the  deciding  factors  men¬ 
tioned  by  psychiatrists  are  repeti¬ 
tion  of  offenses,  age  of  victims, 
violence  and  compulsion.  Some 
psychiatrists  have  applied  special 
criteria  in  homosexual  cases  such 
as  “indoctrination  of  boys  into 
homosexuality”  or  “violation  of 
publicly  accepted  sexuality.” 
Those  currently  working  for  the 
state  say  they  judge  primarily  on 
the  grounds  of  violence  and  com¬ 
pulsion,  but  many  men  —  like 
Peluso  —  remain  defined  as  SDP 
despite  the  absense  of  any  vio¬ 
lence,  compulsion  or  coercion. 

Bridgewater  Correctional  Insti¬ 
tute  is  one  of  the  oldest  prisons  in 
constant  use  in  America.  It  was 
previously  used  for  retarded  and 
disturbed  persons  as  well  as  pri¬ 
soners.  The  Treatment  Center  for 
the  “Sexually  Dangerous”  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  an  area  of  the  facility 
which  was  made  infamous  by  the 
film  Titticut  Follies  which  was 
banned  in  Massachusetts.  There 
are  no  indoor  toilets.  Individual 
chamber  pots  are  emptied  each 
morning.  Cells  are  arranged  on 
tiers  which  look  down  on  caver¬ 
nous  hallways.  Here  are  crowded 
together  172  men  in  a  space  which 
should  accommodate  140  or 
fewer.  There  is  no  separation  of 
men  into  units  by  type  of  crime. 
Richard  Peluso  shares  a  tier  with  a 
man  convicted  of  murdering  one 
gay  youth  and  stabbing  and  tor¬ 
turing  others. 

Richard  Peluso  Today 

Richard  Peluso  is  a  soft-spoken 
man.  He  had  little  formal  educa¬ 
tion.  He  was  born  and  lived  all  his 
life  in  Revere  where  he  assisted  his 
father  in  a  variety  of  small  enter¬ 
prises  including  local  advertising 
with  matches,  pencils  and  other 
novelties.  He  lived  simply  in  a 
rented  apartment  not  far  from 
several  bars  and  street  corners 
where  boys  have  met  men  for  sex 
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for  decades  —  and  still  do.  Over 
the  years,  Richard  met  many  of 
those  neighborhood  boys  who 
were  quite  accustomed  to  casual 
sex  with  men  who  would  give  them 
companionship  and  support  they 
lacked  at  home.  The  boys  played 
cards  and  pool  with  Richard.  They 
drank  a  beer  or  two,  but  he  was 
known  as  “strict  on  dope,”  and 
sometimes  angered  boys  with  his 
house  rules.  His  neighbors  were 
unanimously  quoted  in  the  press  as 
“surprised”  about  the  sex.  “He 
was  a  nice  man,  quiet  and  friendly 
with  the  neighborhood  boys,  but 
we  never  suspected  anything,” 
said  a  woman  neighbor  to  -the- 
Boston  Herald  American.  Peluso 
knew  and  was  hiked  by  many 
of  the  boys  ’  parents.  Peluso 
definitely;like)d,boys.|He  was  ar¬ 
rested  three  times  for  “unnatural 
acts”  with  Hand  15  year  old  boys, 
and  he  had  been  observed  at 
Bridgewater  in  1963  but  was 
declared  not  sexually  dangerous. 
In  1977,  Dr.  Robert  Moore  says  he 
was  following  the  request  of 
Peluso  and  his  attorney  when  he 
declared  that  Peluso  “may  be  sex¬ 
ually  dangerous”  and  therefore 
recommended  SDP  commitment. 

Richard  was  never  involved  pre¬ 
viously  in  the  gay  community. 
“We  never  went  to  bars  in 
Boston,”  Peluso  said.  “Once  in  a 
while,  I  cruised  Boston,  but  mostly 
I  stayed  in  Revere.  Out  there  you 
meet  boys  and  men  in  all  the  bars, 
and  on  the  streets.”  Today 
Richard  has  gained  a  clear  sense  of 
his  identity.  One  therapist  told  me, 
“Richard  Peluso  is  quite  different 
from  most  of  the  men  we  see.  He 
had  maintained  lasting  relation¬ 
ship  with  some  of  those  boys.  He 
has  a  pride  in  himself  and  a  fairly 
strong  ego.  And  he  is  one  of  the 
few  men  in  here  who  speaks  of 
himself  as  a  gay  man.  He  has  been 
helpful  to  some  of  the  others  who 
are  still  closeted.” 

Richard  said,  “I  just  wish  I  had 
known  more  about  the  gay  world. 
I  had  no  idea  there  were  things  like 
GCN  or  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA).  I  like  men  —  and 
boys.  I  am  gay.” 

Since  entering  Bridgewater  in 
1978,  Peluso’s  therapy  reviews  and 
behavior  reports  have  been  posi¬ 
tive.  Out  of  14  categories  for  posi¬ 
tive  and  negative  behavior,  Peluso 
ranked  highest  in  13  categories,  ac¬ 
cording  to  prison  staff  and  thera¬ 
pists.  Only  in  one,  “negative  reac¬ 
tion  to  criticism,”  was  Peluso 
below  average,  according  to  his 
file.  “That  is  the  contradiction 
here,”  Peluso  said.  “If  you  accept 
criticism  about  your  sexual  be¬ 
havior  or  if  you  just  hide  your  feel¬ 
ings  and  fantasies  about  sex,  you 
win  points.  But  you  lose  self¬ 
esteem.  If  you  reject  the  idea  that 
your  sexual  orientation  is  bad  and 


if  you  are  honest  about  your 
dreams  and  fantasies  when  they 
ask  you  (and  they  want  to  know 
everything),  they  see  you  as  ‘sick.’ 
If  you  refuse  to  comment,  they  call 
you  ‘noncooperative. ’” 

With  help  from  Attorney 
Richard  Iandoli  and  NAMBLA, 
Peluso  has  applied  for  the  annual 
review  of  his  SDP  status  (which 
the  accused  must  initiate).  At¬ 
torney  John  Ward  is  handling 
Peluso’s  request  for  a  review  of  his 
sentence  and  a  retrial.  Ward  has 
interviewed  Attorney  Matulewicz 
and  believes  there  are  grounds  for 
a  new  trial  because  Peluso  was  co¬ 
erced  into  his  plea  bargain  and 
because  he  was  not  properly  repre¬ 
sented.  Ward  argues  that  the 
sentence  should  be  reviewed  be¬ 
cause  the  other  Revere  defendants 
have  been  found  not  guilty,  have 
had  charges  dropped,  or  were 
given  unsupervised  probation  for 
acts  identical  to  those  alleged  in 
Peluso’s  case.  Dr.  Richard  Pillard 
of  the  Homophile  Community 
Health  Service  and  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  has  been  appointed  defense 
psychiatrist,  while  Dr.  Moore  is 
one  of  two  state  psychiatrists  who 
have  examined  Peluso  again.  Dr. 
Moore  has  found  that  Peluso  is 
not  sexually  dangerous  at  this 
time.  The  hearing  will  be  on  Jan.  8 
in  Suffolk  Superior  Criminal 
Court  at  9:30  a.m. 

When  questioned  by  a  state  psy¬ 
chiatrist  recently,  Peluso  said,  “I 
feel  good  about  myself.  I  made 
some  mistakes.  I  had  poor  judg¬ 
ment.  But  I  honestly  don’t  think 
anyone  got  hurt  but  me  and  some 
of  the  other  men.  God,  those  boys 
were  abused  by  their  families  and 
then  by  the  police,  but  I  didn’t 
abuse  them.  Nobody  ever  forced 
any  boy  around  my  house.  I 
wouldn’t  have  stood  for  that.” 
The  psychiatrist  asked  if  he  would 
have  sex  with  boys  again. 
“Honestly,  no,”  he  said.  “I  think 
I  would  be  too  afraid.  And  I  dream 
mostly  about  men  now.  I  have  sex 
in  here  with  men,  and  I  expect  my 
partners  will  be  older.  What  I 
would  like  now  is  a  longer  rela¬ 
tionship,  not  just  sex.  Most  of  the 
guys  in  here  are  either  straight  guys 
looking  for  a  blow-job  or  they  are 
gay  and  want  a  younger  guy.  Here 
I  am,  paunchy  and  old  and  they 
want  youth.  The  place  is  not 
normal,  so  there  is  little  normal 
affection.” 

Peluso  is  sad  and  angry,  but  not 
bitter.  “I  have  often  wondered 
why  it  is  I  am  the  only  one  in  jail 
and  harassed.  How  in  heaven’s 
name  can  I  be  dangerous  if  all  my 
lovers  were  willing?  I  was  a  scape¬ 
goat.  How  else  can  you  explain  all 
this  fiction  about  pornography, 
sex  ring  and  drugs?  How  can  the 
media  get  away  with  slander  like 
that?  It  is  because  of  my  sexual 
continued  on  page  17 
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Sherry  Edwards 

A  Personal  Remembrance 
Of  The  Saints 


By  Andrea  F.  Loewenstein 

There  was  a  moment  oir  the 
dance  floor  at  the  Saints  Collective 
benefit  Halloween  party  at  Studio 
Red  Top  when  they  kept  on  play¬ 
ing,  “We  are  family,  I  got  all  my 
sisters  with  me,”  and  I  (inhibited, 
non-dancer  that  I  am)  found 
myself  dancing  wildly  and  waving 
my  hands  in  the  air  along  with 
everyone  else,  testifying  that  yes, 
this  was  a  family  event,  and  yes, 
being  sisters  was  what  it  was  all 
about.  It  was  true  that  this  was  an 
intimate  occasion  for  me  in  that 
I’d  been  close  to  quite  a  few  of  the 
women  out  there  on  that  dance 
floor  over  the  six  year  period  since 
I’d  resettled  in  Boston,  but  this  in 
itself  only  made  the  event  just  like 
any  other  woman’s  event  I  ever  go 
to  in  this  city.  And  most  of  these 
occasions  don’t  feel  like  family, 
unless  you’re  using  the  term  in  the 
sense  a  lot  of  us  grew  up  with,  that 
is,  to  mean  something  complicated 
and  rather  painful,  which  this 
wasn’t,  for  once.  What  I  mean  is 
that  Studio  Red  Top  that  night  felt 
safe  and  warm  and  as  the  song 
ended,  I  knew  why.  Of  .  course  it 
felt  like  a  good,  jumping  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  at  the  Saints.  Or 
rather,  like  some  essence  of  all 
those  changing  Wednesday  nights 
at  the  Saints  over  the  past  seven 
years,  rolled  into  one. 

My  friend,  J.  says,  “Don’t  say 
‘the  Saints,’  say  ‘The  Col¬ 
lective,’  ”  and  of  course  she’s 
right,  because  the  bar  itself,  which 
I  gather  is  now  het  and  empty,  is 
still  called  the  Saints,  and  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  night  that  what 
was  there  for  us  is  going  to 
continue,  no  matter  where  it 
happens  and  what  it’s  called.  But 
still.  It  was  called  “The  Saints,” 
except  for  when  we  said,  “are  you 
going  to  The  Bar  tonight?”  in  the 
way  when  some  New  Yorkers  say 
“The  City.”  There’s  no  need  to 
ask  which  one. 

It  was  called  “The  Saints”  and 
it  was  there,  on  Broad  Street,  near 
the  waterfront,  semi-across  from 
the  aquarium,  pretty  easy  to  get  to 
by  car  from  Cambridge  after  the 
first  maybe  seven  times  getting  lost 
and  that  one  time  Con  and  I  did 
the  hash  brownies  before.  Getting 
back  could  be  harder;  something 
about  one-way  streets  and  dis¬ 
appearing  exits  and  maybe  late 
hours  and  a  drink  or  two.  Going 
there  earless  was  a  different  story, 
you  didn’t  have  to  worry  about 
staying  oriented  or  parking  then; 
but  there  was  either  the  subway  or 
a  ride  home  to  negotiate. 

It  was  there,  anyway,  for  lots  of 
us  “The  Bar,  The  Mama  bar.” 


Talking  about  Mamas,  quite  a  few 
women  used  to  bring  their  (real, 
blood)  mothers  to  The  Saints.  In 
the  case  of  most  bars,  this  would 
he  an  act  of  defiance  at  best,  but  in 
this  case  it  meant  something 
different.  Women  did  it  who  were 
in  some  late  stage  of  successful 
coming  out  to  their  mothers,  who 
wanted  to  show  them:,  this  is  who  I 
am,  this  is  what  I’m  a  part  of. 
When  that  was  what  you  were 
trying  to  say,  The  Saints  was  the 
natural  place  to  do  it.  Right  now 
there  isn’t  any  Saints  to  brjng  your 
mother  to.  Or  to  go  to  meet  your 
friends  and  dance  on  Wednesday 
night.  Or  to  go  to,  alternately 
cruise,  weep  on  someone’s 
shoulder  and  keep  an  eye  on  the 
door  hoping  “She”  won’t  (will) 
come  in.  Or  to  sit  outside  of, 
keeping  watch  and  talking  with 
one  of  the  Collective  members.  It 
was  there,  and  now  it’s  not,  which 
is  why  it’s  time  for  a  little 
remembering  —  a  little  bearing 
witness. 

It  was  Wednesday  night  —  can 
it  be  eight  years  ago?  Seven? 
Lavender  Jane  had  just  come  out 
with  their  first  record  and  A. 
beckoned  to  me  from  behind  a 
series  of  closed  doors  to  come  and 
listen  (“Every  woman  can  be  a  les¬ 
bian.”).  “Did  you  hear  what  she 
said?  That  word?” 

A.  and  I  had  been  English 
majors  at  college  together  and 
now  that  we  were  living  in  the 
same  city  we  were  exchanging  a 
whole  lot  of  books:  Riverfmger 
Women  for  Rubyfruit  Jungle, 
Patience  and  Sara  for  The  Cook 
and  the  Carpenter.  Our  conver¬ 
sations  tended  to  the  cryptic. 
“Page  52  of  Mrs  Dalloway.  Yeah, 
Modern  Library,  the  one  we  used 
in  class,  I  just  never  noticed  it 
before!”  “Your  basic  Coming 
Out  Package”  was  what  we  called 
it  a  few  years  later  when  we  could 
say  these  things.  “There’s  this 
bar,”  was  what  she  did  say  to  me 
then.  “I  mean  it’s  for  women,  B. 
and  C.  went  there  last  week  and 
they’re  both  married  and  every¬ 
thing.  I  mean  it  doesn’t  mean 
anything.”  We  sat  in  one  of  those 
closed-in  booths  in  back  and  Oh 
God  look  at  those  women  playing 
pool  and  what  are  we  supposed  to 
do  with  our  eyes,  I  mean  it’s 
impossible  to  look  at  them  and 
impossible  not  to  look  at  them  and 
all  of  a  sudden  it’s  not  so  easy  to 
look  at  each  other.  The  tables  were 
dark  —  comforting  wood  —  and 
the  next  morning  my  back  hurt 
and  my  head  ached  which  was 
strange  considering  that  all  we  had 


was  a  beer  a  piece.  I  don’t 
remember  which  of  us  was  brave 
enough  to  get  them.  I  don’t 
remember  what  we  talked  about, 
either.  Books,  probably.  ...  I 
don’t  think  either  of  us  had  done  it 
yet  (maybe  she  had,  I  don’t  know) 
but  we  were  both  on  the  verge  and 
it  was  all  connected  to  sitting 
there,  in  that  safe  wooden  booth 
with  a  little  beer  on  puddles  on  the 
glossy  surface.  It  was  where  we 
wanted  to  be. 

The  next  time  I  remember  is 
round-about,  because  it’s  not 
really  about  me,  it’s  about  B.  I  was 
living  in  the  Midwest  then  and  it’s 
a  long  story,  but  basically  I  came 
home  to  Boston  over  Christmas 
vacation  and  fell  in  love.  She  was 
living  with  two  other  women  and 
two  little  boys  in  a  slum  apartment 
on  Brookline  Street  in  Cambridge 
and  they  called  themselves  “Thea 
Furies”  and  were  very  poor  and  on 
welfare  being  writers  taking  drugs 
wandering  Central  Square  getting 
screamed  at  in  their  second  hand 
leather  jackets  with  their  cropped 
hair  and  on  New  Years  it  was 
snowing  and  I  was  standing  out¬ 
side  on  Brookline  Street  very  high 
watching  snowflakes  falling  on  her 
long  neck.  B.  was  wearing  her  old 
Navy  pea  coat  with  the  collar  up 
and  we  didn’t  go  to  the  Saints;  we 
didn’t  have  any  money  or  a  car 
and  anyway  I  was  scared  of  bars 
and  it  would  have  all  been  too 
much.  But  the  bar  does  come  into 
it,  because  when  I  went  back  to 
school  in  the  Midwest  she  came  to 
visit  me  and  wrote  me  a  letter 
afterwards,  in  which  she  said: 

“I  made  it  back  to  town  about  a 
quarter  to  two,  the  speed  was  just 
wearing  off  and  I  was  missing 
you  a  lot  and  feeling  terrible  and 
wondering  what  the  fuck  I  was 
doing  here.  I  pulled  into  the 
Saints  just  in  time  for  the  last 
call.  And  just  sat  there  at  the  bar, 
all  dirty  and  worn  out,  drinking 
my  beer  and  knowing  that  I  was 
home  .  '.  .” 

I  can  see  her,  slouching  there  on 
the  bar  stool  with  her  long  bones 
and  the  kind  of  exceptional  face 
that  the  less  hair  there  is  around  it 
the  better;  in  her  not  so  white 
anymore  long-underwear  top, 
with  that  slightly  blank  look  of 
hers  and  every  eye  in  the  place  on 
her.  I  could  see  it,  more  clearly 
fhandf  I’d  been  thcre-myself. 

So  that  when  I  left  the  Midwest 
and  moved  back  to  town  (at  the 
same  time  as  B.  left  town,  and 
moved  back  to  the  Midwest,  where 
she  was  from)  Boston  felt  mostly 
like  the  place  she  wasn’t  and  so  did 
The  Saints.  I  knew  by  that  time 
Continued  on  Page  14 


he  National  March 
On  Washington  For 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Rps 


An  LP  record  album  with  30  photographs 
and  text. 


With:  Kate  Millet,  Allen  Ginsberg,  Robin 
Tyler,  Tom  Robinson,  Lucia  Valeska, 
Rev.  Troy  Perry  and  a  cast  of  250,000. 


Send  $8  plus  $1  postage  and  applicable 
sales  tax  to: 


Magnus  Records 
61  Vendola  Dr. 
San  Rafael,  CA 
94903 


076ft 


Of  Cambridge 


We  are  extending  our  old  world 
tradition  of  elegant  catering 
with  the  opening  of  a  distinctive  Food  Shop 

FRESHLY  PREPARED 
GOURMET  FOODS  &  PASTRIES 


Hors  d’oeuvres,  Viennese  &  French  Pastries, 
Dips,  Pate,  Salads.  Soups,  Hot  &  Cold 
Entrees,  Sandwiches  &  much  more. 


/ 75.9  S&ve. 

(toamiw/fe,  02 U0  f'OO/)  0070/00 


Is  your  Christmas  going 
to  be  unBEARable?” 
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WE  MAIL  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  U.S.A 
_ YES,  WE  HAVE  GIFT  CERTIFICATES _ 
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Triangle  Produces 
Good  Gay  Theater 


Laura  Luz,  Veneita  Porter,  Larry  Peterson  and  David  Baird  in  Cross  Your  Heart  and  Hope  To  Lie 


Cross  Your  Heart  And 
Hope  To  Lie 

Written  by  Streeter  Colby 
Directed  by  Jane  Graham 
With  David  Baird,  Laura  Luz, 
Larry  Peterson,  Veneita  Porter, 
Candace  Hopkins,  Jane 
Graham,  Roland  Green  and 
John  Constantino 
Produced  by  David  M.  Hough 
Presented  by  Triangle  Theater 
Company  (Boston ’s  Gay 
Theater)  at  The  Theatre 
Factory,  367  Boylston  St., 
Boston 

By  Stewart  Landers 
Imagine:  It’s  1973,  you’re  com¬ 
ing  back  to  school.  You  and  your 
lover  have  teamed  up  with  a  gay 
couple  of  the  opposite  sex  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  two  heterosexual 
couples  in  order  to  get  into  the 
married  student  housing  on  a 
southern  California  college 
campus.  You’ve  lied  to  new  neigh¬ 
bors  and  family,  and  within  hours 
of  setting  up  house,  complications 
arise  and  possible  exposure  is  im¬ 
minent. 

The  Triangle  Theater  Com¬ 
pany’s  new  production,  Cross 
Your  Heart  And  Hope  To  Lie, 
takes  this  premise  and  milks  it  for 
maximum  comic  and  dramatic 
effect.  The  company,  subtitled 
“Boston’s  Gay  Theater,”  seeks  to 
mtertain  as  it  educates,  and  sue- 

Saints 

Continued  from  Page  13 
that  I  was  a  dyke,  alright,  but  was 
it  going  to  feel  this  bad  all  the 
time?  And  anyway,  I  was  still 
scared  to  death  of  bars.  So  what  I 
did  was  to  go  to  the  Saints  in  drag 

—  I  went  as  B.  I  missed  her  a  lot, 
an  it  was  a  way  of  being  with  her, 
and  I  certainly  couln’t  go  as  me;  I 
knew  that.  I  sat  in  one  place,  very 
quietly,  so  that  if  you  saw  me  there 
in  those  days  you  probably  didn’t 
know  it  wasn’t  me.  Only  I  knew. 

I  did  go  to  the  Saints  after  that, 
with  other  women  who  felt  com¬ 
fortable  there  and  ordered  my 
drinks  for  me,  but  it  wasn’t  until 
C.  that  I  went  as  myself.  Now, 
don’t  get  me  wrong.  I  could  be  as 
butch  as  the  next  post-roles  dyke 

—  at  a  poetry  reading,  say.  I  could 
be  quite  aggressive  in  places  like 
libraries,  or  on  the  subway.  But  in 
bars,  there  was  not  knowing  the 
names  of  drinks  and  hating  the 
taste  anyway  (in  college  we  went  in 
someone’s  room  and  got  stoned; 
tripping  was  for  heavier  dates)' 
And  I’d  walk  in  the  door  and  feel 
like  I  was  back  in  junior-high 
dancing  class,  where  the  boys  used 
to  circle  round  and  round  to 
music,  picking  the  girls  they 
wanted,  until  there  was  only  one 
girl  left  to  be  stepped  on  by  the 
lady  teacher  with  her  black  high 
heels,  and  that  girl  was  always  me. 
In  my  head  I  knew  there  were 
some  differences:  it  was  all  girls 
here  and  none  of  them  had  black 
high  heels  on,  to  start  with,  but  the 
feeling  was  the  same.  Sometimes  it 
takes  a  while  to  catch  up  with 
yourself,  like  when  I  used  to  be  in 
bed  with  a  woman  and  think  Oh 
God  I  didn’t  put  in  my  diaphragm. 

C.  anyway,  had  come  out  at  fif¬ 
teen  and  had  a  lot  of  stories  about 
being  an  old  time  working-class 
bar  dyke.  C.  also  has  a  lot  of  style. 
She  used  to  do  things  for  me  that  I 
liked  a  lot,  but  I  thought  were  the 
things  men  were  ‘sposed  to  do  for 
women,  but  I  hadn’t  liked  them 
then.  I  mean  things  to  do  with 
flowers,  and  candles  by  the  bed, 
and  opening  car  doors.  I  had 
decided  a  little  ways  back  that 
instead  of  getting  crushes  on  all 
these  tough  looking  women  who 
turned  out  not  to  be,  anyway,  I 
was  going  to  be  one  myself.  So  I 


ceeds  with  fine  acting  perform¬ 
ances  and  some  skillful  writing.  Its 
head-on  handling  of  gay  issues  is 
naturalistic  and  powerful. 

The  sense  of  comfort  and  real¬ 
ism  is  established  at  once.  A  play¬ 
ful  morning  wake-up  scene  be¬ 
tween  the  male  lovers,  Gregg  and 
Don,  presents  people  immediately 
identifiable  and  likable.  By  the 
time  Robin  and  Sue  meander  over 
from  next  door,  the  light-hearted 
badgering  with  underlying  warm 
feelings  resemble  an  updated 
Walk  On  The  Wild  Side  with 
Lucy,  Ethyl,  Ricky  and  Fred.  All 
four  performers  are  able  to  shift 
effectively  from  a  comic  to  a 
serious  vein  which  is  necessary 
when  Robin  faces  coming  out  to 
her  mother  and  Don  lies  about 
another  lover,  Terry,  who  be¬ 
comes  known  to  Gregg. 

The  play  focuses  on  lying  (the 
line  between  the  lie  and  the 
closet),  truth  and  outspokenness. 
Don  (David  Baird)  delivers  a  fiery 
speech,  in  the  first  act,  on  the 
need  to  lie  to  continue  doing  what 
he  loves  —  teaching.  The  irony 
that  he  sets  forth  is  striking:  he 
can  hate  everyone  and  every  thing 
as  openly  as  he  wants,  “but  let 
them  find  out  I  love  a  shy,  beauti¬ 
ful  man”  and  it’s  all  over.  Baird 
has  a  commanding  presence 
throughout  the  show.  His  blue 


had  my  own  leather  jacket  by  then 
and  C.  and  I  used  to  outdo  each 
other  in  chivalry.  I  learned  a  lot 
from  her,  and  one  of  the  things  I 
learned  was  how  to  take  up  my 
own  space  on  a  bar  stool.  C.  was 
the  first  woman  I  ever  knew  who 
used  the  word  “cruising,”  in 
reference  to  herself,  that  is.  We’d 
go  to  The  Saints  together  Wed¬ 
nesday  nights  and  she’d  go  off  to 
check  out  the  bar,  do  a  little 
cruising,  see  you  later;  and  so 
would  I.  I  knew  quite  a  few 
women  by  then,  and  it  was  fun  to 
do  our  own  things  and  then  at 
some  point  there  would  be  maybe 
a  kiss  on  the  back  of  my  neck  or 
something  and  there  she  would  be 
and  we’d  go  home  together.  C. 
knew  all  the  women  in  the  col¬ 
lective  and  used  to  talk  and  joke 
with  them,  but  when  I  smiled  at 
them,  they  never  seemed  to 
recognize  me  so  I  figured  either  I 
talked  too  middle-class  or  I  was 
still  too  new.  I  used  to  admire 
them,  from  a  distance. 

A  lot  of  the  time  you  didn’t 
notice  them  much,  unless  some¬ 
thing  started  going  wrong,  like 
some  drunk  man  would  be  at  the 
door  wanting  to  come  in  and  play, 
and  right  away  one  of  them  would 
be  there,  sometimes  Donna,  who 
was  very  small  and  very  firmly 
planted  and  with  a  no  nonsense  air 
about  her.  The  man  would  almost 
always  leave  right  away. 

Once  I’d  relaxed  enough  to  see 
them  in  the  first  place  I  realized 
that  the  women  who  worked  in  the 
bar  were  the  ones  who  made  it 
work.  It  was  beautiful  to  watch 
any  two  members  of  the  collective 
communicate  across  the  crowded 
bar.  They  could  signal,  “get  over 
here  now,  I  need  help!”  or,  relax, 
everything  is  cool,”  without 
saying  a  word. 

I  remember  walking  in  alone 
and  uptight,  worried  about  whom 
I’d  meet.  Then  Sandra  G.  would 
be  there  at  the  door  smiling  a  little 
and  I’d  remember  to  breathe  again 
and  know  I  was  alright.  Robin  was 
like  that  too.  Once  I  was  in  early 
because  I  was  going  to  give  a 
reading,  and  a  whole  lot  of  ice 
spilled  all  over  the  floor  and 
everything  was  crazy  and  the  door 


eyes  are  both  wide  and  welcoming 
in  moments  of  humor  and  narrow 
and  steely  when  the  going  gets 
rough. 

And  it  does  get  rough  at  times. 
Act  One  is  a  carousel  of  affection 
and  farce  as  identities  are  blurred. 
Here,  comic  possibilities  are 
raised.  It  ends  with  a  splendid 
phone  conversation  between 
Robin  and  her  mother.  Robin 
(Laura  Luz)  is  a  frazzle  of  choreo¬ 
graphed  energy  as  her  explana¬ 
tions  are  obviously  leading  to 
more  trouble. 


was  about  to  open  —  then  Robin 
was  there  sweeping  it  up  and 
laughing.  Clearly,  everything  was 
under  control.  One  time  I  came  in 
after  a  horrible  Christmas  party.  I 
sat  at  the  end  of  the  bar  talking 
with  Donna  about  the  small  town 
where  her  mother  lived,  which  she 
couldn’t  go  back  to  this  Christ¬ 
mas,  because  the  bar  had  to  be 
open  for  the  women  who  needed  it 
most  then.  I  think  of  Merry  in 
summertime,  sitting  on  the  steps 
and  laughing  and  telling  me  to 
“write  something  dirty  for  me.” 
And  when  there  was  that 
community  meeting  in  the  bar 
after  the  women  had  been  at¬ 
tacked,  I  remember  Sandy  M. 
standing  up  there,  getting  mad  and 
tearful  and  sounding  like  the  voice 
of  reason  —  all  at  the  same  time. 
Being  around  members  of  the 
Collective  used  to  make  me  feel 
like  things  made  some  kind  of 
sense  after  all. 

I  used  to  be  there  quite  a  lot, 
alone  br*with  someone,  after  C  andil 
broke  up.  Sometimes  I’d  go  there 
to  cruise  and  it  was  good  to  be  able 
to  admit  it.  In  most  of  the  lesbian- 
feminist  places  I  used  to  go,  if  you 
said  that  word  someone  would 
raise  her  eyebrows  at  you  and  start 
in  on  how  looks  didn’t  matter  and 
wasn’t  that  what  cruising  was 
about  anyway  —  a  gay  male 
phenomenon,  certainly  not  for  us! 
There  were  a  lot  of  women  who 
were  pretty  insistent  on  that  point. 
They  said  they  went  to  The  Saints 
to  dance  with  their  friends,  period. 
There  were  others  who  didn’t  say 
that,  though. 

Through  the  years  Boston  has 
been  getting  smaller  the  longer 
I’ve  lived  here  and  by  this  time  it 
was  too  small  to  go  home  with 
anyone  lightly;  you’d  be  sure  to 
turn  out  to  be  related,  somehow. 
There  was  this  short  story  I  used  to 
want  to  write  called,  “My  Mama 
Didn’t  Bring  Me  Up  To  Be  a  Bar 
Dyke.”  It’s  true,  she  didn’t.  I  had 
to  learn  how  myself,  and  I  felt 
proud  of  it.  So  it  was  important  to 
be  able  to  act  cruisey,  when  I  was 
in  the  mood. 

The  Saints  was  always  a  place 
you  could  go  to  as  you  were,  which 
wasn’t  always  so  happy.  I  remem¬ 


Act  Two,  burdened  with  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  presenting  a  politi¬ 
cal  message  and  of  resolving  the 
many  lies,  does  not  fare  as  well. 
The  act  opens  with  a  hilarious 
scene  between  Robin’s  mother 
and  her  mother’s  lover  —  a  black 
man  named  Edward.  (They  too- 
are  lying  by  keeping  their  relation¬ 
ship  from  Robin  —  a  fact  that  is 
forgotten  in  the  denouement.) 
When  Terry  stops  by  to  visit  Don, 
he  finds  Robin’s  mother  and  Ed¬ 
ward.  One  thing  leads  to  another 
and  suddenly  here  is  Terry  (Mr. 


ber  running  into  O.  there  a  month 
after  she’d  left  me  suddenly  for 
someone  else,  and  I  hadn’t  seen 
her  since.  I  wanted  to  go  up  to  her 
and  get  mad,  so  I  did  that;  and 
then  I  wanted  to  cry,  so  I  did  that, 
too,  because  this  was  my  place  to 
do  what  I  wanted  to  and  women 
did.  They  got  drunk  or  cried  or 
shouted  at  each  other  sometimes, 
but  if  anyone  hit  someone  else, 
one  of  the  collective  members 
would  be  there  right  away  and  it 
stopped.  So  I  leaned  against  a 
brick  wall  and  cried  and  no  one 
stared  at  me  too  much,  but 
everyone  who  looked  seemed  to  be 
saying,  “Yeah,  I  know.”  And 
then  a  friend  came  off  the  pool 
table  and  put  her  arm  around  me 
and  said,  “One  of  those  nights, 
hmm?”  meaning  that  she’d  been 
there,  too,  and  we  talked  and  the 
night  turned  sweet,  after  all.  At 
first  I  used  to  look  at  so  many  of 
us  having  fights  or  crying  or 
staggering  around  messed  up 
somehow  and  think,  “God,  are  we 
fucked  up!”  but  now  what  I  think 
is  that  it  was  a  safe  place  to  fall 
apart  in  —  one  of  the  few.  You 
didn’t  have  to  be  politically 
correct  or  well-behaved;  you  could 
be  wild  or  angry  or  miserable  and 
even  show  it  and  you  wouldn’t  be 
alone  with  it,  and  nothing  too  bad 
could  happen,  because  the  women 
in  the  collective  wouldn’t  let  it. 

In  the  last  year  and  a  half  or  so  I 
got  into  the  habit  of  going  to  the 
Saints  on  Wednesday  nights  alone. 
When  I  started  writing  “Random 
Lust,”  the  collective  members 
finally  knew  me,  which  was  a 
triumph.  Maybe  it  wasn’t  that 
they  wanted  to  talk  before.  Maybe 
it  could  have  happened  any  time, 
only  I  didn’t  know  it.  I  was  seeing 
E.,  who  was  new  to  the  com¬ 
munity  at  the  time,  and  she  could 
never  understand  why  I  wanted  to 
go  alone.  Who  was  I  meeting 
there,  secretly?  It  must  be 
someone!  I  could  never  explain  it 
to  her,  how  those  Wednesday 
nights  had  turned  into  some  kind 
of  symbol  for  me;  something 
about  being  basically  alone  but  at 
home  with  it,  about  being  a  dyke 
who  had  grown  through  a  lot  of 
shit  and  found  some  kind  of 


“Out”  Teenager  of  1973)  explain¬ 
ing  being  gay  to  parent  figures  and 
confronting  stereotyped  images 
with  assertive  attitudes  of  pride, 
freedom  and  love.  As  these  sorts 
of  scenes  go,  it’s  not  too  bad  and 
actually  it  becomes  quite  moving. 
Here,  the  major  characters  are  re¬ 
involved  in  the  action  which  lets 
their  already  established  charac¬ 
terizations  provide  the  motive  for 
coming  out.  While  certain  politi¬ 
cal  notions  may  not  make  great 
theater,  the  point  is  well  taken: 

continued  on  page  15 


home,  and  who  was  still  doing  it. 

The  last  clear  memory  is  of  a  hot 
night  this  summer,  hanging  out  on 
the  steps  with  Sandy  and  Merry 
and  Byrna  who  were  there  watch¬ 
ing  out  for  any  trouble.  Some  men 
in  a  car  had  threatened  F.  and  I  on 
the  road  driving  there  and  had 
come  close  to  killing  us,  in  fact.  It 
felt  good  to  be  keeping  watch. 
Some  drunks  came  by  and  yelled 
something  and  Sandy  went  around 
the  corner  to  make  sure  they 
hadn’t  pulled  up.  A  kid  (I  guess 
she  had  to  be  twenty-one,  but  she 
looked  like  a  kid)  came  out  cocky 
and  a  little  drunk,  saying  she  was 
going  to  walk  home  to  Somerville. 
A  couple  of  us  talked  to  her  while 
Merry  went  to  find  her  a  ride 
home.  After  a  while,  my  heart, 
which  had  been  racing  from  the 
trouble  driving  in,  slowed  down, 
and  I  started  breathing  again  and  I 
could  hear  the  voices  and  music 
from  inside  and  feel  this  place. 
The  Saints,  full  of  women  —  a  few 
of  whom  I  knew  and  one  or  two 
whom  I  knew  well  but  all  of  whom 
if  we  saw  each  other  in  the  subway 
or  someplace  we’d  smile  and 
recognize  each  other.  It  was  as  if  I 
could  feel  that  place  breathe,  like 
something  alive.  I  guess  that’s  why 
I  felt  a  sense  of  mourning,  as  if 
someone  I’d  loved  had  died,  when 
I  heard  The  Saints  had  closed.  I’ll 
be  joyful  when  The  Collective  can 
open  up  their  own  bar  —  one  that 
belongs  to  them.  I  know  it  was 
easy  to  come  for  a  drink  on 
Wednesday  nights,  and  impossible 
to  keep  working  for  “the  man.” 
But  the  Saints,  for  me  and  for 
many  of  us,  was  the  Mama  Bar. 
And  we’ll  miss  it  —  and 
remember. 

The  collective  is  soliciting  long* 
term  loans  and  donations  and  is 
planning  fund  raising  across  the 
country.  “The  Collective”  T- 
shirts  are  available  at  New  Words 
book  store  and,  nightly,  at  Some-* 
where.  On  New  Years  Eve,  a  party 
to  benefit  this  enterprise  will  be 
held  at  the  Group  School,  345 
Franklin  Street,  Cambridge  at 
8:00.  For  information  about 
donations  or  events,  call  Byrna 
Aronson  or  Sherry  Edwards  at 
482-1214. 


William  Boyle 
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TViangle 

Continued  from  Page  14 
Terry’s  upfront  attitude  toward 
being  gay  paves  the  way  for  and 
almost  requires  that  Robin  come 
out  to  her  mother. 

The  relationship  between  the 
gay  men  and  women  is  another 
strength  of  this  production.  To¬ 
ward  the  end  of  the  play,  a  scene 
between  Gregg  and  Sue  returns  to 
the  intimate  and  easy  flow  of  the 
first  act.  The  walls  are  down  for 
these  two  characters  as  they  share 
feelings  and  thoughts  in  a  way  re¬ 


served  for  those  relationships  free 
from  sexual  tensions.  Gregg 
(Larry  Peterson),  with  his  squar¬ 
ish  face  and  tender  expression, 
handles  his  most  demanding 
scenes  with  emotional  conviction. 
Veneita  Porter’s  Sue  has  a  tiger’s 
anger  steaming  under  the  surface. 
Her  communication  is  direct 
whether  miming  a  bride’s  walk 
down  the  aisle  or  describing  how 
she  got  her  first  pair  of  handcuffs 
(‘  -in '  off  two  box  tops  and  the 
'  ur  mother”). 


The  good  relationship  between 
gay  men  and  lesbians  is  not  just 
chance.  Producer  David  M. 
Hough,  organizer  of  Triagle 
Theater  Company,  noted  that  one 
of  the  major  difficulties  they  had 
in  choosing  plays  was  finding 
material  which  addressed  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  both  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

The  script,  written  by  Streeter 
Colby,  is  clever  and  quick-paced. 
While  no  easy  answers  are  pro¬ 
vided,  a  sense  of  accuracy  of  char¬ 


acterization  pervades.  However 
the  ending  is  a  little  downbeat  for 
a  play  with  the  makings  of  great 
farce.  The  direction,  by  Jane 
Graham,  is  confident  and  steady 
with  some  inspired  moments  and 
occasional  stiltedness. 

The  Triangle  Theater  Company 
serves  a  two-fold  purpose:  it 
brings  good  theater  with  gay 
themes  to  Boston  and  it  provides  a 
supportive  atmosphere  for  gay 
people  interested  in  working  in  the 
theater.  With  Cross  Your  Heart 


And  Hope  To  Lie ,  the  company’s 
first  major  production  (during 
Gay  Pride  Week  1980,  the  com¬ 
pany  presented  a  series  of  one-act 
plays  entitled  Three  In  A  Single 
Key)  it  has  accomplished  its  first 
goal.  If  it  is  to  succeed  in  its 
second,  the  gay  community 
should  go  check  out  this  play  and 
lend  support  to  the  company. 

Performances  are  scheduled  for 
December  11,  12,  13,  18,  19,  20  at 
8:00  p.m. 


Maps  of  America’s  Major  Gay  Cities 

►  Where  the  Hot  Spots  Are 

►  How  To  Get  To  Them  Using 
Public  &  Private  Transportation 

►  Complete  descriptive  listings  of 

^Bars 

★  Baths 

★  Restaurants 

★  Discos 

Color-coded  for 
quick  reference 


Send  $4.95  for  each  guide  map 
Cities  available  are: 

•  New  York 

•  San  Francisco 

•  Los  Angeles 

•  Atlanta 

•  Washington  D.C. 

•  Montreal 

•  Boston 

•  Chicago 

•  Houston 
to:  Go  Maps,  Dept. 

250  W.  57th  St. 
Suite  224 
NYC  10019 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of 
the  germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

Current  attitudes  (including  group  male-female 
and  same-sex  activites)  require  that  each  participant 
wash  away  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  before  and  after  sex  contact,  in  protec¬ 
tion  of  one’s  self  and  of  one’s  sex  partner(s). 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the 
lower  digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs 
including  those  which  may  cause  non-gonococcal 
urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  Here 
are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed 
booklet  (Available  in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION 
and  Good  Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and 
after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the 
possibiity  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap 
into  urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive 
measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in 
the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU 
(non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific 
urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use 
watersoluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do 
not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the 
germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the 
penis  may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections. 
Therefore,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis 
will  have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  re¬ 
main  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not 
prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of 
male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 

HYGIENE  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the 
lower  digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rec¬ 
tum  during  certain,  sex  activities.  Among  the 
dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which 
causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro¬ 
intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral 
route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary 
system  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a 
result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum  toward  vagina 
by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to 
the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from 
which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well 
as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture^ 
designed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention* 
and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in 
homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  signifi¬ 
cant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires 
careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  con¬ 
tact  which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly 
during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may 
irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance 
of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further 
treatment  is  required.  For  the  sexually  active 
male  —  the  commercially  available  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube*  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to 
prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  com¬ 
mercially  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams, 
creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which  also  have 
germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 
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Odyssey  of  o  Unicorn 

Happy  Holidays 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Suddenly,  without  any  warning, 
the  holidays  are  upon  us.  This 
year,  more  than  ever,  the  timd  has 
flown,  and  I  Find  myself  sitting  at 
work  writing  my  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  list,  and  remembering.  .  .  . 

When  I  was  a  child,  Christmas 
was  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
the  high  point  of  the  year.  For 
weeks  before  the  feature  event  I 
combed  through  catalogues,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  one  that  came  from 
F.A.O.  Schwartz,  the  toy  store. 
And  then,  did  I  make  lists.  I  wrote 
them  and  rewrote  them,  taking 
note  of  page  and  item  numbers.  I 
didn’t  want  Santa  Claus  to  have 
too  difficult  a  time.  After  all,  I 
knew  how  busy  a  person  he  must 
be  in  order  to  make  all  those 
necessary  visits  in  one  night. 

So  how  come  a  Jewish  kid  be¬ 
lieves  (and  I  did,  absolutely, 
believe)  in  Santa  Claus?  That’s  a 
legitimate  question.  My  father 
came  from  an  Orthodox  Jewish 
family  but  my  mother  came  from  a 
family  Jewish  in  name  only.  My 
father  was  recessive  and  my 
mother  dominant,  so  I  was 
allowed  to  follow  my  inclinations 
toward  the  Christian  celebrations 
of  the  holiday.  I  didn’t  know 
anything  about  the  essentially 
religious  nature  of  the  occasion. 
All  I  knew  and  all  I  cared  about 
was  the  glorious  fact  that  for 
Christmas  you  got  presents. 

If,  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  all 
you  got  was  food,  clothing  and 
lodging,  liberally  larded  with  neg¬ 
ative  criticism  of  everything  about 
you  (both  visible  and  presumed), 
at  least  you  had  Christmas  to  look 
forward  to  with  high  hopes  and 
grave  emphasis.  Getting  some¬ 
thing  wonderful  was  a  very  serious 
matter  and  produced  tremendous 
anxiety  in  my  quasi-logical  child’s 
mind. 

I  had  heard  many  stories  about 
Santa  Claus,  and  some  of  them 
seemed  plausible  while  others  were 
so  preposterous  that  even  a  young 
child  (circa  seven  or  eight)  simply 
had  to  know  better.  For  instance,  I 
couldn’t  force  myself  to  believe 
that  such  a  clean  and  chubby 
gentleman  could  really  enter 
houses  through  the  chimney.  Be¬ 
sides,  there  were  homes  without 
fireplaces,  so  how  could  Santa 
make  his  deliveries,  if  chimneys 
and  fireplaces  were  necessary? 
Therefore,  I  concluded,  he  must 
enter  through  the  door. 

The  problem  of  time,  of  being 
all  over  the  world  at  once,  didn’t 
bother  me.  The  difficulty  of  carry¬ 
ing  everybody’s  desired  gifts  in 
one  sack  on  one  sleigh  with  one  set 
of  reindeer  didn’t  confound  my 
reasoning  either.  Santa  was  magi¬ 
cal  enough  to  perform  all  those 


miracles.  He  just  didn’t  go  down 
sooty  chimneys  in  his  pretty  red 
and  white  suit  or  risk  getting  his 
marvelous  white  beard  all  dirty. 

My  childish  imagination  still 
had  to  arrange  to  reach  Santa  with 
the  list,  so,  instead  of  mailing  it  to 
him  (I  don’t  know  why  I  didn’t 
trust  the  mail  and  just  expected 
him  to  have  everything  in  his  sack 
at  all  times),  I  left  it  in  the  door 
latch  for  him  to  read  as  he  entered 
our  house.  Because  I  was  sure  he’d 
be  hungry  and  thirsty,  I  left  him  a 
glass  of  imilk  and  some  cookies  on 
the  mantel,  along  with  little  love 
notes. 

Every  year  there  was  one  very 
special  gift  upon  receipt  of  which 
my  whole  small  life  depended,  or 
so  it  seemed.  I  just  had  to  have  a 
particular  Teddy  Bear,  or  bicycle 
or  game  (one  year  it  was  a  chemis¬ 
try  set)  each  Christmas  or  the 
world  would  come  to  an  end.  The 
theory  that  the  world  would  end 
was  never  tested,  however, 
because,  whatever  faults  my 
parents  may  have  had,  they  always 
came  through  on  Christmas.  Of 
course,  it  was  many  years  before  1 
realized  that  they  were  actually  in 
loco  Santae  Clausis. 

Even  while  I  was  very  young,  I 
had  some  contemporaries  who 
stated  boldly,  as  only  children  can 
do,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
Santa  Claus  and  all  the  presents 
came  from  parents.  I  gainsaid 
them  because  I  didn’t  see  my  par- 
rents  setting  out  the  presents. 
Though  I  swore  I  never  slept  a 
wink  all  through  Christmas  Eve, 
which  was  certainly  the  longest 
night  of  the  year,  I  must  indeed 
have  slept  at  some  point  because  I 
really  never  did  catch  my  parents 
in  the  act.  I  never  saw  Santa  Claus 
either,  but  I  believed  he  brought 
the  gifts,  just  as  strongly  as  I 
believed  that  my  parents  did  not 
bring  them. 

I  don’t  remember  when  I  found 
out  that  Santa  was  a  myth.  Per- 
haps  I  have  not  found  out  yet, 

Immigration 

Continued  from  Page  1 
the  exclusion  policy  for  homosex 
uals.  These  two  Congressperson 
are,  Portman  says,  “very  con 
cerned  about  the  passability  of  th< 
whole  package  if  the  exclusion  [ol 
lesbians  and  gay  men]  is  cut  down. 
Their  feeling  is  that  the  American 
people  don’t  mind  there  being  a 
lot  of  exclusions  [for  people  they 
regard  as]  immoral  or  ideologi¬ 
cally  extreme ...  These  commis¬ 
sioners  feel  we  may  risk  losing  on 
some  of  the  bigger  issues  —  like 
illegal  immigrations  from  Mexico, 
mass  asylum,  and  amnesty  —  by 
pushing  in  some  of  the  more 
emotional  areas  —  emotional  in 


What  becomes  a  stocking  most? 
Stocking  stuffers  from  A  to  Zoo 
Add  life  to  your  Christmas  stockings 
with  a  jumping  frog,  a  lady  bug  key  ring, 
wind-up  lobsters,  a  panda  bear  ink  stamp, 
stuffed  baby  hippos  or  one  of  over  100 
other  small  toys  and  gifts  that  will 
fill  your  stockings  with  fun. 

Stocking  stuffers  from  A  to  Zoo  .  . . 

Anything  else  is  just  stuffing! 
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exactly.  I  see  the  essence  of  Santa 
Claus  everywhere.  As  I  sit  at  work 
typing  this,  I  see  the  lovely  little 
tree  one  of  my  co-workers  put  up 
the  other  day  and  decorated  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  skill.  Today 
I  brought  a  tiny  Koala  bear 
wearing  a  red  cap  and  clipped  him 
to  the  tree.  It  brightens  my  life  to 
look  up  and  see  not  only  this  tree 
but  other  trees  and  other  kinds  of 
decorations  all  over  the  place  here. 

The  Jewish  question  has  not 
been  ignored  either.  My  non- 
Jewish  co-workers  ask  all  kinds  of 
endearing  questions  about 
Chanukah  and  actually  shamed 
me  into  making  potato  pancakes 
for  my  dinner  last  night.  Latkes 
(potatoe  pancakes)  are  the  tradi¬ 
tional  goodies  for  Chanukah,  and 
because  others  seemed  so  sincerely 
interested  in  my  holidays,  I  caught 
the  enthusiasm  and  went  home  to 
peel  potatoes. 

My  sother  (significant  other) 
brought  out  the  menorah 
(candelabra  with  a  Jewish  accent) 
which  I  had  bought  for  one  of  her 
recent  birthdays,  and  she  lit  two 
candles  for  the  second  night  of  the 
eight-day  long  festival  while  I  tried 
to  remember  the  words  that  went 
with  the  actions.  This  would  not 
be  particularly  significant  but  for 
the  fact  that  she  was  bom  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  I  a  Jew,  and  neither  of  us 
now  practices  or  believes  anything 
in  terms  of  religion,  per  se. 

What  we  do  believe  in,  and  that 
very  deeply,  is  the  benevolent 
spirit  that  moves  people  to  cele¬ 
brate  special  occasions.  We  mark 
solstices  and  equinoxes  by  festivals 
rooted  in  myths.  It  doesn’t  matter 
which  myths.  What  matters  is 
that  certain  days  are  elevated  out 
of  the  ordinary  for  special  com¬ 
memoration,  celebration,  partici¬ 
pation,  and  the  reaffirmation  of 
our  pledges  of  affection  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  ourselves,  our  friends, 
our  families  and  our  best  beloved. 
Happy  Holidays. 


the  sense  that  letter  writers  and 

interest  groups  lobby  hard  around 
these  issues  at  the  Capitol.” 

Portman  continued,  “Others 
[on  the  commission]  feel  that  if 
their  solutions  on  the  big  issues 
are  reasonable,  then  that  will 
sweep  the  little  issues  along 
through  Congress,  too.” 

Steve  Endean,  of  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby,  is  pessimistic 
about  the  federal  lawmakers’  re¬ 
action  to  progressive  legislation. 
“I’d  be  surprised,”  he  told  GCN, 
“if  in  this  political  climate  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  the  commission 
was  taken  [by  Congress].  Often¬ 
times  when  a  commission  comes 
along  with  a  good  recommenda- 
tion,it  isn’t  incorporated.  It’s  very 
tough  to  pass  good  legislation.” 

“But,”  he  continued,  “maybe 
the  office  of  Sen.  [Alan]  Cranston 
[a  Democrat  from  California]  has 
some  information  I  don’t  have, 
because  they  seem  very  optimis¬ 
tic.”  (Cranston  is  a  commission 
member  who  sponsored  the  bill.) 
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affordable  catering 
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Betsy  Mayer  Joanne  Crawford 
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NAMBLA 

Continued  from  Page  9 
freedom  is  only  one  aspect  of  the 
liberation  of  youth.  He  advocates 
the  right  of  youth  to  enter  into 
contracts,  for  example,  and  to 
divorce  their  parents. 

Rhodes  said  the  existence  of 
hustling  as  a  response  to  economic 

Peluso 

Continued  from  Page  12 
preference  that  I  have  been 
humiliated  in  this  way.  What  harm 
did  I  do?  More  harm  has  been 
created  by  the  police  than  I  could 
ever  do:  harm  to  me,  my  parents, 
the  boys,  their  parents. 

“Feeding,  clothing,  helping 
boys,  giving  affection,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “Some  sex  amid  all  that,  if 
that  was  harm,  then  I  did  some 
harm.  But  it  was  absolutely 
nothing  compared  to  the  evil  done 
by  the  authorities.  What  they  did 
will  never  be  undone.  I  especially 
worry  about  the  boys.  I  know 
them,  and  I  know  how  easily  hurt 
they  are.” 

Peluso  told  the  state  psychia¬ 
trist,  “I  don’t  want  any  trouble 
any  more,  but  I  am  not  going  to  lie 
down  and  give  up.  My  new  con¬ 
tacts  with  the  gay  community  give 
me  some  purpose.  When  I  get  out  I 
hope  they  will  give  me  a  social  life. 
I  want  to  lead  a  quiet,  happy  life  as 
a  gay  man.  No  matter  what  you 
think  of  what  I  did,  five  minutes  of 
touching  boys’  cocks  is  not  worth 
a  man’s  whole  life.” 


conditions  illustrates  what  he 
described  as  the  fact  that  societal 
factors  create  vulnerability  to 
sexual  exploitation. 

David  Thorstad  of  New  York 
told  GCN  that  opposition  to 
transgenerational  relationships 
that  surfaced  last  April  when 
Thorstad  was  scheduled  to  speak 
at  a  demonstration  in  Albany,  NY 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  39)  has 
succeeded  only  in  damaging  the 
organizations  opposed  to  such 
relationships. 

Thorstad  criticized  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations  which  seek  to 
appear  “respectable”  by  dis¬ 
sociating  themselves  from  what  he 
described  as  “non-respectable” 
portions  of  the  community,  such 
as  youths,  “boy  lovers,”  sado- 
masochists  and  leather  fetishists, 
who,  he  says,  are  the  most  ex¬ 
ploited  members  of  the 
community. 

Reformist  politics,  Thorstad 
said,  is  no  answer  to  widespread 
bigotry.  “Gay-rights  bills,”  he 
commented,  “don’t  stop  bullets. 
We  have  to  change  society’s 
attitudes  about  sex.  We  have  to 
talk  about  all  our  sexuality.” 

NAMBLA,  Thorstad  said,  is 
the  only  gay  organization  still 
talking  about  sex. 

During  the  conference  two  men 
from  the  Bristol  County  Homo- 
phile  Alliance  for  Political  Action 
(BCHAPA)  of  Dartmouth,  Mass, 
held  a  demonstration  against 


NAMBLA  at  the  conference  site 
and  later,  in  front  of  the  GCN 
office,  charging  that  GCN 
supported  NAMBLA’s  position. 
A  leaflet  announcing  the 
demonstration  read,  “Stop 
exploitation  .  .  .  NAMBLA  wants 
to  repeal  age  of  consent  laws,  so 
adults  can  have  sex  with  children. 
Most  gays  are  against  exploiting 
children  for  sex.” 

William  Wilkie  of  BCHAPA 
told  GCN  that  his  organization, 
which  has  six  members,  was 
formed  about  six  weeks  ago  as  an 
outgrowth  of  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  form  a  local  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church. 

Wilkie  said  the  gay  movement, 
and  especially  NAMBLA,  has 
promoted  hedonism  to  the 
exclusion  of  love  and  com¬ 
mitment.  “Self  denial  is  of 
value,”  he  said.  “They 
[NAMBLA]  have  mentioned  the 
fact  that  they  want  to  eliminate  the 
age  of  consent  laws.  We  are 
opposed  to  that.” 

In  response  to  criticisms  of 
BCHAPA  for  demonstrating 
publicly  against  another  gay 
organization,  Wilkie  said,  “It’s 
not  easy  to  tell  your  gay  brothers 
and  sisters  that  they  are  doing 
something  against  their  own 
interest.  ...  It  takes  an  act  of 
courage  to  do  that.  In  time  you 
will  see  the  wisdom  of  the  point  of 
where  we’re  coming  from  with 
NAMBLA.” 
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Direct  from  New  York: 

"Wet  Shorts" 


'The  Night  Before' 
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Boston  s  Best  Aft  Mate  Show! 


Why  make  it  sad  to  be  gay? 
Doing  your  thing  is  O.K. 

Our  bodies  our  own 

So  leave  us  alone 

Go  play  with  yourself — today. 
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Drawing  and  poem  by  the  late  John  Lennon,  reprinted  from  The  Gay  Liberation  Book ,  edited  by  Len  Richmond 
and  Gary  Noguera.  ©1973  by  Ramparts  Press,  Inc. 
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...  or  a  bear,  a  unicorn,  a  frog  or  the  animal  of 
your  choice.  We  feature  a  wide  selection  of 
1981  calendars  that  feature  enough  animals 
to  fill  an  ark.  _ _ 
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(Between  Exeter  &  Fairfield) 
536-4995 

MON-FR1 10-8  SAT  10-6  SUN  12-6 

WE  MAIL  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  U.S.A 
YES,  WE  HAVE  GIFT  CERTIFICATES 


announcing  .  .  . 

Special  Holiday  Rates! 

Let  your  thoughtfulness  as  a 
friend  be  remembered  every 
week  with  a  gift  subscription  to 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS, 

America’s  leading  lesbian  and 
gay  male  news  weekly. 

*  SPECIAL  Holiday  Rates^ 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

□  $15-1  year 

□  $7.50-25  weeks 

□  $4-12  weeks 

Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

□  $15-1  year 

□$7.50-25  weeks 

□  $4-12  weeks 

Na 


me 


1  year 

25  weeks 
12  weeks 


, Regular 
Rates 
$17.50 
$10.00 
$5.00 


Tour 
Tour  Address 
City 


State  _ 


Zip 


Please  send  gift  subscriptions  to  the  following: 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

City 


I  enclose  payment  of _ - _ 

Charge  my  order  to:  □  VISA  DMASTERCHARGE 

Name _ 

Account  No.  _ .  — 

Expiration  Date  _ - 

Signature 


State 


Zip 


□  $15-1  year  D$7.50f25  weeks  D$4-12  weeks 

Name  _ _ 

Address  _ 

City 


State 


Zip 


□  $15-1  year  □$7.50-25  weeks  □  $4- 12  weeks 


Mail  with  payment  to:  GCN  Subscriptions, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

Please  indicate  if  any  of  the  subscriptions  are  renewals. 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  “GCN.”  Do  not  send  cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is 
confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN.  Add  20%  of 
regular  rate  for  foreign. 

Please  don’t  delay,  offer  expires  January  31,  1981. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


FREE  PIANO 

Upright  piano  free  for  the  taking.  100 
years  old,  works  but  needs  repairs.  Call 
Ron  at  (617)  492-5460  after  8  pm. 
Cambridge,  MA. _ (22) 

Lesbians.  Find  new  friends  to  share 
interests.  Check  out  Sisters  of  Sappho 
Referral  Service.  Send  stamped 
envelope  to  Box  151-G,  Hudson,  MA 
01749,  Confidential.  Caring. _ (24) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 

The  deadline  for  ad  copy  for  classifieds 
is  Monday,  December  22, 1980  for  issue 
#24,  coming  out  Dec.  27,  1980  (pub¬ 
lication  date,  Jan.  3,  1981).  This  will  be 
the  last  issue  published  until  January 
10,  1981  (carrying  a  publication  date  of 
January  17,  1981).  Please  take  note. 


PERSONALS 


SERVICES 


COUNSELING  *  THERAPY 
with  special  concern  for  women  who 
are  artists,  writers,  musicians.  JoEllen 
Mancuso.  Med  661-6399. _ (22) 

ALCOHOL  EDUCATION  GROUPS 
Mass  Bay  Counseling  Associates  is 
offering  5-week  alcohol  education 
groups  as  part  of  the  alcohol  treatment 
program.  Serving  individuals,  couples  & 
groups  with  alcohol  related  issues. 
Contact  Steve  Dudley,  965-1311.  (23) 


L.  GAY  PSYCHIC 
Quality  Readings  thru  the  Mail, 
Over  the  Phone  or  in  Person. 
Will  travel  for  5  or  more. 

(617)  436-8027  or 
Box  194,  Milton,  MA  02187 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
I  guess  we  really  missed  the  boat 
And  we  just  got  each  other’s  goat 
I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

Willing  to  father  child,  no  strings  either 
way  no  responsibility  sought.  35  yo 
slender  light  complexion  attractive 
write  GCN  Box  352. _ (22) 

Hello!  this  GWM,  gdlkg  34,  6',  160,  is 
hoping  to  find  a  new  friend,  around  18 
to  22,  to  explore  having  a  close  rela¬ 
tionship  with.  Greg  (9-9).  267-7422. 
_  (22) 

PUNKY  FROM  PEORIA 
Don’t  you  know  that  I  adore  ya 
Little  Bunny  makes  us  three 
Merry  on  this  Christmas  Eve. 

To  another  New  Year  together! 

Your  little  Winooski.  (22) 

GWM  prof  40s  5 '9"  145  blue  eyes  body 
solid  with  hair  clean  shaven  sensitive 
affectionate  loving  caring  relates  well. 
Enjoys  nature  bicycling  walking  ocean 
gardening  cooking  music  dancing  pos¬ 
itive  realistic  attitude  NON  smoker- 
drugs.  Seek  similar  intelligent  together 
single  male  to  develop-build 
meaningful  relationship.  Paul  Box  563, 
Lake  George,  NY  12845. _ (23) 

Out  of  town  GWM  grad  student  28 
beard  hairy  wants  serious  affair  with 
one  of  Boston’s  friendliest  hariest  men. 
Need  a  kiss-hungry  cuddle-loving 
friend.  GCN  Box  353. _ (24) 

Warm  sensitive  but  lonely  lady  looking 
for  lady  to  share  love  life  friendship 
laughter.  Am  35,  discreet,  seeking  lady 
betw  35-45.  Discretion  a  must.  If  in- 
terested,  let’s  meet.  GCN  Box  354  (25) 

GM  26  grad  st  interested  in  literature 
philosophy  the  arts  would  like  to  meet 
lesbians  and  gay  males  who  also  would 
like  friends  outside  the  bars.  Not  a  sex 
ad.  498-4252.  (22) 

PLEASURE  SEEKER 
GM  45  gd  Ikg  very  sensuous  skg  to 
meet  M  who  are  skg  a  one  on  one 
sexual  relationship.  Let’s  meet  first  Box 
2276,  Peabody,  MA  01960.  George.  (22) 
Free  50-wd  personal  ad  in  AFTA,  an 
exciting  new  gay  mag,  clrc  20,000  +  . 
Free  issue  —  ask!  Bill  Marcinko,  153 
George  St,  New  Brunswick,  NJ  08901. 
_ : _ (22) 

I  FEEL  ISOLATED 

Am  I  the  only  gay  person  in  Maine?  I  am 
22  and  want  to  meet  others  my  age. 
Write  to:  Joel  Thompson,  Capri  Apts 
#374,  Western  Ave,  Augusta,  ME  04330. 
I  will  gladly  answer  all  who  write  me. 
Thank  you, _ (23) 

LEATHER  JACKET 

Winter’s  here  and  I’ll  freeze.  Please 
return  my  jacket  to  Prelude.  It  was  on  a 
saddle.  Return  to  coat  room.  No  ques- 
tions  asked. _ (22) 

GM,  5 '10",  160,  blond,  gd  shape  & 
looks  (exc  in  strong  wind),  broad  ints  & 
educ.  Seeks  friend,  companion  or  lover. 
No  strong  pref,  but  esp  Int  in 
foreigners.  Age  to  35  OK  (I’m  32).  Esp 
enjoy  grk  active  &  passive.  367-0095.(22) 

Lesbian,  29,  overinvolved  in  being 
competent,  seeks  casual,  affectionate 
relationship  with  embraceable  GF. 
GCN  Box  351. _ (23) 


CARPENTER 

Repairs  rough  and  finish  —  windows, 
door,  framing,  kitchen,  etc.  All  size 
jobs.  Jim  524-2152. _ (22) 

MEN’S  COMING  OUT  GROUP 
Coming  out  group  for  gay  men.  Focus 
will  be  on  our  personal  struggle  & 
exploration  of  our  strengths.  Call  AM 
only.  Francis  Giambrone  661-4070,  (22) 

LOVE  THAT  HOUSE 
Painting,  gardening,  gutters,  cellars, 
window  repair,  general  home  main¬ 
tenance.  We  also  haul  wood.  Courteous 
&  responsible.  Free  estimates. 
354-5567. _ (23) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  woman,  their  friends,  end  families. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Healing  synthesis  of  shiatsu 
(acupressure),  reflexology  (foot 
massage),  and  muscular  work.  Mick 
Hazen  522-9164.  Also  holiday  gift 
certificates. _ (23) 

Sue  Morin,  LF  Therapist  specializing  in 
body  &  mind-work:  issues  of  empower¬ 
ment  for  women  in  our  search  for  clarity 
of  purpose,  sexual  identity,  in 
relationships  &  separations,  &  in 
emotional  distress.  Women  only,  by 
appt.  (603)  228-1744, _  (24) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

i  INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
-(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 
Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming  for  January 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
_  Dennis  ladarola,  MA 


ROOMMATES 


Male  nurse  26  seeks  employment  as 
deliverer  of  health  care/companion  in 
Metro  Boston  area.  Possible  part  time 
or  live-in.  Sincere  concerned  individual. 
Refs  avail.  482-8657, _  (22) 

GAY  MEN’S  GROUP 
Gay  men’s  group  has  openings.  Focus 
will  be  on  general  issues  using  gestalt 
techniques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone, 
MA,  661-4070, 451-1398  days.  (25) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days,  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA,  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ (25) 

Rl:  Support  grp  for  gay  men  &  lesbians 
to  meet  through  the  holidays.  Forming 
immediately.  For  info  call:  (401) 
847-7229.  Counseling  &  Consulting 
Services,  Inc. _ (22) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA  ‘ 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


'  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run  . 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL.j 

penpals! 

PUBLICATIONS 

RIDES 

WANTED 


First  4  lines 


at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


Name 


Address 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature  __ 
Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Masc  male  sks  same  for  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Forest  Hills  Sta.  Rent  is  $115/mo  incl 
util  &  phone.  Not  into  bar  scene  or 
disco,  but  enjoy  movies,  tv,  art, 
racquetball,  outdoors,  etc.  Ask  for  Bob 
at  522-7004. _ (22) 

Mature,  responsible  LF  roommate 
wanted  to  share  winter  rental  in  East 
Gloucester  w/LF  art  teacher  quiet  near 
ocean  call  281-4478  evenings. _ (22) 

WEST  ROXBURY 

Jan  1,  GM  28  sks  bi/gay  hsemate.  Be 
sane,  considerate  &  pay  rent  on  time.  3 
br,  1V&  bth,  frpl,  Ivrm.  Good  area  on 
busline,  incl  ht  &  elec.  $250/mo.  Ref, 
327-5435.  Keep  trying. _ (22) 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  NJ 
L  25  able-b  needs  home  twixt  NBRNS- 
Princeton  w/walking  access  to  trans  to 
NYC-PRN.  I  work  PRN,  love  NYC.  I  am 
petless,  earless.  Have  expr  w/coop. 
Need  to  pay  under  $1 80/mo.  Pis  call 
Kathy  (609)  896-0087  eve/wknds.  (24?) 

SEASIDE  LESBIAN  HOUSEHOLD 
Lesbian  household  sks  mat  empl  new 
memb.  Old  Oceanside  8  rm  house  on 
No  Shore  in  Salem  Willows,  rent  $150 
+  util.  No  pets,  call  before  9  am  or  aft  9 
pm.  1-744-3783,  keep  trying.  Avail  imm. 
_ (23) 

3  LF  looking  for  4th.  Must  be  easy  going 
and  have  sense  of  humor.  Prefer  woman 
with  steady  job.  We  smoke.  In  Medford 
on  bus  route.  Rent  $100+.  Available 
12/21.391-2033. _ (23) 

GM  seeks  1  GM  25+2  share  6  rm  apt 
w/porch  spacious  nr  Hvd  Sq.  Quiet 
nsmk  clean  mature  $240  util  Inc.  Call 
aft  6  pm  876-4310. _ (23) 


2  LF  sk  3rd,  25+  for  friendly  but 
independent  hshold  nr  Inman  Sq. 
$1 19/mo;  smoke-free,  veg,  no  pets.  Call 
days  Harlee  253-3545  or  eves,  666-4278. 
_ (22) 

Brighton,  GWM,  SWM,  SWF  sks  rmte 
for  8  rm  home.  Avail  1/1,  nr  T  & 
shopping.  Students  pref  $1 38/mo  plus 
utils.  Call  782-7477. _ (22) 

GF  seeks  friendly,  considerate  GF 
housemate,  Somerville.  Large  &  sunny 

3  br,  hdwd  firs,  porch,  close  to  T.  $180 

+  ut  i  I  s  &  sec.  Cal  I  666-2420.  (22) 

GM  HOUSEMATE  WTD  BELMONT  ’ 
5  sunny  rooms,  parking,  1  block  to  #73 
bus  to  Harv  Sq,  safe,  quiet.  Available 
Feb  1,  earlier  possible.  To  share  with 
1  M,  32,  scientist.  $210/mo  +  utils,  ht. 
253-7955  weekdays.  (22) 

GM  RMMT  WANTED/DORCHESTER 
M  38  seeks  mat/employed  GM  to  share 
3  brapt  nr  Red  line/bus.  $200/mo,  htd  + 
utils,  Jan  1  occu  (not  a  sex  ad).  Call 
(61 7)  282-9398  after  6  pm,  1  mo  sec.  (23) 

LF  seeks  5  of  same  to  share  huge 
Brookline  home  with  fireplaces.  No 
pets,  pkng  avble  1  min  from  T  $150-175 
incl  heat.  Call  days  495-6516  or  nights 
522-2628.  Amazing  house. _ (23) 

Aint  lookin  for  a  miracle,  but  a  good 
roommate  would  be  nice.  GF,  28,  seeks 
noncrazed,  warm,  independent  person, 
26  + ,  to  share  spacious  apt.  Rent  $163 
incl  heat.  Call  442-4693.  No  other  pets 
please. _ (22) 

GWF  sks  GF  to  share  apt  Framingham 
quiet  woman  not  into  drugs  or  hvy 
booze.  Must  like  birds.  $15/wk  +  low 
util.  Call  (617)  875-4268.  Keept  trying. 
_ (22) 

GWM  28,  seeks  a  warm,  intelligent, 
responsible  roommate  for  spacious  2 
bedroom  apt  in  Jamaica  Plain.  $100/mo 
plus  heat.  Call  Chuck  at 

522-9065  after  5  pm. _ (22) 

NASHUA,  NH  AREA 
GWM  37  seeks  resp  working  male  to 
share  2  bedroom  apt  $50  wkly.  Call  after 
5  pm  (603)  883-3741. _ (22) 

Very  quiet  GM  seeks  very  quiet 
roommate  or  night  worker  with  light 
social  sched  to  share  1  br  on  flat  of 
B  Hill  with  fpl,  pvt  roof  deck,  riverview, 
bays,  HWF.  Furnished,  light  cooking 
367-0095,  $1 50/mo.  I  am  intelligent, 
well-educated,  and  easy  going,  but  vy 
sens  to  noise.  Also  pvt  stu  $300.  (22) 

GM  prof  mature  sks  similar  to  share 
house  on  T  bus  line,  nr  Rte  128  on  Hyde 
Park-Milton  line.  Own  large  bdrm,  Ige  yd 
quiet  neighborhood.  $235/mo  inc  ht  & 
util.  Call  Bill  361-6571  eves  &  wknds. 
- (19) 

AMHERST/NORTHAMPTON 
GM  transferrng  to  UMass  seeks  living 
situation  w/1  or  2  others,  F  or  M.  Up  to 
$200,  heat  incl.,  for  Jan.  Call  (617) 
666-1077  (Paul)  or  write  GCN  Box  350. 

J23) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COT  ' 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


REAL  ESTATE 


P’TOWN  2  FAM  CTR-OF-TOWN 
Owners  1  bdrm  plus  sleeping  loft  Ige 
Ivrm  with  fireplace.  15  x  18  ft  deck. 
Rental  unit  2  bdrms  Ige  Ivrm  with 
fireplace  Ige  kitchen  plus  porch  2 
driveways.  Good  income.  $65,000.00 
Call  242-2837, _ (25) 


RESORTS 


WOMEN,  ITS  MIGRATION  TIME 
Come  roost  at  Ellie’s  Nest,  a  unique 
guest  house  for  women  only.  A/C,  heat, 
TV  in  every  room.  Pool,  sun  deck,  hot 
tub,  continental  breakfast.  1414  New¬ 
ton,  Key  West,  FL  (305)  296-5757. 

(24)  (-2) 


INSTRUCTION 


FLUTE  LESSONS 

Experienced  flute  teacher  offers 
lessons  to  beginners,  intermediates. 
Classical/pop.  Reasonable  rates. 
666-0350. _ , _ (22) 


FOR  SALE 


Electric  typewriter  —  Smith-Corona, 
less  than  a  year  old,  in  excellent 
condition.  $150.  (617)  720-0729.  (c) 

APARTMENT? _ 

Dorch/Ashmt.  Quiet,  spacious,  light. 

Perfect  for  quiet  couple.  2  bdrm  mod 
bth  eat/in  kitch,  2  porch,  liv  rm,  den.  300 
+  util.  2  min  to  T.  Lee  288-3851.  (22) 

Studio  apt  rental  top  fl  of  gay  house, 

Ft  Hill,  Rox  w/kitch,  bth,  larg  bedrm 
near  T,  $220/mo  incl  heat  &  utils.  Call 
445-3604,  Lee. _ (22) 

SOUTH  END 

Worcester  Sq  1  Ig  apt  1  br,  Iv  r,  kitch, 
share  bath.  $285/mo  utils  not  incl.  Also 

1  rm  and  kitchenette,  share  bath,  PENPALS 
$210/mo  incl  all  utils.  Avail  Dec  1 

2  4  7  -  0  5  7  0  -. 


SOUTH  END  -  GARDEN  APT 
Unusual  2  bed-priv  gate  entrance  & 
patio,  quarr  tile  entry,  expsd  brick, 
glass  wall,  beamed  ceiling.  Jan  1. 
Owner-occ.  266-8857,  $600  +  util.  (22) 

Avail  Jan  1  new  2  br  apt  w/w,  d&d, 
laundry,  near  transp.  $400  incl  all  util  & 
pkg.  569-7685  after  5  pm. _ (22) 

JOP  OPPORTUNITIES 

Director  for  rural  human  service 
organization  for  women  in  transition.! 
Experience  in  feminist  organizations, 
grant  writing,  administration,  com¬ 
munity  relations.  35  hrs/wk,  $10,920  + 
fringes.  Send  resume  by  Jan  10  to:  J.L. 
Palermo,  NEWLCWIT  310  Main  St, 
Greenfield,  MA  01301.  EOE/AA.  (22) 
Health  Program  Dir.  for  lesbians  and 
gay  males.  General  adm  exp.  Salary 
negotiable,  commensurate  w/exp.  Send 
resume:  Lavender  Health  Prog,  501  S. 
44th  Street,  Phila,  PA  19104. _ (22) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SECRETARY 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  Administrative  Secretary  to 
assist  Director.  Must  have  strong  office 
skills,  concern  for  detail.  Salary  $10,500 
negotiable,  plus  excellent  fringe 
benefits.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter, 
by  12/29/80  to:  Personnel,  AFSC,  2161 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
AFSC’s  Affirmative  Action  policy’ 
encourages  applications  from  women, 
open  gays,  handicapped,  ex-prisoners 
and  Third  World  people. _ (22) 

PUBLICATIONS 

SCIENCE  FICTION  FANS 
Women  &  Men  #7  now  available,  with 
reviews  and  discussions  of  special 
interest  to  dykes  and  faggots.  Only  US 
or  Can  $t  from  Denys  Howard,  1013  N 
36th,  Seattle,  Washington  98103.  (23) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

VITAMINS 

Nutritional,  vitamin,  skin  care  info 
pg  catalog  $1  (refundable  with  c 
J.  Dandrea,  425  NY  Ave,  Box  6 
Huntington,  NY  11743. _ 


RIDES 


Ride  wanted  to  Chicago.  Leave  Dec 
share  driving  and  expenses.  C 
Georgia  254-8516.  (; 


(19) 


Dorchester  6  rm  apt  owner-occ  very 
clean  nice  neighborhood  285/mo  + 
heat  dep  &  ref  282-1 196  mornings.  (221 
SOUTH  END 

2  renovated  studios  in  owner-occ  bldg 
for  rent:  sunny,  Ig,  fireplaces,  details, 
bay  windows,  hgh  ceilings,  $300  & 
$330.  Call  262-7343  nights  or  243-2182 
daVs- _ (23) 


Gay  women  write/meet  safely  throui 
The  National,  International  Wishii 
Well  Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  co 
$3.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (t 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  yo 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Bi 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  F 
Box  174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018 
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Quick  Goy  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

IHFOAMATIOHfSEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

1 28A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02108 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5  ,  Boston  02116 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesblanas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 

944-4818 


227-6167 


542-0144 


282-9161 

354-0133 

227-6167 

661-7223 


Gay  Professional  Men's  Group 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Jubilee  Athletic  Club,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St 
Boston,  02114 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  GCN  Box  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-51 88  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

POLiTICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  212,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq .  426-1 350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  021 39  542-541 5, 542-6837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  <  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
118  Mass  Ave.,  Box  201,  Boston  02115  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr.  437-2642 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 

186Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
T ufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000  x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Unlversalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ _ 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  492-6450 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  426-9371 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  021 72  924-0336 

TVOD  with  Tony  V 

WMER-FM,  88.1,  Friday  1-4  p.m.  494-8810 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 

661-0450 

661-6015 


661-1316 

547-2302 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses’  Alliance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16 
Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 
Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channlng  St.,  Newton, 
Vachon/Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline 


4269444 

267-7573 

8435300 


864-8181 
542-5188 
542-5188 

9651311 

266-3444 
956-5293 
02158  965-2040 
Medicine 

232-1459 


BOOKS/DARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco),  733  Boylston  St. 
Chaps  (Denin,  Men),  27  Huntington  Ave. 
Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 
12  Wilton  St. 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 
Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men),  45  Essex  St. 
Herbie's  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing),  79  Broadway 
Klmmles  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb. 
Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St. 

119  Merrlmac  (Bar) 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Ptayland  (Men,  some  Women),  21  Essex  St. 


542-0144 

876-5310 

491-6930 

262-2480 

266-7778 

783-5701 

338-8447 

338-8816 

247-0989 

3369066 

354-8166 

338-7547 


864-4130 

3367254 


Prelude  (Women),  Dartmouth  St. 

Saints  (Women)  354-8807 

Skippers,  252  Boylston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed),  110  Boylston  St.426-0086 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

IHFOUMATION/SEUVICE/SOCIAL 


Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


851-6711 

753-8360 


Rhode  Island  (401)  POUTICAL'LE6A‘; 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

728-6023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

756-0730  Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1 829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  0291 2  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT 


342-5117 

745-6966 

487-0387 

471-7100 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  771  -6739 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women’s  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IMFOUMATIOH/SEUVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Gay  Counseling  Collective 

406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty.,  Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Women’s  MediaProject(WMUA,91.1FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS  * _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT  • _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

IHFORMATlOH/SEkVKEISOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 

M-F8-11  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth  624-6869 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

NAMBLA/CT  624-6869 

New  Haven  Gay  Alliance 

Box  72, 06501  624-6869 

WOMEN  _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-118,UConn,Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dlgnlty/Fairfleld  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dlgnlty/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1 51 8 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 

.  Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 


656-4173 


656-4173 


(eves)  338-6819 


775-1946 

863-1236 


Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

IMFOUMATIOW/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  485-5770  - 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  228-8049 

Conway  Area  Discussion  Group,  Box  21 1 ,  Chocorua  03817 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ „ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men’s  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Lesblans/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates,  Brunswick 
04011  729-1750 

Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland,  04103  780-4085 

Malnely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  1146  Rockland,  >ME  04841 
Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 

New  Jersey  (201) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  071 11  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alllance/Morris  County,  Box  137,  Convent  Sta. 

07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  New  Jersey,  Box  1734,  South 
Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman  Box  218, 
Kearny  07032 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042,  Allwood  St.,  Clifton 
07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties,  18  0ber  Rd„ 
Princeton  08540 

Organization  for  Gay  Awareness,  Box  41,  Orange  07050 

746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.  Box  91,  College  Ave. 
New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

New  York  City  (212) 

IMFORMATIOM/SERVICEfSOCIAL 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens’  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,  866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  982-7411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Senior  Action  In  a  Gay  Environment 

487 A  Hudson  St.  10014  741-2247 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14St.)  675-0143 

WOMEN _ ■ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Dykes  &  Tykes,  Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St. 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists 
Dykes  8  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502,  1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.Box  2,  Village  Station 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta.  Brooklyn, 
11215  255-5969,499-1060 


924-2970 

988-3012 


777-8358 

677-0237 


628-8532 


Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010 


944-9488 


741-5800 

924-2970 


RELIGIOUS 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St„  10011 

242-6616 

869-3050 

989-6653 

242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

Gotham  110  E.  23rd  St.  #502  10010 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

598-2597 

674-6004 

STUDENT 

Gay  Youth  of  NY, 339  Lafayette  St. 

(GAA  office) 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

799-0388,236-2397 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project  / 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

691-6969 

799-9432 

725-01 14 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)324-2468 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  1 3202  (31 5)  475-6857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)831-2179 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)465-9246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd„  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-51 98 

WOMEN _ 

Blsexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herlzon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)  948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Unlversallst  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fltzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dlgnity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Unlversallst 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)244-8640 

(716)  275-6181 
(516)420-2134 
(516)246-7943 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmlngdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 

Hamllton-KIrkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

MEDIA _ 

Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4654)423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)462-6138 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  correctred. 

To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing 
into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  information 
to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


lolendor 

weekly  events 
Sundays 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
Interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS.  740AM.  11am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAM IT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 

3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
Joe  443-4775.  All  are  invited. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Meh  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Blind  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Services  Center. 

110  E.  23rd  St.  Suite  502,  4-6pm.  Info:  Michael 
at  362-8729. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sun.  of  the  month.  2pm. 
755-1426. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women’s  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Grade  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition 
of  Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  Ninth  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm. 
Anyone  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome 
regardless  of  race. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women's, 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340.  (Volunteers  needed 
to  help  staff  the  Center,  answer  phones, 
giving  referral  info,  etc.  Info:  623-9340). 


tuesdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-tn  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
■more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 

Lafayette  Park.  7pmJnfo:_599-5928.  _ _ 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  magazine  is 
opening  Its  collective  to  new  members.  Inter¬ 
ested  women  should  come  to  Wed.  eve  meet¬ 
ings,  6:30pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  or  call  Amy  at  628-7275  (h)  or 
495-2560  (w).  _ 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY—  “Oakdale,  Indiana,”  a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAI,  99.5FM,  at  6:10 
pm  and  at  midnight. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI,  99.5FM,  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886: 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  "S/M" 
support  group.  8pm.  Info.  Brian  243-3332 
(6-10pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  reg¬ 
ular  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Hous¬ 
ton).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcor.  ->! 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University’s  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 
Mlddlebury,  VT  —  Gay  Men's  Self-affirmation 
Group.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  388-6819  eves  or 
388-6752  days. 


fridays 


mohdoys 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month.- 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Amherst,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group. 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Boston,  MA  —  Black  Men/Whlte  Men  To¬ 
gether.  Monthly  meetings  alternate  between 
2nd  Tuesday  and  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  536-1160. 
Boston,  MA  —"Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all  DOB  activ¬ 
ities. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave,  7pm  (Fust  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 
New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.9FM).  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al-1 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 

•  BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 


thursdays 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’lT  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  les¬ 
bians.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 
(6pm-mldnight). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 

Hartford,  CT  —  "Gay  Spirit”,  news,  com¬ 
mentary,  interviews  and  music,  on  WWUH, 
91.3FM.  8:30-9pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  new  forming.  Meetings 
•on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian1 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  sfop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  428- 
4469.  , 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm.' 
Llndemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr.),  Stanlford  St. 
entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  236-1914. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  swimming.  7-10pm. 
Lindemann  Center  (pear  Gov’t  Center).  Info: 
Joe  227-5363. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  Over 
35  rap  group  at  Qld  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month'.) 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)/NY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and  activi¬ 
ties  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  14-22.  Organ¬ 
ized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  (BAGLY).  128A  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  St.),  4th  floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472 
(Wed.  &  Thurs.  eves)  or  Hotline  426-9371 
(6-midnlght). 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 


coming  events 
dec  44  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Gay  Theater  Loft 
needs  people  interested  in  cleaning,  painting 
and  building.  Sundays  11am-4pm.  22 

Randolph  St.fNear  Dover  Sta.)  Info:  497-0T17 
or  876-8819. 

45  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Discussion  group  on  career 
development  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Pre¬ 
registration  desirable.  FREE!  Into:  542-5188. 
Somerville,  MA  —  Somerville  Women's 
Center  Coffeehouse  presents  the  "Doobie 
Sisters"  —  a  women's  rock'n  roll  band. 
7:30-10:30pm.  Refreshments.  $1  donation  38 
Union  Sq.  (across  from  Goodyear  Tire)  Info: 
623-9340. 

46  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  monthly 
membership  meeting  at  the  office,  22 
Bromfleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd 
floor.  All  Interested  members  of  the  gay 
community  are  welcome.  6:30pm.  Come 
prepared  for  the  annual  group  mug  shot. 
Marblehead,  Me  —  Annual  Christmas  Party  at 
Rosalie’s,  18  Sewall  St.  Hors  d’oeuvres,  cash 
bar.  Non-members  $2.  7-1 1pm. 

Boston,  MA '  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Town 
Meeting.  77  Appleton  St.  Apt.  A.  7:30pm. 


47  wed 


WiT 


■  Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Katherine 

Triantafillou,  original  music.  Wed.  eves, 
women  only.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel . 
entrance)  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one 
admitted  after  8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  (Quaker)  will  meet  at 
Cambridge  Friends  Center,  5  Longfellow  Park, 
Potluck  supper  at  6:30pm. 


46  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
FOR  PROOFING  AND  LAYING  OUT.  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  poetry  reading  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  male  community.  Bring 
words,  works,  and  open  ears.  7pm.  Nobte 
Room.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
FREE! 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Julie  C.  Woods, 
original  soft  rock.  Men  and  women  welcome. 

Doors  open  at  7:30pm,  no  one  admitted  after 
8.  $3.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  1 
New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women's  Alternative. 

Song  program:  singing,  refreshments  and 
extra  socializing.  Universallst  Church,  Central  . 

Park  West  at  76th  St,  8pm.  $3.  All  women  SOX 

welcome. 


Boston,  MA  -  A-GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE 
FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  William  James 
Waugaman,  harpsichord.  Doors  open  at  7:30, 
no  one  admitted  after  8.  $3.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance)  Men  and  women  welcome. 
Boston,  MA  —  "Cross  Your  Heart  and  Hope  to 
Lie,”  Streeter  Colby’s  new  comedy  presented, 
by  Boston's  (gay)  Triangle  Theater  Company. 
The  Theater  Factory,  367  Boylston  St.  (6th 
floor).  Tonight,  Friday  and  Saturday  7pm. 
]nfo:  247-9265. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTIkva,  Boston's 
organization  for  gay  and  lesbian  jews,  is 
holding  a  Shabbat  service  and  social.  312 
"  Memorial  Drive  (at  Mass  Ave.)  8pm 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Birthday 
party  and  potluck.  Info:  John  (617)  275-1336.  _ 
New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Nurses’  Alliance. 
"Getting  In  touch  with  yourself”  with  Phyllis 
Blum,  massage  therapist.  St.  Mark’s  Clinic,  44 
St.  Mark’s  Place  (bet.  1st  &  2nd  Aves.)  7:30pm. 
Info:  875-3136. 


New  York,  NY  —  "I  love  gay  New  York,” 
featuring  Fred  Goldhaber.  West  Side  Dis¬ 
cussion  Group,  7th  Ave  So.  at  Barrow  St. 
8:30pm.  $2  donation.  Social  and 

refreshments. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  gay 
folkdancing.  Philips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  4-6pm,  followed  by  potluck  dinner. 
Beginners  more  than  welcome.  Info:  Beth 
666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ski  trip  to 
Ragged  Mt.  Info:  Bill  (603)  883-6356. 

24  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Theater  Loft 
'  needs  people  interested  In  cleaning,  painting 
and  building.  Sundays  from  11am-4pm.  22 
Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  Sta.)  Info:  497-0117 
or  876-8819. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  own 
talents  and  Instruments  and  sign  up  at  the 
door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm,  no  one  admitted  after 
8.  $2  donation.  Men  and  women  welcome. 
New  York,  NY  —  The  Committee  for  the 
Visibility  of  the  Other  Black  Woman:  The 
.Black  Lesbian  presents  "A  child's  extra¬ 
vaganza,"  featuring  African  folk-tales,  a 
magician,  and  clowns.  Washington  Sq. 
Methodist  Church,  135  W.  4th  St.  3-7pm. 
Children  admitted  free.-  Adults  $3  if 
accompanied  by  child. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  life  drawing 
group.  Central  Square.  Info:  876-5657. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

22  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Christams 
party  and  pot  luck.  Info:  Bob  367-2485. 


\  .  . . _ 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


